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1le piid a tribute to the management of the

GC.0.D. in the matter of finance. He was
treapurcr at the time the Government guar-
antee wag sought, Not only had g State Gov-
ernment guarantee of £300,000 been extended,
but it had also been approved that £400,000
be guaranteed by the Government for a trading
account, to eover working expenses of the can-
nery. Ele stated that the work and the enter-
prise of the C.0.D. was 2 fine testimonial to
the sucress of a well-considered enterprise, and
an example that could be followed by other
section: of primary preducers.
There we have an illustration of a Labour
Gavernment in Queensland being prepared
to support the primary producers to the
extent of nearly £750,000 to help the enter-
prise. Here in Western Australia we
have a company of farmers who, without
any assistance from anyone, erected a
plant :hat cost nearly £600,000 and has
made tremendous savings for the .people
of the State. This year alone there will
be keot in the State one-and-a-quarter
millions of money that would have gone
out to buy jute but for the operations of
the ecmpany. Here we have a Labour
Party that since the ineeption of the com-
pany has never failed to work against it
as a s2lf-helping organisation,

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: That is a lie. Who
introdnced the Bulk Handling Aet?

Mr. ACKLAND: The Leader of the
Oppos.tion knows as well as I do that what
I have stated is a faect.

Hon. F. J. 8. Wige: That is a lie. You
are NErTOW.

Mr. ACKLAND: In the first instance we
were refused sites on which to build our
bins.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Where?

Mr. ACKLAND: In various parts of the
State.

Hon. F, J. S. Wise: That is not froe.

Mr. ACKLAND: I know it is a fact.

Hon. ¥. J. 8. Wise: Of eourse, every-
thing you say is a fact!

Mr. ACKLAND: I know that the Leader
of the Opposition was partly responsible
for keeping us out of the Fremantle hos-
pital silo. e practically forced the
Labour Government to appoint a Royal
Commission,

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: You are & humbug.

Mr. ACKLAND: There was such an out-
cry from one end of the wheat-growing
districts to the other that the Royal Com-
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mission brought in a verdict that forced
the Labour administration of the time to
introduce the Co-operative Bulk Handling
Bill. The Labour Party had no wish to
allow us to handle the wheat, but pre-
ferred to have a body of bureaucrats—I
cannot find a better word—heads of de-
partments, handling the affairs of the
farmers vather than permit them to handle
their own without a farthing of expense
to the eountry. I say that the statement
made by the member for North-East Ire-
mantle had no substance in faet and that
the position is as I have presented it to
the Committee.
Progress reported.

House adjourned at 11.24 p.m.
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QUESTIONS.
RESEARCH STATION.
As to Purchase of Kojonup Property,

Hon, H. L. ROCHE (on notice) asked the
Honorary Minister:

(1} Is it a fact that the Department of
Agriculture and representatives of the C.S.
and LR. have decided in favour of the pur-
chase of a property for the establishment of
a research station in the Kojonup district?

(2) Is it a fact that the property which
has received favourable consideration in this
regard is well improved, adjoins the town-
ship and has been offered at approximately
£4 per aere?

{3) Is it a fact that the establishment of
this research station is being delayed by the
Commonwealth Sub-Treasury representative
who tefuses to agree to the transfer at the
price the vendor js asking?

(4) As the establishment of a research
station west of the (Great Southern is a
matter of urgent impgrtance, is there no

. action the Minister eould take to correct the

present absurd state of afimirs of one Gov-
ernmeni Department preventing another De-
partment proceeding with a very neeessary
projeet al what, today, is a reasonable price?

The JIONORARY MINISTER replied:
{1) Yeos.

(2) The property recommended as most
suitable js situated close to Kojonup and
is sufficiently improved, but yet containg a
sufficient area of uncleared land to suit the
requirements of a regional research station,

(3) and (4) The regional research station
is being purchased and established by the
Commonwealth Government and negotia-
tions between the vendor and purchaser
are proceeding,

Representations have heen made to the
Commonmealth Government by the Under
Secretary for Agriculture and myself with
s view to finalising the deal,

The latest development in the negotiations
is that the vendors asked the Commonwealth
Government for a firm offer for the pro-
perty. This was given on the 8th December
and is now being considered by the ven-
dors.

[COUNCIL.]

EDUCATION.
As to Accommodation for Teachers,

Hon. E. M. DAVIES (on notice) asked
the Minister for Mines:

(1} Is the lack of quarters, either depart-
mental or rental, preventing teachers from
obtaining promotion for which they are
eligible §

(2) How many soch teachers declined
promotion during the years 1945 and 1946¢

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Yes, in a limited number of cases.

(2) 1945, 12; 1946, 11.

BILL—IRON AND STEEL INDUSTRY.
Recommittal.

On motion by Hon. G. Fraser, Bill recom-
mitted for the further consideration of
Clause 4. '

In Commitiee.

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt in the Chair; the
Ministey for Mines in charge of the Biil

Clause 4—Powers of Minister:

Hon G. FRASER: .I move an nménd-
ment— ’ -
That paragraph (c¢) be struck out.

Yesterday we were not able fo debate the
matter dealt with in the paragraph hecause
an amendment had bren moved to the latter
portion of it and we could not go back to
deal with the earhier part. I want members
to have an opportunity to decide whether
the paragraph should remain in the Bill
Personally I think it should be deleted. We
have given the Government power to make
advances and so forth and have set the
limitation upon the shareholding it can take
to 48 per cent. I think that is wrong,
and it would mean giving the majority vote
to the company. State funds should not
be invested under such conditions, and we
shonld be eareful to safeguard the interests
of the eouniry. TIf as some members sug-
gested, il was not right to give the Govern-
ment anthority to subscribe up to 52 per
eent. of the eapital, as private enterprise
would in eonsequence be frightened off, why
should they expeet the Government to sub-
geribe under the conditions I have indieated 7
If it is not good enough for one, it certninly
is not good enough for the other. The Gov-
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ernment eould still make advances
could take security for them,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I hope
the Committee will not agree to the amend-
ment. This is the paragraph which gives
the Gvernment power to subseribe, pay for
and aequire shares, The mere lending of
some money to a company would not mean
that the Government would have any say
in its management; but if the Government
had a shareholding of 48 per cent. it would
have i big control over the company.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: T support the
amenciment, but not for the reasons given
by Mr. Fraser. My theory is that if the
paragraph is retained it will mean the start
of another State trading concern. It is
not the funetion of Governments to engage
in business; that should be left to private
enterprise.

Hon. L. CRAIG: This matter was fully
diseussed yesterday and the Committee ar-
rived at a definite decision, I am rather
surprised at Mr. Latham, because yesterday
he favoured the (Government's acquiring a
majority of the shares of the company.

The Honorary Minigter: But that was
vesterday !

Hon. C. G. Latham: T also expressed the
wish that the Government should not be
permitted to have that power.

Hon. L. CRAIG: Today Mr. Latham says
that the Government should not embark on
irading. The Bill will not create a mono-
poly, as the Government is prevented from
securing complete control. Therefore this
enterprise cannot become a State trading
concern. 1 hope the Committee will not
agrec to the amendment.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: I, too, hope the Com-
mittee will not agree to the amendment. We
must ~emember that a big industry is involved
and that much time and money have been
expended on trying to attract capital to
Westