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lie livid a tribute to the management of the
C. 0. D. in the matter of finance. He was
treasurer at the time the Government guar-
ntee uae sought. Not only had a State Gov-

erinent guarantee of £300,000 been extended,
but it had also been approved that £400,000
be guaranteed by the Government for a trading
account to cover working expenses of the ca-
nery. Ee stated that the work and the enter-
prise of the C.0.D). was a fine testimonial to
the suo~ess of a wvell-considered enterprise, and
an example that could be followed by other
aectionE of primary producers.

There we have an illustration of a Labour
Government in Queensland being prepared
to support the primary producers to the
extent of nearly £750,000 to help the enter-
prise. Here in Western Australia we
have a company cf farmers who, without
any assistance from anyone, erected a
plant :hat cost nearly £600,000 and has
made tremendous savings for the -people
of the State. This year alone there will
be kep* t in the State one-and-a-quarter
millions of money that would have gone
out to buy jute but for the operations of
the crinpany. Here we have a Labour
Party that since the inception of the com-
pany has never failed to work against it
as a s~lf-helping organisation.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: That is a lie. Who
introduced the Bulk Handling Act?

Mr. ACKLAND: The Leader of the
Oppostion knowvs as well as I do that what
I have stated is a fact.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: That is a lie. You
are nfrrrow.

Mr. ACKLAND: In the first instance we
'were refused sites on which to build our
bins.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise; Where?
Mr. ACKLAND: In various parts of the

State.
Hon. F. J. S. Wise: That is not true.
Mr. ACKLAND: I know it is a fact.
Ron. F. J. S. Wise: Of course, every-

thing you say is a fact!
Air. ACKLAND: I know that the Leader

of the Opposition was partly responsible
for keeCping us out of the Fremantle hos-
pital silo. We practically forced the
Labour Government to appoint a Royal
Commission.

Hort. F. J. S. Wise: You are a humbug.
Mr. ACKLAND: There was such an out-

cry from one end of the wheat-growing
districts to the other that the Royal Coin-
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mission brought in a verdict that forced
the Labour administration of the time to
introduce the Co-operative Bulk Handling
Bill. The Labour Party had no wish to
allow us to handle the wheat, but pre-
ferred to have a body of bureaucrats-I
cannot find a better word-heads of de-
partments, handling the affairs of the
farmers rather than permit them to handle
their own without a farthing of expense
to tho) country. I say that the statement
made by the member for North-East Fire-
mantle had no substance in fact and that
the position is as I. have presented it to
the Committee.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 11.24 p.m.

Wednesday, 10th December, 1947.

CONTENTS.
Page

Questions: Research station, as to purchase
of Rojonup property ......... -- 2588

Education, as to accommodation for
teachers ... ... ... .. 2588

Bills : Iron and Steel Industry, recoin.. Sr. 2588
Road Closure, Jr., St... ........ 2590
Country Areas Water Supply, Ir...... 2593
Agricultural Areas, Great Southern

Towns and Goidflelds Water Supply,
lr., 2r. ... ... ..-. ... 2595, 2611

Constitution Acts Amendment (No. 4),
Ir. ... . . ... ... 2593

Road Districts Act Amendment (No. 3),
Sr., remaining stages, passed ... 2593

Electoral Districts, 2r., remaining stages,
passed ... ... ... . ... 2594

Reserves It... . ..-. ... ... 2606
War Service Land Settlement Agreement

(Land Act Application) Act Amend-
ment, returned.. ............. 2606
lk Act Amendment (No. 3), 2r.,
Corn., report . ... ..... 2W06

Commonwealth Powers Act, 1945,
Amendment (No. 2), St., Corn.,
report...... ....... .2608

Superannuation, Sick, Death, Insurance,
Guarantee and Endowment (Local
Governing Bodies' Employees) Funds,
2r., remaining stages, passed ... .. 2609

Superannuation Act Amendment, St.,
remaining stages, passed ... .. 2611

Parks and Reserves, all stages, passed .. 2611
Egg Production Industry (Trust Fund),

discharged ... ........ 2615
Cattle Industry Compensation, discharged 2615

Resolution: State Forests, revocation, passed 2609

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.



2588 [COUNCIL)

QUESTIONS.

RESEARCH STATION.

As to Purchase of Kojonup Property.

Hion, H. L. ROCHE (on notice) asked the
Honorary Minister:

(1) Is it a fact that the Department of
Agriculture. and representatives of the 0.5.
and it,. have decided in favour of the pur-
chase of a property for the establishment of
a research stationt in the Kojonup district?

(2) Is it a fact that the property which
has received favourable consideration in this
regard is well improved, adjoins the town-
ship and has been offered at approximately
£4 per acre?!

(3) Is~ it a fact that the establishment of
this research station is being delayed by the
Commonwealth Sub-Treasury representative
who ref uses to agree to the transfer at the
price the vendor is asking?7

(4) A., the establishment of a research
station wvest of the Great Southern is a
matter of urgent impgrtance, is there no
action the Minister could take to correct the
present absurd state of affairs of one Gov-
ernment Department preventing another De-
piartmeunt proceeding with a very necessary
project iii what, today, is a reasonable price?

The HONORARY MIINISTER replied:

(1) yes.

(2) The property recommended as most
suitable is situated close to Kojonup and
is sufficiently improved, but yet contains a
sufficient area of uncleared land to suit the
requirements of a rgional research station.

(3) and (4) The regional research station
is being purchased and established by the
Commonwealth Government and negotia-
tions between the vendor aild purchaser
are proceeding.

Represecntations have been made to the
Coiuniinealth Government by the Under
Secretary for Agriculture and myself with
a view to finalising the deal.

The latest development in the negotiations
is that the vendors asked the Commonwealth
Government for a firm offer for the pro-
perty. This was given on the 8th December
and is now being considered by the ven-
dons.

EDUCATION.
As to Accommodation for Teachers.

Hon. E. M. DAVIES (on notice) asked
the Minister for Mines:

(1) Is the lack of quarters, either depart-
mental or rental, preventing teachers from
obtaining promotion for which they are
eligible?

(2) I-ow many such teachers declined
promotion during the years 1945 and 1946t

The. MINISTER replied:
(1) Yes, in a limited number of eases.

(2) 1945, 12; 1946, 11.

BILL-IRON AND STEEL INDUSTRY.
Recommittal.

On mot ion by Ron. G. Fraser, Bill recom-
mitted for the further consideration of
Clause 4.

I" Committee.

Ron. J. A. Dimniitt in the Chair; the
Minister for Mines in charge of the Bill.

Clause 4-Powers of Minister:

Hon G0' FRASER; I more an anmnd-
ment-

That paragraph (c) be struck out.

Yesterday we were not able to debate the
matter dealt with in the paragraph because
an amendlmeat had been moved to the latter
portion of it and we could not go back to
deal wvith the earlier part. I want niembers
to have an opportunity to decide whether
the paragraph should remain in the Bill.
Personally I think it should be deleted. We
have given the Government powver to make
advaneq and so forth and have set the
limitation upon the shareholding it can take
to 48 per cent. I think that is wrong,
and it would mean, giving the majority vote
to the company. State funds should not
be invested under such conditions, and we
should be careful to safeguard the interests
of the country. If, as some members sug-
gested, it was not right to give the Govern-
ment authority to subscribe up to 52 per
cent, of the capital, as private enterprise
would in consequence be frightened off, why
should they expect the Government to sub-
scribe uinder the conditions I have indicated?7
If it is not good enough for one, it certainly
is not good enough for the other. The Gov-

2588



[10 DECEMBER, 1047.] 2589

ernmint could still make advances and
could take security for them.

The MINISTER FOB MINES: I ho* pe
the Committee will not agree to the amend-
ment. This is the paragraph which gives
the Ojycrnment power to subscribe, pay for
and acquire shares. The mere lending of
some money to a company would not mean
that t he Government would have any say
in its management; but if the Government
had a shareholding of 48 per cent. ii would
have aI big control over the company.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I support the
amendment, but not for the reasons given
by Mr. Fraser. My theory is that if the
paragraph is retained it will mean the start
of another State trading concern. It is
not the function of Governments to engage
in business; that should be left to private
enterprise.

Hon. L. CRAIG: This matter was fully
discussed yesterday and the Committee ar-
rived at a definite decision. I am rather
surprised at Mr. Latham, because yesterday
he favoured the Government's acquiring a
majority of the shares of the company.

The Honorary Minister: But that was
yesterday!

Hon. C. G. Latham: I also expressed the
wish that the Government should not be
permitted to have that power.

Hon. L. CRAIG: Today Mr. Latham says
that the Government should not embark on
trading. The Bill will not create a mono-
poly, as the Government is prevented from
securing complete control. Therefore this
enterprise cannot become a State trading
concern. I hope the Committee will not
agree to the amendment.

Hll. E. H. GRAY: T, too, hope the Com-
mittee will not agree to the amendment, We
mnns t -emember that a big industry is involved
and that much time and money have been
expended on trying to attract capital to
Westcrn Australia in order to commence in-
dustries such as this. I am still hoping
that the clause, as originally drawn, will he
restored as the result, perhaps, of a con-
ference between the Houses.

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: I favour the amend-
ment. I think today, as I thought yester-
day, Ithat it is better for the State to keep
out of trading altogether, but that if it

should enter this industry it should be given
control. The Bill, as amended, does not give
the Government that control. In my opinion,
it would be in the interests of the State
if the paragraph were deleted. There is
every possibility that large sums of money
will be involved in this venture. Under the
Bill, the State will have no control. This
is a speculative enterprise involv'ing un-
limited liability for the State. We are not
justified in passing the Bill in its present
form. I support the amendment.

Hon. S. FRASER: My only objective
is to protect the public funds of the State.

Hon. L. Craig: You moved for 51 per
cent.

Hon. G. FRASER: I did, and I would
move for 52 per cent. if it would be carried.
I cannot see how the public fuds can be
safeguarded by limiting the shareholding to
48 per cent. There is as much chance of
the Government having control there as the
eight of us have in this Chamiber against
the remaining 22.

Hon. L. Craig: Do you not think it would
be a good thing if the Government had
48 per cent. of the Broken Hill Proprietary
shares?

Hon. G. FRASER: Even then it woIdd
not have a say in the management.

Hon. L. Craig: It would not need to.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes .. . . 6
Noes .. . .. 19

Majority against

H~o,. C. F. naxter
non.. C. G1. Lathan
Bon. L. A. Logan

Hon.
Hon.
nlon.
Ho's.
no, .
Iton.
Hon.
Ho n.
Io.
ITO,.

G. Bennett.
L. B. Bolton
R. 3. floylen
Sir Hal Coleliath
L. Craig
It. A. C. Da&.e
E. Mf. Davies
R. Id. Forrest
F. E. Gibson
E. If. Gray

Artgs.
Hon.
Hon.
no..

oXa.
H..
Bon.
Hon.
Ho..
Bon.
Hon.
Hon.
Ho,,.
Hon.

A.

13

L. Lotos,
L. Roche

Fraser
(Teller)

W. R. Hall
E. M.. Hessian
.1. 0. Hislop,
W. 27. Moan
H. S. W. Parker
C. HT. Simpson
F. R. Welsh
G. B. Wood
17. Tuekey

(Teller,)

A-mendmnent thus negatived.

Clause, as previously amended, put and
passed.
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Bill again reported without further
amendment and the report adopted.

Third Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR MNES (Hon. HR
S. W. Parker-Metropolitan-Suiburban)
[4.55]:- I move-

That thle Bill be now read a third time.

HON. C. G. LATHAM (East) [4.56]: 1
would still like to see the Bill defeated
rather than leave Clause 4 as it is. To me
it is most extraordinary that for an import-
ant utility such as the railways we cannot
find sufficient money for the necessary repair -
work and new material;, but we can for
this concern which is not even an invest-
ment hut a pure speculation. For that rea-
son I take this last opportunity of saying
that I sincerely hope the Bill will not pass.
I am surprised to know that there are mew,
hers; here who will openly condemn State
trading concerns, outside, hut support them
within the Cffamber.

Hon. L, Craig: in spite of your 51 per
cent. yesterday I

lHon. C, 0. LATHAMN: I voted for 51
per cent. and for 52 per cent, because I
believe that the State at least should have
control. Even so, I would at that time have
liked to defeat the clause.

non. L. Craig: You did not say so.

lion. C. G. LATHLAM: Yes, I did. I
hope that any misgivings I have will, in
the interests of the State, not be borne out.
It is a completely new departure in the life
of the politics of Western Australia for
tile Government to become n shareholder in
any sort of scheme put up to it. Already
there' is a great deal of interest evinced in
this matter in the city. The telephones were
ringing hot today as a result of people en-
deavouring to find out bow long the Bill
was going to be delayed in this Chamber.
Some people are waiting to learn how% much
money the Government is going to put into
this concern because they believe the Gov-
ernment will probahy be able to boost the
dividends by the use of public money. There
will come a day of reckoning when it will
pe-rhaps be necessary for tbe Government
to foreclose on this concern because of the
advances it will have made under the other
paragraphs of the clause we have just dis-

cussed, I appeal to members to consider
whether it is wise to pass this kind of legis-
lation. We have for a long time protes tad
against State trading concerns, and this is,
the worst form of State trading that I can
think of. I oppose the third reading.

HON. G. FRASER (West) [5.0]: I sup-.
port the third reading. I think that when
the amendments which have been passed
by this Chamber go back to another place
the Government will make alIterations to
the Bill along the lines I have indicated.

Hon. C. G. LaEtam: But it is a Govern-
ment Hill.

lon. 0. FRASETI: I hope the right thing
will lbe done. I amn always a gambler, and
in this ease I am gambling that the original
Bill will be allowed to prevail before this
leg-ilation becomes law.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a third time and returned to
the Assembly with amendments.

BILL-ROAD CLOSURE.

First Rading.

Bill received from the Assembly and
read a first time.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR DUNES (lIon. IT-
i.W. Parker- -Metropolitn n-Suhuirhan)

[5.4] in moving the second reading said:
This is one of those Bills that have to be
dealt with at this stage of each session. Thisi
particular mieasure is for the purpose of
closing certain roads. In order that these
roads may he closed it is neessary that
the requisite authority be provided by
Act of Parliament. Clause 2 deals with
portion of lHawbhorn-strcct, Perth, which
is a "blind end" and which passedl to the
Crown in the year 1907 with the other
roads ini the subdivision. In addition
at the "blind end" there is a small strip,
of land 1 / links in width -which ran
along the edge of the whole subdivision.
It was not uinsual in -the earlier days for
persons snhclividir'r large areas to leave a
sinall strip of a link or so to prevent the
dining holder from having access o h

roads in the new subdivision, hut where-
these odd strips now crop up, as in this
ease, they can be treated only as reserves
since the original owners ceased to be in-
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terested when all the blocks in the sub-
division were disposed of. This particular
dead end path of Hawthorn-street, plus
the 112 links reserve, is only 60.5 links
wide--that is aboent 40 feet-and altogether
the area is less than tile minimum now
allow2d for a building lot under the town
planning control, and consequently cannot
he so d as an entity for a building for resi-
dential purposes. Provision is made in the
clausn to allow of the direct sale in moieties
to ca~th of the adjoining -holders tbus to iny-
crease the size of their properties and allow
of the derelict land being put to use.

In connection with industrial develop-
ient at Victoria Park, che land on either
side of Suffolk-street has been acquired
by separate compan -ies which desire that
Suffolk-street lye closed. It is intended that
a railway spur line be built on the land at
p~resent in Suffolk-street to serve the re-
spective companies. The City Council, the
Towr Planning Commissioner, and the Sur-
vevor General all concur in the proposal.
The land in Suffolk-street is the property
of the Crown nod a sale price of £150 has
been placed on it. Provision is made in the
clause for a sale to a purchaser at the dis-
cr-etion of the Governor because at this
stage it is not definitely known what ar-
ringements the interested companies in-
tend to make between themselves in regard
to the provision and use of railway facili-
ties.

The laud on either side of that portion of
Vaughaln-street, North Fremantle, men-
tioned in the clause, is owned by J. Gods-
deh Proprietary Limited, which desires to
eonsolii'nte its works. The company has
undertaken, with the North Fremantle
MuNIVcipal Council, to pay the cost of *-
movi I of electric light wires from the part-
of Vaughan-street and their erection in
Irene-street and will surrender a 25-link
strip of its property to widen Irene-street
and pay the cost of construction. TAs
neighbouring owner likely to be affected by
the closure of part of Vaughan-street
(Caltex Limited) has given the necessary
consent. Several other similar road clos-
ures have been effected in the neighbour-
hood, which was originally surveyed in
rather small sections and the requirements
of modern business have outgrown the size
of the blocks. The Town Planning Commis-
sioner and Surveyor General have concurred.

A Class "A'' Reserve has been declared
over certain lands within the Subiacoi muni-
cipality, at Shenton Park, and on which is
situated a "lake." That reserve has been
vested in the council. The munici-
pality has purchased adjacent freehold
lands for addition to the reserve, and the
reveatment of these lands and 'their addi-
tion to the reserve are being dealt with
under the Reserves Bill. Between the
existing reserve and the lands purchased
by the municipality are a right-of-way and
the adjoining part of Centre-street. It is
necessary to close such right-of-way and
part of Centre-street so that the contained
lands, together with the frecholds pur-
chased by the municipality, may all be
added to the Class "A" Reserve, and thus
be brought to a common basis.

The Suhiaco municipality originally own-
ed Swan Location 2123 as a municipal en-
dowment. In the year 1941, the council sur-
rendered portion to the Crown for the use
of the Workers' Homes Board, powers hav-
ing been granted under the Reserves Act,
1939. Lots and streets were surveyed as
part of the towasite of flaglish and the sub-
division was "published" on the public plans
of the Lands Department. This had the
effect of creating the roads according to the
plan of subdivision. Later, it was decided
that; the area wvas better suited for industrial
sites, and it was arranged to hand it hack
to the Subiaco Municipality. A Crown
grant was issued to the municipality in 1945
for the area, excluding the roads which bad
become established by being shown on the
department's plans. The municipality de-
sires to have most of the roads closed for
inclusion in a scheme of re-subdivision of
the area for industrial purposes. It is neces-
sary to secure parliamentary authority to
close such roads and grant the land to the
municipality on the same footing as the
lands already handed back.

The municipality of Bunbury acquired
certain freehold lands for a new show-
ground, including the intervening Port
and Bufton-street, As the municipality
owns all the lands, including the streets,
and desires that such shall be used for the
purposes of a showground, closure of the
streets in question is necessary. The Town
Planning Commissioner and the Surveyor
General both concur in the proposal.
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The municipality of Busselton has re-
cently acquired a number of Jots for a hous-
ing scheme. The surveyed section of lots
is divided by East-street, which itself has no
outlet continuing in its own direction nor
is it likely to develop to carry traffic, and
it serves no useful purpose. The land -in
tile road would serve a greater purpose as
two building lots within the council's schepne.
The Town Planning Commissioner and Sur-
veyor General concur.

A site for a high school is being provided
at Narrogin, and it is necessary to close
portions of Keally and Gray streets and a
right-of-way, within the area of the school
reserve. The Town Planning Commissioaer
and Surveyor General alid the Narrogin
Municipal Council have concurred.

Portion of the Burakin townsite and ad-
joining country was taken for a water re-
serve. The boundaries of the townsite have
already been amended to exclude thc portion
in the water reserve, but parliamentary
authority is necessary to close the unwanted
roads and rights-f-way now of no use.

The Railway Department has re-arrangeq
its section-running and established barracks
at Yellowvdine. In this connection it was
necessary to make some adjustments to pro-
vide an area of land deemed sufficient for
such barracks, and this involved closing a
portion of a road for which parliamentary
nuthority is now sought.

The indi along the sea front at Rocking-
ham, situated between Hymus-street and the
western end of Class "A" Reserve 21487, is
of varying and, in some places, extensive
width, but is at present all "road" and is
known as part of the Esplanade. For the
better control of the area, it is deemed ad-
visable to define a road one chain in width
along the surveyed frontages of the abutting
lots and close the balance of the "road" and
declare such closed portion a Class "A"
Reserve fi recreation and vest it in the
Riockingham Road Board. The portion of
the sea front immediately adjoining and con-
tinuing te the remaining old jetty, at Rail-
way-street, has already been similarly
treated.

The proposals under the present legisla-
tion wVill thereby establish a common basis
for all the sea front from Hymas-street to
Railway-street. From Railway-street the
water front right round past Kwinana to
the Commonwealth Naval Base Reserve, is

similarly reserved reaching back to the
main road to Rockingham (Marine-terrace)
-except in lead-in roads and two areas
granted last year for the Crippled Child-
ren's Home and the Children's Orthopaedie
Hospital. The society bas now moved to
a new site mid it is desired to revert to
the original status by re-opening the por-
tion of Brown-street and returning to the
society the land it had given for the new
road.

Amongst the proposals in a town plan-
nig scheme for Narrogin is the provision

of a park and swimming pool which witll
embrace an area which includes several in-
dividual reserves, some railway lands, free-
hold properties acquired by resumption, and
also several existing roads. Arrangements
have been made with the Railway Depart-
ment for adjustment of boundaries of rail-
way lands.

It is necessary to close the roads men-
tioned in the Bill to consolidate the area
conerned into twvo portions separated only
by the existing Kipling-street which carries
the traffic into and out of the town in the
direction of Wickepin, and which will re-
main open. The Narrogin municipality's
proposals are supported by the Town Plan-
ning Commissioner and the Surveyor Cet,-
era]I.

In the original p)lan of subdivision of
portion of Fremantle, at Beaconsfield,
suburban blocks uip to seven acres in extent
were surveyed and, in sonic eases, with
streets in execss of one chain width. The
.State Housing Commission has prepared a
plan of re-subdivision of land in Yalgoo-
avenue, which latter is 150 links wide. For
better planning, it is desirable to include
in the new lots 50 links of the street, thus
leaving it ome chain wide, which is deemed
sufficient. The Fremiantle Council, Town
Planning Commissioner and Surveyor Ginl-
era] all concur in the proposal. I move--

That the Bill be now read a seconi, time.

HON. A. L. LOTON (South-East) [5.14]:
I am surprised at the Minister saying that
it is necessary to introduce legislation of
this nature at this particular time of the
session. In the pust he has always opposed
the introduction late in the session of mat-
ters of vital importance to various nmem-
hers. To introduce leg-islationl of this type
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and ask country members to agree to it
without being able to refer the matters con-
tained therein to the responsible bodies in
their districts, is to make a farce of the
Bill.

fl~o measure contains two proposals in
which I am interested. Clause 9 deals with
areas of land in the Narrogin municipality.
The Minister mentioned the portions in
licalley-street and Glray-street but did not
give a reason for the closure of the right-
of-wvay in Butler-street. As to the closures
deali. with in Clause 14, 1 understand they
are recessary in order to provide for a swvinm-
ming- pool and a park and that the muni-
cipal council and the Town Planning Corn-
miss~oner have approved of the proposal.
There has recently been a municipal council
election in Narrogin and I suggest that the
views of the council might have altered. I
do not know whether they have, but I should
like to have the proposal referred to the
council to ascertain whether it is still of
the ;amc opinion as when the request was
foriwirded to the Government.

HON. G. rRASER (West) [U3.17]: 1 also
havc a complaint, but slightly different
front that of Mr. Loton's. I agree with him
in protesting against these rush-legislation
tact'es, an accusation that was hurled at
my Party in past years. My complaint is
against the local auth ority. Here we have
a measure dealing with various parts of
the State and we are asked to say "yea",
or 'nay'' to it. Of the proposals relating
to ireas other than my own, I know
nothing, and the only guidance I can look
for is from members representing those
pro' inces.

Hon. A. L. Loton: We are in the same
position.

Hon. GI. FRASE: .No member of a
local authority has communicated with me
reg-ardipn- the three proposials for my pro-
vince. I know of them personally and have
no objection to them, bill officially I have
had no information at all. Until I hedr
information from other members as to the
proposals applicable to their provinces, I
do not know whether I can support the
second readinz. M~y complaint is against
the local authority for not notifying me
tlhat it had no objection.

S~me years ago a proposal was included]
in at similar Bill relating to my province

and I know nothing about it until the mea-
sure was introduced. I asked for an ad-
journment of the debate on that occasion.
and got into touch with the local authorityp
and wvas informed that it was not keen on
the proposal for other reasons, and certaine
guarantees wvere sought before the Bill was
passed. Similar instances might easily
occur under this Bill. We look to members
of the respective provinces to inform us
whether the proposals affecting them are
satisfactory. At the moment it is my in-
tention to vote for the second reading of
the Bill unless any objection is raised to
the proposals applying to other provinces.

On motion by Hon. C. G. Latham, debate
adj ourned.

BILLS (4)-FRMST READING.

1., Country Areas Water Supply.

2, Agricultural Areas, Great Southern
Towns and Goldfields Water Supply.

3, Parks and Reserves Act Amendment.

4, Constitution Acts Amendment (No. 4).
Received from the Assembly.

BILL-ROAD DISTRICTS ACT
AI4ENDMTNT (No. 3).

Second Reading.

])ebate resumed from thle previous 'day.

HON. L. A. LOGAN (Central) [5.25]:
1 obtained the adjournment of the debate
in order to check up on the first amend-
loeal proposed in the Bill. I was doubtful
wvhether it might refer to contracts made
by members% of a board, but I find that it
does not. It relates only'to instances where
the board may grant donations to societies,
of which members of the hoard may also
be members, and thus might he considered
to be the recipients of such gratnts. As the
measure wvill not affect contractors, I sup-
port th' second reading.

Question put and passed.
Bill rend a second time.

In Oom'nittee, etc.

Sill passed through Co mmittee without
debate, reported without amendment and
the rep)ort adopted.

Bill read a third time and passed.
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BILLr-ELECTORAL DISTRICTS.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. E. H. GRAY (West) [5.28]: This
is a very important measure and a ease
could be put up against its introduction,
but on the other hand, it must be admitted
that a redistribution of seats may be neces-
sary. Following the influx of population
into the metropolitan area during the war, it
might be argued that since the cessation of
hostilities, people have not had a fair op-
portunity to settle down again and that a
considerable movement of population might
affect the golddields, mining and agricultural
districts. This would constitute a case for
delay in introducing the measure. How-
ever, the Bill has been passed by another
place and is presented for our considera-
tion and so we must deal with it.

Over the years the Press has indulged
in most unfair propaganda about the non-
introduction of such a measure by the
Labour Government. If we examine the his-
tory of such legislation in this Parliament,
we can say with safety that such criticism
ha% been totally unfair and unfounded.
Since the original Constitution Act -was
passed in 1889, six amending redistribution
Acts have been passed by Parliament. Two
other measures were unsuccessful, one intro-
duced in 1930 by the 'Mitchell Oovernment
and one in 1937 by the Willeock Govern-
ment. Both of those Bills were defeated in
the Lower House. The one introduced by
the Labour Premier was defeated in the
absence of an absolute majority to vote for
it. If members refer to the record in "Han-
sard," they will find that the Government
of the day was one short of the number
required to pass the Bill. However, Cabinet
did its duty by introducing the measure,
even though it failed to pass.

This B~ill provides for the appointmNent
of three commissioners the same as was the
ease in the previous legislation. But there
is one important alteration. One of the
commissioners is to be the Chief Justice.
Everyone will agree with that choice. The
second is to be the Under Secretary for
Lands and the third the Chief Electoral
Officer. I take strong exception to the ap-
pointment of the Under Secretary for
Lands. It would to a lot better if the Sur-

veyor General was appointed as on the pre-
vious occasion. I am not discussing per-
sonalities, but the Surveyor General, who-
ever he might be, has a knowledge of the
State which gives him a better opportunity
to do the job and he would be of great
assistance to his fellow commissioners.
Furthermore, be is removed from the influ-
ence of the Minister.

Speaking from an actual experience .of
nine years as an Honorary Minister I would
point out that under secretaries of depart-
ments are very close to the Ministers con-
trolling those departments. To appoint the
Under Secretary for Lands as a commis-
sioner to undertake an important job of
this character would he embarrassing both
to the Under Secretary and to his Minister.
We need to remove this matter from all
possibility of unfair influence by anybody.
I would like the Minister to consider that.
I think it would be a great improvement if
he would] agree to an amendment substitut-
ing the Survefbr General for the Under
Seeretary for Lands. I think, that argui-
mesit is very sound; and from my ex peri-
ence I would say the alteration would he
welcomed by the officers concerned.

The Bill divides the State into three areas:
the -metropolitan area, the North-West area,
and the agricultural, muining and pastoral
area. It has always been admitted 'that
owing to the very buge territory which
Western Australia covers, we eould not
agree to a proposition that would provide
for every eleetor,having equal voting value
but by dividing the State into. three district,
it is tot) widespread and conies too close to
the metropolitan area. In the metropolitan
area there aire 172,691 electors as against
111,378 in 1920, an indrease of over 61,000.
That increase, is very disturhinz and should
he a matter of grave concern to everyone
with the welfare of the State at heart. it
is a had thing for a large proportion of the
people to be congregated in the metropoli-
tan area. The total enrolment is nearly
300,000, an increase since 10 of 81,210
and over 61,000 of those people are living in
the metropolitan area. Those figures
demonstrate the unsoundness of the balance.
There are too many people in the metro-
politan area and we should on every pos-
sible occasion give encouragement to country
peoplo-agriculturists and people in the far
North and in the mining districts,
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If members will examine the proposition
in this Hill they will find that a case can
be made out for a buffer area between the
mining and agricultural districts 'and the
metropolitan area so that the weighting
would taper off gradually. The Bill pro-
vides for two votes in the metropolitan area
to count as one. There are people who have
been fortunate enough-and I am not jealous
of thaw-to be able to retire on a decent
living allowance and who reside in Rocking-
ham. The Bill provides that such people
will have twice as much voting power as
we in the metropolitan area. flow can that
be jsstified? People in Rockingham are
provided with a good bus service. They can
come to Perth or Freumantle every day and
take idvantag e of 611 the amenities in the
metropolitan area. If they have motorcars
they can come to the pictures and attend all
funct'ons such as raees, football matches,
etc. They can live in Roekingham and enjoy
those amenities and yet have twice the vot-
ing piower which Jim Brown has in the
F'remantle district.

The Minister for Mines: Bring them into
the metropolitan area, then.

Honi. E. H. GRAY: The same argument
applies to people in the Murray-Wellington
distriet or the Swan electorate or the hills.

Hoa. L. Craig: So it does in Kalgoorlie.

Hon. E. 11. GRAY: No. The people there
are up against it. We cannot compare Kal-
goorlie with Roekingham or Kalamunda.
People at Kalgoorlie deserve consideration.
Every mining area of the State is entitled
to comiideration. Why should the peopliF
in Kalgoorlie or Wiluna or Norsemn or
those up North-

Honi. L. Craig: Or Bunbury.

Ho-t. E. H. GRAY: Yes. How cant we
comipare conditions and say, "We will put
them on the same level but the people who
enjoy amenities will have twice the voting
power of the people in the metropolitan
area't q It is not right or just. it would
not be very difficult to form a buffer areiq
that -would divide Western Australia into
four districts instead of three. We would
then :aper then weighting of the votes grad-
ually up to the metropolitan area. I think
that is a proposition that could be justified
and it would be a great encouragement to
people living outback. I hope every member

will carefully consider that suggestion. It
would not be difficult to submit the neces-
sary amendment, and I would like to see
one of the South-West -members do so and
thus give recognition to the p~ople outback
without whose work we in the metropolitan
area could not live and who deserve, on
every possible occasion, our support and
enlcuragement.

By amending the Bill in the direction I
have indicated, we could give a practical
demonstration of how much we consider
thiir welfare. The most important atmend-
ment in this Bill is that which seeks to
eliminate one of the North-West representa-
tires in Parliament. I cannot possibly see
bow that can he justified. For nearly 25
years, and probably more, we have heard
about the difficulties of the North-West from
the late Hon. J. J. Holmes and from Hon.
G. W. Miles and, in later years, from Hon.
F. R. Welsh and Hon. R. M. Forrest. Those
members have drummed into us on every
possible occasion the necessity of developing
the North-West. In the last year or two
a vigorous society has been organised, the
members of which have given all their spare.
time to advocating the development of that
district. Many station owners have travelled
many miles to attend the meetings of thr
organ sation and discuss methods by which
that development can be assured.

Members will -recall that before the war
an eminent representative of the Jewish
p001)10 came here and tried bard to obtain
permission for Jews to form a settlement
in the North-West. Sometimes T feel we
made a great mistake in setting that pro-
position on one side. That was some years
ago. Consider the remarkable progress these
people have made in Palestine, I feel very
sorry for them today. I have had first-hand
information from young men who have lived
in the Middle East. They went away practi-
tally anti-Semites and denounced the Jews
on every occasion but they changed their
minds when they 'went to Palestine during
the war and fought there and saw the won-
derful progress the Jewish people had made
in tbe creation of cities and the marvellous
production they had obtained from what
the Arabs called worthless country.

But what have we done with our North-
West? According to experts and to our
own members in this House-Messrs. Miles,
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Forrest and Welsh-in the Kimberleys there
are wonderful opportunities. During the
war the population decreased and is 500 less
tban it used to be. But those who live there
are battling hard to develop the place. Yet
we propose to reward them by depriving
them of one of their representatives in Par-
liament. That is a very great mistake.
North-West members are fully occupied
in looking after the requirements of their
electors who live many hundreds of miles
away-and in some instances many thous-
ands of miles away-and who deserve
every possible consideration. I should im-
agine that the job of a representative of
the North-West would be totally different
from that of the rest of us, The West
Province electorate could be lost in one of
the station areas of the North, and that
factor must be considered kvhcn legislation
of this kind is being dealt with, Thle Bill
seeks to deprive the North-West of a re-
presentative at the most critical time, and
I challenge any member to refute the troth
of that statement. The North must be popu-
lated and every inducement should be
given to people to go there. To reduc-e the
representation of that area is to offer an
insult to its residents. This House has a
reputation of broadmindedness.

The Minister for Mlines: I (lid not think
it had, aniong seone of your people.

lion. ER 1. GRAY: We have in this
Chamber men who know the North -well,
and 1 ask them to take action to retain
these four electorates. Fortunately the Bill
does not propose to interfere with the re-
Presentation of this Chamber. I would like
the Minister to have the debate ad-
journed-

The Honorary Minister: We ore hoping
to finish dealing with the Bill some time
tonight.

lion. El. 11. GRAY: The North-West
pre~cnts. a great problem, a-; it cannot be
left almost entirely emlpty. We cannot af-
ford again to take the risk of losing that
vast area anti, if we are to believe the re-
ports, of experts, there are tremendous pos-
sibilities of development in that part of the
State. I think seven representatives are few
enough adequately to represent that area.
We shouldl have a unanimous vote-with
the exception of the two Ministers-turn-
ing- down the proposal to reduce the num-

ber of representatives for the North-West.
Many members of this Chamber know all
about the North, and in that regard Mr.
Craig could probably lead the rest of us. I
leave it to members to do the right thing.

The portions of the Bill dealing with the
division of electorates by the Commission
seem to be all right. There is a new de-
parture, in that the decision of the Comm is-
sion will not be referred back to Parkia-
ment. I think that is risky and that the
Commission's decisions should be referred
to Parliament for approval, hut probably
the Commissioners can be relied upon to do
what is right. It is questionable whether
the notice provided is sufficiently long, but
there is a case for the Bill, and with the
one vital amendment I have suggested, I
feel that the measure should give sat isfac-
Lion to all concerned.

HON. E. M. HEENAR (North-East)
[5.50] : one must agree that from time to
time a redistribution of seats Bill is neces-
sary, and almost inevitable, but it seems
obvious that the result of this measure will
be to deprive the North-West of the State
of onUe representative, and the Gloldfields of
two represent~ttives. Without analysing the
Bill, 1 make the general statement that a
measure with that effect at the present
stage of this State's history is retrograde
legislation. It has often been brought home
to me as I travelled through the vast pro-
vinces whichl you, Mr. President, 'Mr. Hall
and I represent, that our whole system is
wrong. In effect, it says to the people on
the Goldfields and especially in towns such
as Linden and Laverton "You are fools
to be out here when everything worth while
is down in the city. It costs, you more for
water and if Yon wish to take your family
for a holiday YOU must work for weeks,
probably in a mine, to earn the where-
withal. it costs you a great deal to travel
to the coast. Freight costs you more than
it does people in other parts; of the Sante.
It costs more to build your house. What do
you get out of it? We grudgingly give you
the minimum amenities such a, schools,
hospitals rind so on, while in the city there
are the best facilities that can he provided.
Residents of the metropolitan area have
modern theatres, handy beaches and all the
amenities that make life wort-, living and
more attractive."!
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T do not think that is an exaggeration
of the conditions that appiy to those living
and working in the outposts of the State.
The result is that the majority of our
people drift to the city. Immediately those
on the Goldfields make a bit of money they
come to Perth. The result of all this is
that (our State is not progressing as it
should. It is an unhealthy state of affairs
when half our population lives in the metro-
politan area. For many years on the Gold-
fields---even in the good times before the
war--icople who wanted to develop indus-
tries o)r build houses had to pay 10 per
(cent. nr even 12 / per cent, interest on
the mioney they needed. .The more conser-
vative financial institutions wrote the
(ioldfiolds off altogether, and would lend
no money there.

How many members in this House or in
another place have been to Laverton,
Leonoea. or other towns such as those? The
outlook here is that those places do not
count, and the Bill is in keeping -with that
attitude towards the more sparsely popu-
lated areas of the State. Mr. Gray has
pointed out how dangerous it is to leave vast
portions of our country unpopulatedi, yet
now we are asked to pass a measure that
will have the effee-t of reducing the -repre-
sentation of huge areas. I ask members to
cns-ider the mneasuire carefully, and not
juqt f -om the point of view of the possible
brncfi-s it llI give to one political party
or another. If the measure will handicap
the Goldfields and the North-West by redtuc-
ing tie representation of those areas, it is
a had measure and one that we may regret
in years to conic. There is a lot more that
I could say hut I hope that the few argu-
ments which I have expressed, perhaps
somewhat inadequately, will induce men-
hers to give very careful consideration to
the Bill hefore agreeing to the second read-
ing.

HON. G. BENNETT$ (South) [6.11: I
wondsr at times when listening to the de-
bates in this House whether members are
alway 4 sincere in their references to the
mininE industry and the outback parks of
the Slate, such as the North-West. On many
occasions I have heard men say that were
it not fo1% the goldmines and those who are
producing in the back-blocks, it would lie
a bad lookout for the metropolitan area, and
so it would be. I came down from EatI-

goorlie by train today with a man who had
four children with him. He said he had had
all he could put up with at Kalgoorlie. I
asked him why that wa, and he said, "My
reason is that I have four children who will
have to be brought up. I cannot seql any
outlook for them on the Goldfields and what
am I to do with them when they grow up?
There are no trades to which I can put the
boys and the only thing for them is to fol-
low me into the minies. I will not let them
do that."

Then be referred to the position of the
girls and lie said, 't When they get a little
oldler, we will be worried about keeping
them from the environment of various feat-
ures of Goldfields life. There is nothing
for them to do up there. There are no
beaches or places where they can enjoy
themselves, with the result that there is
nothing to encourage thein from doing those
things which are not in the best interests-
of young folk." We have just had three very
trying days at Kalgoorlie when the tempera-
ture on Sunday, Monday and Tuesday
ranged from 103 to 106 degrees, and it did
not let up during the night at all. People
there have to live in dusty, hot conditions
and, as Mr. Heenan stressed, they have to
suffer hardships due to the high cost of
water and food supplies.

Hon. A. L. Loton:- You went back there
to li've.

H-on. G. BENNETTS: I went back, and
I will continue to live there, and they can
bury mec there.

Hon. W. J. Mann: Then what can be
wrong with it?

Hen. G. BENNETTS: I am always
pleased to back up a place that is a wealth
producer for the State. People in the metro-
politan area are like fleas living on a dog's
hack and sucking the animal's blood. I think
the speeches of some members of this House
are only kidstakes in their referencesj to the
goldmining industry. I do not know how
mnany members of this House have travelled
through my province which extends to the
borders of South Australia' and dlown to
Hopetoun, a distance of about 700 miles.
To get over that vast area it is necessary
to travel -by horse-back, camel or by some
other form of transport for which one has
to pay dearly. The people who live in those
parts have to suffer preat hardships, and
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surely they are entitled to adequate repre-
sentation in Iarliament, much more so tban
those who reside in the city. Members -re-
presenting near-metropolitan constituencies,

,and particularly those representing the
metropolitan area, in this House have hardly
any work at all to do for their constitnents,
whereas we who represent the outer areas
are more or less glorified messenger boys.

Hion. L. B. Bolton ou should have a few
industries to look after like I have.

Hon. 0. BENNETTS: I have had to work
in the back-blocks where they rear big
families.

lion. L. B. Bolton: Have you ever been
round my province?

lion. 0. BENNETTS: No.
Hon. L. BI. Bolton- There you are!

lion. G. BENNETTS: But the hon. mem-
her's province would not compare with mine
in size.

lion. W_' J. Mann: You have '700 miles
more than Air. Bolton has!

lion. G. BEINNETTS: We have some
memnbers here who represent the North-West.
I hine been through that part of the State
on horse-hack. I went as far as Marble
Bar, Cue and Day Dawn.

lion. J. A. Dinimiti: They are not in the
North-West.

Rion, G. BEN'NETTS: I have been inand
too. That was in 1911.

The Honorary Minister: What was the
furthest 3ou went north?

lion. GI. BENNETTS: I went as far as
Marble Bar, and it was, 115 degrees in the
shade there. Under the Bill those people
are to have less representation in Parlia-
went than at present. That sort of thing
lends encouragement to the idea of those
residing in 'the hinterland that we are not
coneerned with people investing capital in
that part of' the State If we are to take
away some of their parliamentary repre-
sentation, they will be placed in the same
position as that applying to the Goldfields.
We have an increased ,population in the
metropolitan area and, of course, that means
that it must have extra representation in
Parliament. On the other hand, there has
been an increase in the population on the
Goldields. I do not know if that applies
to the 'North-West.

With the immigration policy in progress
we are sure to get more population on the
Gold fields, At present all the industries up
there are welt understaffed and all the
gangs on the Common wealth and State rail-
ways are at half-strength. Under existing
circumstances people outback are attracted
to the metropolitan area. However, I shall
not talk at any greater length. I could
stand up all day and get nowhere with this.
I have aired my views and I am of the
opinion that while there must necessarily
be an increase in the representation of the
metropolitan area, in all fairness the people
who reside in the back country should, if
possible, he given extra representation in
Parliament or, at any rate, should retain
that which they enjoy at present.

HOW. W. R. HALL (North-East) [6.81:
I desire to enter my emphatic protest
against the Bill, which seeks to reduce the
representation of the Goldfields areas in
Parliament. I have listened to the spetehes
delivered so far, and I admit the truth of
the statement that there has been an influx
of population to'the metropolitan area. But
there is no guarantee that ninny of them
will not very soon go hack to the hinter-
land of the State. When we appreciate the
fact that the Owalia mine is short of 250
men, there must be some reason for it. I
think it is that we have a roving popula-
tion in this State at the present time, end
the men have not settled down since the
war.

The metropolitan area cannot carry so
many people very much longer and I am
convinced that in a short time we will find
the population of agricultural and mining-
townships increasing. That will apply
throughout the North-East province and in
the South province as well. The p~eople
there are ait least entitled to the parliamenit-
ary representation they possess today. 'Meni-
hers representing outback eonstitiienL;es
have-a difficult task to perform and are
faced with the necessity of doing a lot of
travelling, covering- many -thous-ands of
square miles in order to eontact their Pon-
stituents. For my part, I am afraid T harte
not been able to visit every part of the
North-East province.

Hon. IT. L. Roche: You should be
ash amied of yourself!
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flea. W. R. HALL: The hon. moem-
ber represents a small pocket borough over
which he could travel by horse and buggy
in twj: days.

The Honorary Minister; He could almost
walk around it in that time!

lion. W. R. HALL: Yes, and
see by the interjections from some
hon. member's own Party that they
agreemnit with that.

I- can
of the
are in

Hon. A. L. Loton: Not at all.

Hen. W. R. HALL: I feel particularly
the position regarding the outer areas and
some of the rural districts as well, where
mining and agriculture are carried out to-
gethrr. I refer to places like Southern
Cross; end Carabbin. Surely they are en-
titled to the representation in Parliament
that they possess today. When we con-
sider that 250 men are required in a mine.

over 700 miles away from Perth, it is ob-
ioun that something is wrong. I protest

against the Bill because it is designed to
deprive the Goldfields of some of their
parliamentary representation. I shall cer-
tainly oppose the second reading of the
Bill.

RON. R. J. DOYLEN (South) (6.13]:
Apparently the Bill has been designed to
deprive the North-West of one seat and the
Goli~fields of two seats. I believe that, con-
sidering the conditions on the Goldfields--
and it must be the same in the North-West
-it is practically impossible for the par-
liamentary representatives of those areas t
keel) in touch with their electors under
enis in,( conditions. It must indeed be ex-
trenmely hard for them to cover the whole
of their districts and visit their electorates
during the 12 months. It has to be borne in
mini that only in the first part of the year
do hey have an opportunity to tour their
elvectorates because in the latter half the
neessary time is not at their disposal. There
are occasions when, in order to attend to
an important function in his electorate, a
member must neglect his duties in Parlia-
mci t. If there is reduced representation,
it uill be less possible to visit the electorates
thau at present.

APny proposal to reduce their podlia-
mentary representation will create a had
impression upon the residents of the Gold-

fieldi; and the outer areas. There are many
requirements sand amenities needed in the
North-West and the rural districts, as well
as in the Goldfields areas, and the people
residing, in those parts should have an op-
portunity to confer with their parliamentary
representatives in that regard. Now it is pro-
posed to make that more difficult, partien-
rarly in the North-West where instead of
having four members to represent them in
another place, they are to have only three.
There is certainly an air of pro sperity in
the metropolitan area and, in fact, at pre-
sent it is really prosperous. On the other
hand, the rural areas are also showing signs
of prosperity. For my part, I think it is
really what we might expect in thle unmet
diate post-war period.

Sitting suspended from 6.16 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. R. J. BOYLEN: I was saying I
did not consider that either the population
or the p)rosperity of the metropolitan area
would increase to any great extent doring
the next few years, and it is at a time
like this that a measure of this nature is
introduced which will only tend to increase
the representation in the Parliament of
Western Australia of the metropolitan area
at the expense of the outback districts.
Whatever arguments may be adduced in
favour of the Bill, I cannot divorce from
my mind the fact that the main reason for
its introduction is to deplete the representa-
tion of the Lab our Party in Parliament.
TM Nort1-West seats are at present repre-
sented by Labour members and this remark
applies also to the Goldfields.

Ilon. A. L. Loton: What about the agri-
cultural areas7

lion. R. J. BOYLEN:- I do not think
it will make any difference to the agri-
cultural areas. Year in and year out the
Caldfields and the 'North-West hav-e re-
turned Labour members to Parliament. Dur-
ing, the campai-Png in M1arch lait, one of
the promises made by members of the pre-
sent Government was that the Nor Il-We"st
wculd receive closer attention than it had
previously received. How can the electors
in the North-West he expected to believe
that statement in view of the introduction
of this measure? I do not know, and I in-
tend to oppose the Bill,.
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HON. E. 14. DAVIES (West) [7.32]: 1 even today have to travel in some eases
rise with a certain amount of disappoint-
ment to speak to the measure. I have listened
to speeches of members supporting the pre-
sent Government for a number of years and
have also read their opinions as expressed
in the Press on many occasions. It has
always appeared to me that the arguments
which they adduced were in favour of
greater representation for the people
domiciled in the outback and country
districts of the State. It is rather surprising
to note that on this occasion the Government
has gone back on its own principles by
introducing this Hill, which aims at deplet-
ing the representation of the North-West
and the Goldfields in the Parliament of the
State.

I remember coming to this State with my
parents as a small boy. We resided at that
time in what were then described as the
outskirts of the metropolitan area. The land
was mostly black sand and bush. I welt.
remember the difficulties with which my
parents had to contend, as there was no
transport, no lighting facilities, no water.
Gencrally speaking, there was a complete
absence of the amenities now existing in
the metropolitan area. I can also remem-
ber having to go with my parents to a well
about a mile from our home to help to carry
water for the use of the family. I also
recall how at night I trudged through the
sand to catch a horse-bus that left the*
corner of Oxford and Newcastle streets for
Perth.

When I think of those days, I am re-
minded of what people in the outback dis-
tricts have to put up with today. They
suffer to an even greater extent than we did
in those early days. Yet we now find the
present Government is prepared to take
away some of the representation of the
people in the North-West and on the Gold-
fields. I have heard supporters of the Gov-
ernment denouncing centralisation and say-
ing that we should encourage people to leave
the, towns and settle in the country. I quite
agree that that is a wise policy, but we find
the younger people of the community re-
luetant to leave the metropolitan area and
one can readily understand the reason. The
country has not the amenities which may
be enjoyed in the metropolitan districts.

Afen and women in country districts-the
Pioneers and the backbone of the State-

hundreds of miles to go to hospital. Those
people are indeed entitled to greater repre-
sentation in our Parliament than are the
people in the metropolitan districts. I also
recall that not so many years ago there was
a 'hue and cry in the State for secession from
the Cdmmonweath. As a matter of fact,
we held a referendum and the people of the
State voted for secession. Their reason wag
that Western Australia was not receiving
the consideration from Canberra which was
shown by it to the more populous States.
It seems to me that the present Govern-
ment is now acting, in the same way as
Canberra, did; that is, it is bringing down
a Bill to deny fair representation to the
people living in the North-West and the
Goldfields districts. It seems to me that
those people are as far removed from the
seat of government of this State as the State
itself is removed from the Government in
Canberra. One can journey to Canberra
in less tknme than it takes to go to some of
the North-West districts.

The Government has told the people some-
thing *which it does not believe or, if it did,
it is not putting into operation on this
occasion. The people of the North-West
were nearer to the seit of the war than were
the metropolitan people. If Australia had
been invaded during the war-and 'we can
consider ourselves extremely fortunate that
it was not-the North-West would have been
the first to bear the brunt of any attack by
the enemy. I feel the Government is wrong
in its attempt to take away from the people
who are the pioneers and backbone of the
State the representation to which they are
justly entitled. The House should give
serious consideration, even at this late hour,.
to seeing that full representation is retained
for the North-West.

HON. G. ERASER (West) [7.40]: I
dwelt for a few moments in order to see
whether some of the supporters of the
measure would take the floor in an attempt
to justify the Bill, but it appeared that
none was ,prepared to avail himself of the
opportunity' . Most members, if not all, will
agree that the time is ripe for a redistribu-
tion of seats. The only argument in ques-
tion is the method of redistribution. It has
been said that the present representation
is unfair, so we thought that when the
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Goverr ment was introducing a Bill it would
have ir.troduced a measure which would pro-
vide fer representation on a fair basis. That
is where we disagree with the Governmment.
We consider this Bill an unfair measure. We
admit freely that there are some districts
which possibly could not justify their con-
tinuanve as districts, on account of the small
number of voters living there.

We ilso contend, however, that some seats
have loo many electors. But where we
:really disagree is on the method proposed
in the Bill. No-one would object to a fair
dlistribution, bitt can any member contend
that tile Bill provides for a fair distribu-
tion? Evidently the supporters of the Bill
cannot, because not one of them has taken
the floor, apart from the Minister who in-
trodnend the Bill, in an attempt to justify
the proposed distribution. We say, and
rightly, that it cannot be justified for a.
moment. Let me make a comparison. The
Bill rrovides that voting in the mining,
pastoral and agricultural areas shall be
equal. But can anyone justify the giving
of a perTson at Maddington or (losnells the
same voting power as a person living at
Espet-once?7 It is said that there 'should not
be orn-vote-one-value throughout the State,
as there must be differences. If alterationsi
must Ibe made. let them be made on a fair
basis.

The Honorary Minister: Where wvould
you draw the line?

Her. G. FRASER: I draw the line that
the inner areas should have a different
(Juota from the outer country areas.

lior, L. Craig-: What about Kalgoorlie?

lon. G. FRASER: Kalgoorlie has dis-:
abilities that Swan has not.

The Minister for Mfines: Electoral ones?

Hot. G . FRASER: A person living at
Swan can come to the city; work there and
return at night, yet he is given the same
votinz power as a person living in our far-
flung areas. I cannot understand the atti-
tude u-f members representing country d,is-
trieb,!. They are, by their silence, agreeing
to th( propiosition contained in the Bill.
The (iovernment of the day would natur-
ally iritroducee a redistribution measure that
would favour them. The Bill says in effect,
or many members think it does, that one
seat will be taken from the North-West and

two from the Goldfieds. But if any exami-
nation of the position is correct there will
be not two taken from the Goldfields but
one, and one from the country districts, the
znemt era of iWhich are sitting silent and
allowung one of their representatives to be
given to the metropolitan area.

Rion. L. Craig: They are fair minded.

Hon. G. FRASER: They have had the
whip cracked on them as it has never been
cracked on us. They do not attempt to
justify the Bill. I do not know how they
are going to square themselves with their
electors. In case they are not aware of the
position I am pointing it out to them so
that they will not afterwards be able to say
they did not understand it.

Hon. A. L. Loton: Thank you!1

Hon. GT. FRASER: All the districts in
the Great Southern are well under their
quotaq, hut their members here applaud the
Government for taking away one of their
representatives.

Kecn. E. i 1. Davies: They think they are
sitting pretty.

Hecn. G. FRASER: They will not be
when their electors get hold of them. If
they think the measure is correct, why do
they not justify it?

lien, R. J. Boylen: They cannot.
Hon. H. L. Roehe: We find you very in-

teresting.

Ron. G. FRASER: I hope I will he in-
teresting enough to show why the hon. mem-
ber should not allow one of his representa-
tives to be taken away and given to the
alreadly overfed metropolitan area.

lon. H, L. Roche: I hope that Fremantle
will nut get it.

Hon. 0. FRASER: We are ;vell over our
quota in the Fremantle area. 1 suppos'e
country members think they are martyrs in
sacrificing one of their members in the in-
teres,,s of-

Hon. J. A. flimmitt: Good government.

flon. GI. FRASER: Evidently they think
the Liberal Party is all right, because they
are giving away a member.

Hon. 14. Craig: You will not win a met-
ropolitan seat.

lieu. G. FiASER: Yes, hut they think
they are giving a representative away to
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their lords and masters. There is no protest
from North-West members, although one
of their number will be taken away. If an
attempt were made to reduce the number of
representatives for Fremantle, we would
not stay quiet.

Hon). A. L. Loton: If you thought it was
fair, you would.

Hlon. U. FRASER: We find North-West
and country members saying nothing. I
am putting these arguments forward so
that they may have a death-bed repentance.
I cannot see any fairness in the measure.
I would support a redistribution of seats
on a just basis. The State is too large to
have only three quotas. Western Austra-
lia comprises nearly half of the Common-
wealth, but we are to have only three quotas
in allotting the various electoral districts
of the State. The move is purely political.
None of the North-West seats in this House
is to be taken away, because the Govern-
ment would then lose some of its members.
But some of the representatives of the
North-West-members directly representing
those people-are to lose their seats, but
their colleagues here do not protest. It
has been said that Labour will lose three
seats, but I think Labour will lose only
two, one in the Goldfields and one in the
North-West. Tbe three seats in the metro-
politan area will not be Liberal.

lon. .J. A. flimmitt: You ought to be
happy about this.

Hon. L. Cruaig: It shows how fair we axe.
Hon. L. B. Bolton: V ou do not sound

happy.

Hon. C. FRASE3: I am not happy. I
do not care who gets the seats in the met-
ropolitan area-I want to see a fair dis-
tribution throughout the State, irrespec-
tive of who gains. No-one could kick then,
hut there is certainly a kick against this
distribution.

lion. C. F. Baxter: That is your opinion.

lion. 0. FRASER: I am here to express
my opinion. The hon. member can express
his, but he is silent tonight; the whip has
been cracked on him and he will not speak.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: The exhibition is
failing badly.

Hon. 0. FRASER: The hon. member is
where I never thought to see him; he has
kept quiet.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: I am always like that
when I amt satisfied.

H~on. G. FRASER: I would like the hon.
member to tell mue why he is satisfied. I
might vote for the Bill if he convinced
me I was wrong. I think the idea of de-
bate here is to show members where they
are right or wrong. It would be pretty
hard to induce Mir. Baxter to change his
opinion, but at least be is generally pre-
pared to give reasons for what be does.

Hon. L. B. Bolton:. He will not bite; go
ahead.

The Minister for Mines: The debate was
all used up in another place.

Hon. 0. FRASER: I do not know what
happened in another place.

The Minister for Mines: We do.

Hon. G. FRASER: I want to be sntis-
fled in this Chamber. I make this appeal,
that some alteration be made to the Bill.

Hon. J. A. Diinmitt: What for?

Hon. G. FRASER: In order to give a
fairer basis. I ask the hon. member to
justify why the outer suburban area should
be on the same basis as the outback. That
is really the only point contained in the
Bill. I agree with Mr. Gray that the Sur-
veyor General ought to be one of the three
members of the Commission. If my memory
serves nie aright, be always has been. I
think he has a greater knowledge of the
State than the Under Secretary for Lands,
and I think a fairer distribution would be
brought about from the report of a Comn-
mssion of which he was a member. I
would like the Minister to tell us why he
has not been incluided, because I expect
the Minister will reply-I do not suppose
he will be as dumb as the rest of the inem-
bers.-

There are other portions of the Bill with
which I do not entirely agree, but I realise
the dice are loaded against us, and we Ekc-

cept the Bill in a gentlemanly manner. We
do not believe in wasting the time of the
House unnecessarily. We put our views
forward and like to hear a reply to them.
We do not profess to be right every time,
but we say what we think is right. If we
can be convinced that we are wrong we will
reverse our vote. In view of the fact that
we have not been told in debate that we
are right or wrong, we can only assume
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that we are right and vote against the
secont. reading- of the Bill.

THE MINISTER FOR N2NES (Hon. H.
S. WV. Parker-Metropolitan-Suburban-in
reply) [7.55)]: 1 have listened with interest
to the Opposition to this Bill, but I am
afraid I have not heard any real reason ad-
vanced against it. Nothing hag been said
about the provinces, but only about the dis-
tricts. The only objection to the Bill raised
by the Leader of the Opposition was that
the ft ner country districts-those abutting
on th4  suburban areas--were not loaded. I
undersitand that his was the only voice
raised on that question. The only other
objection he could raise was in connection
with ;he Goldfields, and he suggested there
should he an amendment for the central
Goldfields districts so that they should have
the same ratio us the agricultural districts,
which of course they have. But he, pre-
sumably, wanted the other Goldfields areas
to have a greater loading.

Tbo Bill provides that there shall be 20
seats in the metropolitan area and 27 for
the rest of the State. The metropolitan
area includes seven-twelfths of the total
electcrs. Objections have been raised about
the North-West by members of the Labour
Party, but I draw attentioa to what hap-
pened in past years. In 1013, Mr. Collier,
the then Labour Premier, brought in a re-
distribution of seats Bill to provide that
the North-West should have only three, and
not four seats. He considered that was
ample. The population has decreased con-
sideribly since then. Again, in 1922, when
the National Party was in power, the
Lcader of the Opposition, Mfr. Collier, en-
deavwured to get an amendment through so
that the North-West should have only three
seats. The p)osition has altered considerably
since then. The population has decreased
and transport conditions have improved out
of a.1 knowledge.

One member suggested that Canberra was
closer to Perth than was the North-West.
Well, the daily papers are now delivered in
the North-West ports, but people in Can-
berri cannot get our daily papers on the
day of issue! Things have improved tre-
menlously in the North-West on account of
air transport. No doubt the Government
would have been justified in deciding to
alter the boundaries for the Upper House,

but in. view of the great area to be eovere&
and the small population, we consider it is
fair that there shall be three members for
3,000 electors in those parts whereas it is
estimated that there will be 4,000 to 5,000
in ocier districts. Mr. Fraser and Mr. Gray
were anxious to know why the Under Sec-
retary for Lands is to be on the Commission
and not the Surveyor General. The Under
Secretary for Lands was selected because he
was considered to be far more knowledge-
able of the country and the people and came
more into touch with the jeople in the
country generally than the Surveyor General
does.

Hon. W. R. Hall: What about the bound-
aries?7

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No-one
knows more about the country boundaries
than does the Under Secretary for Lands.
Objection was voiced that he was too close
to the Minister. It is extraordinary to sug-
gest that the Minister would be likely to he
influenced by the Under Secretary for
Lands.

Hon. E. H. Gray; I said it would be
embarrassing for the Minister.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: To sug-
gest that is wrong. The chairman will be
the Chief Justice and with him will be the
Chief Electoral Officer and the Under Secre-
tary for Lands. They will be there to give
information and assist the Chief Justice or
one of the other judges, and obviously the
judge would not be in any way biased. It
is a great improvement to have the Under
Secretary for Lands on the Commission.
Without speaking disparagingly of the Sur-
veyor General, I regard him more as a
scientific and office man, whereas the Under
Secretary for Lands is more practical and
gets about more. No-one would suggest that
the Tender Board is influenced by the
U~nder Secretary because he is close to the
Minister. I consider that the Under Secre-
tary could have attained that position only
after having proved himself to be a man
of undoubted integrity.

Exception was taken by Mr. Heenan to
the fact that provision is not made for one-
man-one-vote as; in the Commonwealth
sphere, but I have not heard any complaint
by Mr. Heenan that the Goldfields people
arebadly represented. Two Voters in the
metropolitan area count as the equivalent of
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one on the Goldfields, so I cannot see where
the hion. member can possibly have any ob-
jection. Two voters in the metropolitan
area are regarded as equal to one in Kal-
goorlie or Boulder City. Is there anything
unfair about that? Is it unfair that the
people at Gosnells should have equal vot-
ing power to the people of the Goldfieldst
Mr. Bennetts said that people are leaving
the Goldflelds; that he had met a man and
bi four children today who were leaving
the Goldfields because their votes at present
counted only as three compared with one
in Perth. Does he suggest that if we gave
greater voting power to Kalgoorlie, people
would stay there' Maybe they are leaving
because, in the lost 20 years, their repre-
sentation has not been as good as it
might have been. By the alteration, we
might be doing the Goldfields a good
turn, it' the effect is to change the
representation. They might then join with
the supporters of an enlightened Govern-
ment and receive better treatment than they
have had in the piast.

Ron. G. Fraser: I know something else
that your Government is called.

The MINISTER FOR M1INES: I am not
prepared to relate nll the praise we receive
Mr. Brnnetti told us that he had been on
the Goldfields for 52 years nd intended to
stay there, evin if he (lid not glet a vote.
The enlightened Commonwealth Government
does not give the people of Darwin a vote
at all.

Hon. 0. Fraser: Yes, they have a vote.

The 11IN.ISTER FOR M1INES: They
have a representative in the Federal Hlouse
who is not perinittt'd to vote.

Hon. 0I. Fra'cr: But the people have a
vote.

The MI1NISTER FOR MINES: Mr.
Boylen said it was impossible for members
to keep in touch with electors because of
the extent of the areas they represent. The
arn on the Ooldfleldi are no greater than
thlose in the agricultural districts.

lbRon. 6. Fraser: What about Kanowna
and MIur-hison I

Thc MINISTER FOR MINES: Admit-
tedly they extendl rizhit acros the State,
hot it is easier to -get into touch with electors
on the GoI'flclds than with those in many

agricultural districts. Kalgoorlie is served
by railways and aeroplanes; it has fast ser-
vices to the east and the west.

Hon. G. Bennetta: A fast service on the
express train!

The MJNISTER FOR MINES: There is
a good service in the east.

Hon. W. R. Hall: Not onl tile State rail-
ways.

The M1INISTER FOR MINES: Willi
altered boundaries we might be able to
change even that.

lion. W. RI. Hal!: This week's funny
story!

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is
suggested that the Government desires to
change the representation of the Goldfields.

Hon. It. J1. Boylen: Not suggested; said
straight out.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That
might be because the people in Victoria
recently changed their representation very
eonsiderbbly. The trend seems to be in
favour of a change.

lion. Gx. Fraser: There will be a change
in Western Australia, too.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Mr.
Davies appeared to be very concerned about
the North-West. I have explained that as far
back as 1013, it was the policy of the Labour
Party to grant only three seats to thatt part
of the State and now that conditions have
altered somewhat, the Liberal and Country
Parties have adopted that view. We are
very anxious indeed to encourage people to
go outback and we do encourage them in
every possible way, but I cannot see how
the fact cf the representation being more
in kceping with present-day conditions will
in any way influence the young people who
it is suggested should go outback. They do
not care whether they have a vote or not. All
said and done, representation is not a mnatter
of the number of votes; it is a matter of
the individual who represents the voters.
In mianx' instances the Goldfilds have been
extremely well represented, and it is not a
question of the proportion of votes. I have
referred to the suggestion that we should
dio whoat the Commonwealth does, but we
are far from adopting the Commonwealth
system. We are giving the equivalent of
two to one in the agricultural and mining
areas whereas the Commonwealth gives one
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to one throughout. M. Fraser agreed that
there Should be a redistribution of seats,
and, ncw that a Bill has been introduced,
be has been generous enough to say that,
generally speaking, the measure is fairly
right.

Hon. G. Fraser: Uip to a point.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: If it is
not, why did not the Government be sup-
ported bring in a Billi

Hon. C. Fraser: It did, but the Meaiure
was de:'eated.

Hon. E. Hi. Gray: Yes, in 1937.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I have
asked how we can justify Gosnells and
Espera ace, the North-West and Perth, and
provinces4 such as the Metropolitan-Sub-
urban province, with 31,000 electors, while
'Mr. Bennetts; represents 3,500 electors. This
means ;hat nine electors in the Metropolitan-
Suburban province equal one in Mr. Ben-
netts's province. 'No wonder people hre
leaving the Qoldfleldsl

Hon. 0. Bennetts: You can get around
your province on a bike in one day.

The MINISTER FOR. MINES: The same
disparity is found in comparing other seats.
Take the North-West: Thirty-five electors
in the Metropolitan province equal an elec-
tor in the North-West. However, it seems
perfectly clear that every member is satis-
fled with the Bill and I shall not occupy
more time in replying to the debate.

Question put.

The PRESIDENT: This Bill requires an
absolute majority to pass it, and so I shall
divide the House.

Division resulted as follows:-

He
Ho
H.

He

H'
He
Ri

Ayes
Noes -

Manjority for

Arms.

in. C. F. Baxter
n. L. B. Bolton

aSir Hal Colebatch
L.I. Craig
H.I. A. C. Dallen

on. Jr. A. Dimwmits
ma. 3. M. Forrest
on. F. E. Gibson

T. 3G . Hislop
nC. G. Latters

Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Mon.

Hon.

L.' A. Logan
A. L. Loton
W. 3. Mann
H. S. W. Parker
H. L. Roceo
H. Tuckey
F. R. Welsh
0. B. Wood
0. H. Simpson

(Taller.)

NOES.
Eon. 0. Bennetts IHon. IV. I. Hall
Hon. R. J. Boylan IHon. E. M. Heenan
Eon. E. M. Dariev Hon. 0. Praser
Hon. E. H. Gray I (Teller.)

Question thus passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Hon. J. A. Dirnmitt in the Chair; the
Minister for Mines in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 0-agreed to.

Clause 7-Matters to be considered in
dividing State into districts:

lHon. E. H. GitAY: I move ain amend-
inent--

That in lines " to 4 of Subelause (2) the
words "'with, such alterations and modifications
of internal boundaries and designation an the
Commissioners may think fit, be divided into
three electoral districts'" be struck out with a
view to inserting other words in lieu.

This is the vital amendment and is de-
signed to retain the four exsisting North-
WVest seats instead of reducing the number
to threse. I anticipated that one of the
North-West members would have moved the
amendment and I apologise for having to
do it myself. I feel sure that they will
regard it as a just amendment.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes -. .- - . 9

Noes -. -- .- .. 16

Majority against

A YES.

Hon- 0. Bennett& HOn.
Hon. R. J. Boylan IHot.
Ho.. B. Id. Davies IHOD.
Hon. X. . Forrest I1Hon
Hon. G. Fraser I

OEs
Hon.
Hon.
Elan.
Flo..
Hon.
Hon.
Hon.
Ron.

7

E. H. Gray
E. M. Heenan
F. R. Welsh
W. R. naill

(Teller.)

L. A. Logan
A. L. Loton
W. J. Mann
H. S. WV. Parker
H. La. Roche
C. H. Sitnpagn
0. B. Wood
H. Tuekey

(Teller.)

Amendment thus negatived.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 8 to 15, First Schedule, Second
Schedule, Title-agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment and thy
report adopted.

H. 0. F. Baxter
- -- 19 Hon. L. B. Bolton

- - 7 Hon. Sir Hal Colebatch
Hon. L. Craig,

- Hto.. H: A. C. Daffen
H2Fon. F. H. Gibson

- - 1TO., J. G. Hlelp
Eon 0. G. Latham

X
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Third Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR -MINES (Hon. H.
S. W.\ Parker-Metropolitan-Suburban)
[8.26]: 1 move-

That the Bill be now rend a third time.

Question put.

The PRES~1IENTi:

concurrence of an oh
members, it is necessa
should divide.

Division resulted as

Ayes
Noes

Mlajority for

Avn

Hon. C. P. Baxter
Ron. L. B. Bolton
lion. Sir Hakl (2olehateh
Ron, T.. Craig
Hon. H. A. C. Daffen
'Ron. J. A. Dimmit
Hon, R. Mi. Forrest
lion, F. E. Gibson
lion. 3. G. Riemp
Hon. C. 0. Latham

Nosi

Hen. G. Bonnis
H.on. lt . 3 Bylen
lion. E.0. aieHon. G. Fr.aies

speedy passage through this House. Rep-
resentations have been made by producers,
retailers and the Milk Board, to have the
Act amended on the lines set out in the
Bill. At the present time the Milk Board
has power only to fix the minimum price to
be paid to dairymen and the maximum price
or prices at which milk may be sold retail.

i.s tils requires the There is no provision for intermediate
solute majority of prices, it is most desirable that the board
try that the House be given power to fix the maximum price

that milk vendors may charge other milk

follows:- vendors, particularly in view of the fact

19 that a large proportion of the metropoli-
7 tan -milk -supply is now purchased by milk

vendors from other vendors who hold

12 treatment licenses. It is also desirable
12 that the rates to be charged for milk treat-

ment should bye fixed. Under the Act
Hon. .. A ~ 'treatment," covers a variety of func-

Ron. A. is, Lotoi Lions, and it would be as well to enable
Hon, W, 3. Mann
Hon. H, S. WV. Parker the board to fix, where necessary, the rates
Hon. R, L. Roche in respect of any services connected with
Hion. C. H. $impson
Hon. H. Tuckey treatment.
Han. K. R. welsh
Hon. G. B. W~ood Hon. A. L. Loton: Have you any idea of

(Telter.) the approximate rates for treatment at
.Hon. E. H. GraY presen ts
Hon. E. Mi. Heenan
Hon. W. Rt. Htail

(Teller.)

Queution thus passed.

Bill read a third tilme and passe-d.

EIhL-RESBRVES.

ireeived from the Assembly and read
a first tilme.

BILL-WAR SERVICE LAND SETTLE-
blENT AGREEMENT (LAND ACT

APPLICATION) ACT
AMENDMENT.

Returned from. the Assembly without
am endinent.

BILL--MILK ACT AMENDMENT
(No. 3).

cond Reading.

"' 1 HONn)ARVr MINISTER (lion. G.
P "nor- -Thmt)[8.321 in moving the

.fl rendling cuaid: This is a Bill to
amend Section 26 of the Milk Act, 1926-47.
If i. a liinq important measure and I hope
i' will be given due consideration and a

The HONORARY MINISTER: The di!-
ferenee for what would be called the
middleman is something like is. Id. per
gallon. There is a wide spread between
the producer and the consumer. In Sydney.
the difference between the producer and the
consumer is only 9%d. I will have inure to
say later with regard to the Royal Comn-
mission that is now sitting. Before long,
in thme metropolitan area the bulk of the
milk will be pasteurised. There is provi-
sion in the Act that the hoard may require
milk either to be paxteurised or bottled or
suipplied fromn T.T. Accredited herds, or to
comply with other conditions. Such condi-
tions almost certainly would include bot-
tling and brine cooling, which are function.;
described in the definition of "treat-
menat." in many of the country districts
treatment may not extend to pasteurisa-
Lion for some time to come. It will in-
volve cooling and possibly bottling and re-
frigeration, and therefore the rate to he
allowed for treatment should be variable
and not uniform. We cannot get pasteuri-
sation plant installed immediately every-
where, althoug-h-as I said the other even-
ing-efforts. are being made to have all
treatment depots in the metropolitan area
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equipped with up-to-date pasteurisation
plant.

In view of the probability of having
only T.T. accredited milk or pasteurised
milk, as provided in Section 27, it may be
desirable to enable the board to fix vary-
ing p'rices for differences in grade,
quality and so on. In the other States the
boards fix variable maximum rates to be
charged to consumers for different quanti-
ties. There is a rate fixed for one pint,
and a different rate for two pints, and so
on. Lc is cheaper, by comparison, to have
two p.ats of milk in one bottle than two
pints in separate bottles. There is already
power in the Act to fix rates for transport.
The Bill provides for fixing the minimum
price or prices per gallon to dairymen for
milk supplied in any dairy area, provided
that a different price or prices may be fixed
iii respect of milk produced in different
(laity areas or parts thereof, whether sold
to or purchased by a milk vendor in a
district in the dairy area in. which the milk
was produced or in a district in a different
dairy area.

It also provides for fixing the maximum
price or prices which may be charged by
milk -vendors for milk sold to other ven-
dors, provided that a different maximum
price or prices may be fixed in respect of
milk ';old in different dairy areas or parts
therecf, provided also that a different
maxinum price or prices may be fixed so-
eordir~g to differences in grade, quality,
description or quantity or place of delivery.
It prcvides for fixing the maximum rate or
rates which may be charged by any person
for ary particular service connected with the
treatmeunt of milk, provided that a different
rate Cr rates may he fixed for milk treated
in digerent dairy areas or parts thereof.

ThE Bill further provides for fixing the
maxiimum price or prices at which milk
may be sold by retail in any dairy area,
provided that a different maximum price or
priee ; may be fixed in respect of milk
delivared or sold in different dairy areas or
parts thereof; provided also that a different
maximuhm price or prices may be fixed ac-
cording to differences in grade, quality, de-
scriplion or quantity. That refers to the
consumer. It may be desirable for milk to
be 4*/2d. a pint in Perth and 4d. some-
where else, according to the circumstances.
Powers similar to these are contained in the

Victorian and New South Wales Acts. In
New South Wales the Milk Board has wide
powers; those of a Royal Commission. At
present there is a Royal Commission sitting
inquiring into the milk industry in this
State. Its terms of reference are as fol-
lows:-

To inquire into and report upon the follow-
ing matters and things in relation to milk as
defined in tlio Milk, Act, 1946, namely-

1. The cost of production, transport, treat-
iiucnt and distribution of milk.

2. Thy/priccsi to be paid by dairymen for
milk.

3. The prices to be chargcd-(a) by milk
vendors to other milk vendors, and
(b) by milk vendors to consumers.

4. The charges to be made in respect of
the transport and the treatment of
mnilkc.

3.Any other matter incidental to or con-
nected with the foregoing which the
Honorary Minister for Agriculture
shall approve as; being within the
smope of this Commission.

If this amending Bill is not passed, much of
the wvork of the Royal Commission may be
wasted . The Commissioner may recommend
that certain things be done by the Milk
Board,' for which powern does not at present
exist. I do not wish to anticipate the find-
ings oF the Royal Commissioner, or to in-
fluence them in any way. Today the pro-
ducers receive Is. 61/2d. per gallon for milk
at their farms, including 4d. per gallon
Commonwealth subsidy. That subsidy is to
cease at the end of January, and if the
Royal Commissioner says the producers
should still receive 6s. 61/2d. we wvill have to
find 4d. from somewhere else. Where is it
to come from?7

Hon. A. L. Loton: From the consumer.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I agree
that it has either to come from tfie con-
sumner or out of the Is. id. at prcsent re-
ceived by the retailer. Perhaps half of it
will have to come from each. I do not
think the producer can be cut down to any
lower figure than he is receiving today. I
know what I am talking about when I say
that. I have been among the producers.
Some of them talk about going in for beef
or butter, and I am with them when they
say they cannot produce whole milk at
under Is. 6'Ad(. per gallon. Assuming that
the Roy' al Commission will bring i n a re-
commendation to that effect, wve will have
to get. the extra 4d. from someone. Unless
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the amending Bill he agreed to, it will not
be within the power of the Milk Board to
deduct that amount from the retailers. The
Bill hag been asked for by the Retailers'
Association, by the producers and also by
the Milk Board.

Hon. H. Tuckey: Whiere do you think
the 4d. wilt come from?

The HONORARY MINISTER: I do not
know what the Royal Commission will re-
commend. Part might come from the con-
sumers and part from the retailers.

Hon. F. R. Welsh: When will the sit-
tings of the Royal Commission end?

The HONORARY MINISTER: I hope
in the near future. It must do so because
the subsidy runs out at the end of January.
It is desirable that the powers sought should
be vested in the Milk Board, and I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

HON. H. TUCKEY (South-West) [8.47]:
1 desire to support the second reading of
this measure as it is a very important one,
and in some respects long overdue. I cannot
see anything wrong with the propiosed fixa-
tion of prices because that principle has
been in operation since we adopted it year's
ago. By the means suggested, the industry
will be controlled to that extent. One part
of the Bill to which the Minister did not
make reference concerns surplus milk. That
has been a serious probtem for a long time
and bas caused a lot of dissatisfaction in
the industry. In making provision for fix-
iag a price for butterfat content, the Bill
will afford a lot of satisfaction to the in-
dustry.

Question put and passed.

Rill yead a second time.

In Committee.

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt in the Chair; the
Honorary Minister in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1-Short title:

The CHAIRMAN: There is an omission
in Clguse. 1 in that the number of a Bill
is not inserted and a blank remains in the
clause.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I move
an amendment-

That in line 4 the word "and'' be struck

As the Bill to which reference was to be
made is still before the Legislative Assembly,
it is impossible to insert the number ofi
that measure and so the amendment becomes
necessary in order that only one measure
shall be referred to.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 2- and 3, Title--agreed to.

Bill reported with an amendment.

BILL-COMMONWEALTH POWERS
ACT, 1945, AmENDMENT (No. 2).

.Second Reading.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon. G.
B. Wood-East) [8.57] in moving tho
Second reading said: This is a small1 Hill
complementary to the one just passed. In
1945 powers were referred to the Common-
wealth with regard to the fixation of prices.
We had to pass a similar measure in rekard
to the wvbeat Hill. We agreed to give the
powers to the Commonwealth Government,
which fixed prices under the National
Security Regulations. Recently Mr. Chifley
has referred those powers back to the State
and it becomes necessary to pass the legis-
lation as it applies to the Milk Board. I
move-

That the Bill be now read a secnd time.

Question put.

The PRESIDENT: As the Bill requires
an absoute majority to pass the second read-
ing, it will be necessary to divide the House.

Division taken.

The PRESIDENT: I have satisfied my-
self that there is an absolute majority in
favour of the Bill and that there is no dis-
sentient vote. I declare the division off and
the second reading carried.

Question thus passed.

Hill read a second time.

1I; Committee.

Hon. A. L. Loton in the Chair; the Hon-
orary Minister in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1-Short title:

The CHAIRMAN: It will be necessary
to insert a number in line 4 where the blank
appears.
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The 'HONORARY MINISTER: I move
An amendment-

That in line 4 after the word ''No" the
figures ''31" be inserted.

Amerdment put and passed; the clause,
As ameaded, agreed to.

Clauses 2 and 3, Title--agreed to.

Bill reported with an amendment and the
report adopted.

RESOLUTION-STATE FORESTS.

To Revoke Dedication.

Debate resumed from the previous day on
the motion of the Minister for Mines to con-
cur in the Assembly's resolution as fol-

Thati the proposal for the partial revocation
-of State- Forests Nos. 4, 12, 20, 21, 22, 23p 25
and'S?', laid upoii the Table of the Legislative
Council by commuand of His Excellency the
LieotenntGoveruor on 4th December, 1947, be
carried out.

HOW. ,W. 3. MANN (South-West) [8.59]:
I hare 'perused the resolution with some in-
terest, as a number of the revocations are
situate.] in the province I rep-resent. I find
that they have been requested byihbe people
in the various areas and therefore have
much pleasure in supportinig the -resolution.

Question put and passed, the resolution
agreed to and a niesage accordingly retul.
ed to the Assembly.

BI-.f&-SUFERANNUATION, SICK,
DEATH, INSURANCE, GUARANTEE
AND ENDOWMENT (LOCAL GOV-
EWING BODIES' EMPLOYEES)

FUNDS.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR BUNES (H~on.1fl
S. W!. Parker- Metropolitan-S uburba n)
[9.0] in moving the second -reading said:
This s'iort Bill merely proposes to empower
local governing bodies to provide superan-
nuation schemes for their employees. Re-
presentations were made on behalf of the
Fremantle municipality which was ex-
tremneli anxious to inaugurate a superanu-
ation, eherne for its employees and it was
found that the bylaws under the MIunicipt]l
Corporations Act did not give the mniaie

pality the necessa-ry power. This view was
confirmed by legal advice. Munieipalites
and road boards are extremely anx~ous to
provide siwerannuation schemes for thet
employees and in consequence it was d
cided to bring down this legislation, whi,*~
will give the necessary authority not only
to municipal councils but also to. road
boards. If members will examine the Bill
they will find that the -word "corporat ' 6
means a municipality and a hojard of a
road district.

If the Bill is passed, then such local gov-
erning bodies, or a, collection of road boards
or municipalities, or both, may enter into
an arrangement to formulate a scheme for
superannuation, sickness, death1 insurance,
guarantee and endowment funds for their
employees. The fund nlay be estahlishL.
ed and maintained by the ordinary revenue
Of the Corporation or out of deductions from
the -remuneration of emnployees who volun-
tarily elect to enter the scheme. Any such
scheme entered into before this Bill becomes
an Act, provided it is approved by tho
Govrnor, will be declared to he as valid
and effectual as though it had been estab-
lished under this measure. Provision is3
made for the proper auditing of the
accounts of the schemeo, whic-h will be formu-
lated by the corporations.

Hon. H. Tuckey: There is nothing of a
comp-ilsory nature about the scheme?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No. The
Bill Aso provides that it shall be in addition
to, and not in reduction of, any powers that
Juuuiciltalities or road boards already have.
I understand there is no opposition to the
Bill; in fact, that it has been requested by
the local authorities. I move-.

That the Bill be now read q secona time.

HON. H. TUCKEY (South-West) [9.4]:
1 support the measure. This mnatter has had
the attention of the Road Board Associa-
tion for many years. Local bodies have
triad to introduce some form of compulsory
scheme, but nothing came of those pro-
pams, s I am pleased now that under this
Bill 5.oards, or a collection of boards, may
formulate a superannuation scheme. The
measure, I am sure, has the approval of the
local governing bodies throughout the State
and of their employees. They will he pleased
to krow the Bill has been passed by Phirlia
mnent.
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HON. E. H. GRAY (West) [9.5:I1 sup- would be a tremendous help to, have at
port the measure. It is necessary on ac-
count of an omission in amendments which
were made to the Municipal Corporations
Act and the Road Districts Act and which
were introduced in this Chamber by myself.
Power was lpurported to be given to local
authorities under those Acts to formulate
superannuation and benefit funds for their
employees and it was confidently thought
that the power so given was sufficient for
the purpose. It was subsequently discov-
ered, however, that there were flaws in the
Acts. It was really an oversight by the
Crown Law Department and probably the
Local Government officials missed the point,
too. Representations were subsequently
made to the Minister for Local Government'
and I was able to assure him that this
wats so.

Hon. H. Tuckey: The scheme has been
held up for years.

Hon. E. Hf. GRAY: This Bill will rectify
the omission.

HON. L. CRAIG (South-West) [9.'7]: I
have hut little to say about the Bill. It is
a good idea to allow boards to establish
superannuation funds, but these may be-
come dangerous in the case of small boards
whose revenue is not great.

Hon. E. MI. Davies: It is not compulsory.

Hon. L. CRAIG: Such boards should be
very careful to ascertain whether they can
afford such a scheme. I suggest that the
Government obtain the advice of a com-
petent actuary on the establishment of a
standard scheme that would be applicable
to all local authorities. M1any superannua-
tion schemes have failed because their funds
have become low.

Hon. H. Tuekey: We had the advice of
an expert from Melbourne.

Hon. L. CRAIG: There is only one actu-
ary in Western Australia.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: Is there one?

Hon. L. CRAIG: Yes.

Hon. L~. B. Bolton: No.

Hon. L. CRAIG: The A.M.P. Society has
a qualified actuary. Although I do not wish
this to be made public, he could be made
available to the Government at no cost to
help to formulate a standard scheme. It

scheme of that type which could he adjust-
ed to the revenues of the local authorities.
It is mlost important that the scheme should
be considered and approved by a chartered
actuary. We know what happened to the
Government scheme. A few years ago the
Government had to put into the scheme over
£500,000 owving to some actuarial miscalcu-
lation. I make this suggest ion to the Gov-
ernment which I hope it will adopt, and I
now offer the services of a chartered actu-
ary to help the Government in whatever it
likes to do about the matter.

HON. E. M. DAVIES (West) [9.9] : 1
also support the Bill. I am a member of
a local authority that sought legal advice
on the question of introducing a super-
annuation scheme for its employees. A4s a
matter of fact, a scheme had already been
inaugurated by the local authority of which
I am a member, but we found we had not
sufficint power to proceed with it. There-
fore, it is necessary that this Bill should
be passed. I point out that it is in no way
obligatory upon a local authority to intro-
duce a superannuation scheme. The Muni-
cipal Corporations Act provides that a local
authority may, when its employers retire,
grant them up to a maximum of 12 mnths'
salary or wages. A number of employees,
owing to their age, will be retiring in the
near future and it has been found that the
practice to which I have referred will be
a burden upon the local authorities. The,
scheme adopted by my local authority is
underwvritten by an insurance company. The
scheme was considered from an actuarial
point of view and the contributions from the
employees and the subsidies of the local
authority have been actuarially based. The
scheme is recognised as being actuarially
sound. Any other local authority that de-
sires to introduce such a scheme should bare
power to do so. It will be able to get the
advice of any representative insurance com-
pany in Western Australia.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

.In Committee.

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt in the Chair; the
Minister for Mines in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 3-agreed to.
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Clause 4-Provision for validating of
existing schemes:

Hon. E. H. GRAY: For the information
of Mr. Craig' I may say that when 1 was
Minister in charge of local government, I
convened-at the request of the Road Board
Association, the Country Road Board As-
sociation, the metropolitan body, the Muni-
cipal awid Road Board Employees' Union
and the Local Government Officers' Associa-
tion-a. conference at the same time as our
superannuation scheme was being considered
by the Eastern States actuary. He was good
enough to come to our conference, and Mr.
Bromfie'd, flip chairman of the State Super-
annuation tind, undertook to draft a
scheme. A committee representative of all
tbese organisations was formed5 and Mr.
]3romfied was in charge of it. A scheme was
evolved, and okayed by the actuary from
the .Ea.-tern States, and presented to the
grganisations concerned. Unfortunately we
could nut get agreement with the Local Gov-
erning Bodies' Officers' Association, but if
the local authorities at any time wish to
organise- a United scheme they have only to
get the file where they will find the par-
ticulars already set out.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 5 to 7, Title-agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Third Reading.

Bill read a third time and passed

BILL-SUPERANNUATION ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Order of the Day read for the resump-
tion from the previous day of the debate
on the second reading.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, ieported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Bill read a third time and passed.

BILI-PAEKS AND RESERVES ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. H.
S. W. Parker-Metropolitan-Suburban)
[9.20] in moving the second said: This Bill
is to amend the Parks and Reserves Act
of 1935. As members knowv many parks
and reserves are controlled under that old
.Act, but stiangely enough the powers for
making regulations have been found to be
deficient. Recently a motorist drove on the
law~ns of King's Park, and it was discovered
that he had committed no offence under the
bylaws, and furthermore, that bylaws could
not be made. The Bill, therefore, is to give
greater powers for the making of bylaws,
to prescribe rules to be observed in respect
of any vehicle being driven or used on roads,
and the use of footpaths and bridle tracks
on park lands and reserves. It is also to
regulate, prohibit or restrict the driving of
any specified kinds of vehicles, and to pro-
scribe the places where vehicles of any class
may, or may not, be parked on park lands
and reserves. The measure is more or less
a formal one, but it is nevertheless essential
in order that the authorities controlling
parks and reserves shall be able to make the
necessary regulations. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Question put and passed.

Bill-read a second time.

In Gofmmit tee, etc.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Bill read a third time and passed.

BILL-AGRICULTURAL AREAS,
GREAT SOUTHERN TOWNS
AND GOLDFIELDS WATER

SUPPLY.
Second Reading.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon. 0.
B. Wood-East) [9.25] in moving the
second reading said: This is a Bill to make
provision for a comprehensive water supply
in various districts in Western Australia.
The Act may be cited as the Agricultural
Areas, Great Southern Towns and Goldfields
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Water Supply Act, 1947, and it will come
into operation on a date to be fixed by pro-
clamation, provided that such proclamation
shall not issuc until such time as satis-
factory Iinafiwial arrangements have been
made by the State and Commonwealth Gov-
ernments.

There are two Bills that will come before
the House, and this measure is to be read
in conjunction with the Country Areas
Water Supply Bill. it is not my intention
to have both Bills before the Ho-use simul-
taneously. I know from past experience
that a considerable amount of confusion
can ensue when we have two such Pills as
these to consider at the same time. I pro-
pose, therefore, to have this Bill carried, if
members agree to pass it, and then deal
with the ofther. This measure is one to am-
prove of certain work being done. The other
Bill i6 merely the machinery one. It is long
and will be subject to amendment, if the
various machinery clauses are not accept-
able. I take it for granted, however, that
if tis, measure is agreed to the other will
be, subject to amendment if desirable.

Similar Bills were before Parliament last
year with this exception, that the proposi-
lion then was indeed a costly one and was
subjectcd to considerable criticism from cer-
tain areas-particularly the Great South-
ern. The cost of the project uinder this
measure will he :it-out 50 per cent. less than
last year's proposition when we were then
,asked to spend abouit .0,1500,000. The pre-
r;ent proposal is estimated to 'cost
£C4,500,600. Even at tile reduced cost, the
present scheme will be of tremendous im-
portance to the State. In view of the
general unanimity and lack of criticism of
this Bill, it is far better than the one which
was before Parliament last year. The Bill
is substantially' the same as that recom-
mended by 1Mr. Loder, chairman of the Comn-
mionwealth Department of Works Commit-
tee, who made inquiries into the matter.

One big difference between the two
schemes' is that under the present proposal,
the pipeline to run f romi Wellington Dani to
Narrogin, Will he considerably bigger in size
than was suggested by M1r. Loder. It is desir-
able to have the larger pipeline in view of
the anticipated increase in population and
production in the yearn to come. Of course
the written consent of the Commonwealth

Government is necessary before the scheme
can be proceeded with. The scheme as set
out in the Bill is based on the reommenda-
tions of the Commonwealth, the only dif-
ference being the size of the pipeline as
I have already mentioned. Under the scheme
of last year large areas, particularly to the
east of the Great Southern, were to be
brought under the proposed scheme, but,
on this occasion, those areas are not in-
eluded. I consider that this will have the
approval of at least 90 per cent, of the
people.

E~on. E. AT. Davies: For what reason are
they not included?

The HONORARY MINISTER: Those
people do not want the water supply.

I-on. E. Mf. Davies- Have they water
supplies of their own 9

The HONORARY MINISTER: Yes, and
they do not wvant to have to pay the cost
of another supply. That. is only reason-
able. I should not tike to have to pay rates
for water on my farm because I have a
particularly good supply. My property is
not very large, and yet it has probably one
of the best water supplies in the eastern
districts. Many people in the Great South-
ern are similarly situated. They have spent
much money on the sinking of darns, which
is cheaper than putting in a comprehensive
scheme,

IMon. E. HI. Gray: Bat not so safe.

The HONORARY MINISTER: It used
to be said that if a dam were put on the
top of a hill in the Great Southern, in the
ivet years it would fill. If a daln is placed
on a selected site by people having a know-
ledge of the country and of the rainfall, it
is safe, particularly if the dam is covered.
I do not think enough has been done in
the way of covering dams.

I do not want to deny any information
I can give as to the reasons for the scheme.
Owing, to certain objections, the scheme of
last year was dropped. I believe that this
modified scheme will meet with the approval
of at least 95 per cent. of the people. Nego-
tiations with the Commonwealth are not
quite complete, hut I have every reason to
believe that it will support these proposals.
While the State Government is spending a
considerable amount on the scheme, most
of the money will have to be found by the
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Commonwealth. The cost of raising the
Mfundaring Weir will be borne by the State
Government, as well as the cost of the work
at the Wellington Dam. We hope a decisionl
will be reached shortly and that the work
will be proceeded with. It is desirable
that the work should be put in hand inl
areas sucb as the North-Eastern wheat belt
and parts of the Great Southern where there
are no adequate schemes at present.

I want members to understand that dams
are satisfactory only in districts of certain
rainfall, not everywhere. Probably in the
Noflh-31tastern wheat belt, dams would not

bevery safe; in fact, I think they would
be very unsafe, and that is where it is most
desirable this scheme should he put into
ope~rati~ni as Scot as possible. In many
areas, probably even in the Great Southern
where the rainfall is good, lack of water has
retardel development of the country as well
as the (leevlopment of the towns. I have been
in towns on the Great Southern where it has
been very hard to get a bath owing to the
very insdequate water supplies. This scheme
will be of immense benefit to the Great
Southern towns as well as to the farm lands.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Will the scheme reach
Katanning?

The )IONORARY MINISTER: Yes. We
cannot afford to delay this work.

Hon. H,. Tuckey: How far down will it
gol

The :IONoRARY MINISTER: Katan-
ning is the most southerly town, unless an
extension further South is made later. The
scheme will supply Pingelly, and the main
pipeline will be carried to Narrogin and then
down, the Great Southern.

Hon. G. Bennetts: How will the Gold-
fields benefit?

The HONORARY MINISTER: I do not
know ohether the Goldfields will get any
more benefit because I believe the present
suipply is adequate. If the Goldields are
short of water, they can easily be catered
for by* the increased supply that will be
available from Mundaring.

Hon. fl. Bennetts: No. 7 pump is in action
for the first time for many years.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I shall
give fig ires showing the present and the
proposed supplies from Mundaring, and I
think the hon. member will be happy when
be hear& them.

Hon. G. Bennetta: We are more concerned
about getting water at a cheaper rate.

The HONORARY3MINISTER: The Gov-
erment has given much consideration to
that matter and to the question whether it
would pay to increase the charge very
slightly to the great body of consumers in
order to make water available to the Gold-
fields at a lower rate. That would even up
the charges and I think it would be desirable
to do so. I have always subscribed to the
idea that the man who is far away should
not lbave to pay much more for his require-
ment than the man who is less distant. I
have noticed great anomalies in the water
charges in the Great Southern, one man pay-
ing 5s. and a maui on the other side of the
road Is. 6d. or comparable figures, because
the scheme on one side happened to cost a
little nTote. Such a disparity in not right.

The happiest relations exist between the
Commonwvealth and the State regarding the
modified scheme. This really confirms the
attitude adopted by this House last Year,
which had much to dlo with the defeat of
the other Bill after a conference. Things
are going much better for everybody con-
cerned than they were last year. One thing

Lanld the engineers are a little concerned
ahout is that the installation of the scheme
may be retarded through a shortage of pipes.
I do I-ot know how we shall overcome that,
but we shall, of course. Still, it is causing
concern at present.

Cert'ain p)riorities are provided under the
semie, the first priority being the North-
eastern wheat belt. I think it only right
that those districts should 'receive first con-
sideration. They will be supplied from the
Mundaring eatehment and later on areas in
the Great Southern will be supplied from
,the Wellington dam. Members representing
the Great Southern should look forward
with coinsiderablk pleasure to this scheme.
Imagine having plenty of water in country
towns and on the farms of the men that
want it! It has always seemed extraordin-
ary to me that in country towns like Katan-
fling and Narrogin, there should not be an
abundance of water because there the rain-
fall is fairly copious. As to the figures I
spoke of, by raising the -Mundaring Weir,
the capacity of the catchment will be in-
creaqed from 4,600 million gallons to 15,000
million gallons. . That is a considerable in-
crease. At the Wellington Dam, the pre-
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sent capacity of 7,500 million gallons wvill
be increased to 38,000 million gallons.

lion. A. L. Loton: Is there any work
proceeding on the Wellington Dam at this
'Staget

The HONORARY MINISTER: So far
w, T know, there is not, but I believe the
preliminary work will soon be put in hand
at both places.

Hon. H:. L. Roche: Is not the cost of
raising those weirs to be a State responsi-
bility.

The IIONORARY MINISTER: Yes.

Hon. G. Bennetts: Are those figures the
same as were given last year?

The HONORARY MINISTER: I assume
they are;- they have been put up by the same
engineers. The rapid industrialisation anti-
(cipated in the South-West and the Great
Southern towns wvill soon absorb the whole
of the present capacity of the Wellington
Dam anti, even if the farmers do not want;
the water, the scheme nevertheless should be
lproceeded with. The two Bills now before
the House aire very similar to those that
were frilly debated Last year. Unquestion-
ably we need water at 'Northam, York and
such like places. In miy home town of
York. tlit product ion of vegetables has
been retarded throug-h lack of water. I
do not know what the capacity of the Avon
Valley for vegetable growing would be if
thp water were available. Orehardists,
people wishing to grow lucerne and engage
in dairyinz and pi-! raiqincr cannot get
water at thle cheapl rate because the supply
is; insufficient, Some people are on the
cheap rate anid get water at Is. 6d. per
thousand gallons. They have been on the
chieap rate for many years- and will not he
interfered with, but many Others wish to
'-rO On that rate and when this scheme baa
been completedl. they will be permitted to
do so.

lIon. Vs. Bennetts: It is, lack of water
that hangs ever 'ything up. I guarantee
that the Ooldfields could produce anything
if only adequate water were available.

.The HONORARY M1NISTEI : I wish to
quote from the report Of the Committee that
toured most of the southern portions of
the State and reported on the Great South-
ern towns. The report stated-

The committee, during its visit to the area
found a universal demand for additioali water

in practically all towns included in the itin-
erary, and this need has been verified by the
ifield investigators. It appears that the towns
on the Great Southern ftilway line, between
Beverley and Ratanning, a-re partiealarly in
need of supplemnen ted water supplies, while
Narrogin, Wagin and Katanning in particular
hare a strong case in favour of the develop-
mnent of local industries.

Another important point is that the rail-
ways need better water supplies. The Rail-
way Department has had to spend some
thousands of pounds in the southern por-
tioL of the State for the carting of water
for locomotives. I believe that in some of
the areas water carting will have. to be
undertaken shortly on account of the dry
season. I do not intend to saty any more
at this stage. I do not want to withhold
information members require. I have a
lot of facts here and anything members de-
Aire to know I shall be only too glad to
tell themn when replying to the debate.I
move-

That the Bill be now read a secondI time.

HON. A. L. LOTON (South-East) [9.46]:
It is with far different feelings that I rise
to speak to this Bill, from those which I
experienced last session. On that occasion,
with my two colleagues from the South-East
'province, I opposed the measure submitted
because it was an imposition on one section
of the community. The farming community
would have had to carry the whole burden
and the towns would have derived the whole
of the bencflt. NVow, through thL change
of Government and through our havingr a
Minis1ter from down that way in control of
the Bill, we have a measure which contains
Most of the amendments which we suggested
in this House last year and which we fought
for throughout.

Ie hae whiqopportunity to thank those
membes hos o loyally stayed with us dur-

ing thie whole of the debates on that oc-
casion, and I think that we can say now
that wev were on the right side and that the
propositions we submitted were along the
correct lines; because when 'Mr. Loder and
his, officers from the Commonwealth Govern-
ment came over and made their investiga-
tions, they more or less substantiated the
suggeZstions we had submitted. The Great
Southd~n members hare had several talks
with the Minister and Mr. Thimas conern-
ing this legislation, and I am pleased to
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say that the ideas placed before both those
gentlemen have been more or less embodied
in the two Bills we have to consider. There
are a couple of minor clauses which we shall
debate in Committee.

At this stage I would like to ask the M~n-
i~ter it he wvill ascertain from the Minister
for Wcrks whether the assurance he gave
to a deputation 'will be given effect to:
namely, that when the work commences from
Wellington towards Narrogin in connection
with this sche~ne work would also commcncc
from Narrogin towards Brookton and Pin-
gelly. The Minister made that statement
to a deputation and Mr. Dlumas was pre-
sent. But there is no mention, either in the
broehur, which has been provided or in the
Bill, of the fact that the work will be pro-
ceeded with on that basis. This Bill pro-
vides for an adequate water supply for
towns (on the Great Southern. I do not
think tlat the northern towns of Brockton.
Pingxelly_ and Narrogin have ever had an
adequat3 water supply.

During the last 24 years, Brookton and
Pingelly) have had to pay rates for a sub-
stance that on some occasions came through
the pipes totally unfit for domestic use, and
not even fit to be used on lawns or gardens. It
does not; seem possible that within four years
after the Bill has been proclaimed water will
1)0 prov clod for the peole of thosc centres.
T make particular reference to the words
"after tie Bill has been proclaimed' because
therein lies the one drawback. It has not
been finally agreed as to what financial aid
will be forthcoming from the Commonwealth
Government. The Minister has said that the
raising of the wall at Mundaring has Pro-
ceeded to a considerable degree, and I think
that only two more years will elapse before
it will te completed. I would like to, malie
a guess and say that when th0 team em-
ployed itt Mundaring have finished their job
they will be transferred to Wellington.

Hon. L. Craig: Wellington is the first

Ron. A. L. LOTON:
working for two years at
ing the wall.

Hon. A. L. LOTON: Mr. Duas said that
in two years the wall would be completed.
He told us that himself. I know what I
am saying on this matter, because we con-
sulted Mr. Dumas on more than one oca-
sion. As we are going to obtain an adequate
supply of water for towns in the Great
Southern area on the same charge basis as
at preseft-that is to say, at no increased
cost-I[ am wholeheartedly in favour of the
Bill.

On motion by Hon. L. A. Logan, debate
adjourned.

DISCHARGE OF ORDERS.

The following Orders of the flay were
discharged:-

1, Egg Production Industry (Trust Fund)
Bill.

2,1 Cattle Industry Compensation Bill.

On motion by the Honorary Minister.

House adjourned at 9.53 p.m.

They have been
Mundaring rais-

The Honorary Minister: Not in the pro-
per manner. They have not had the
material.


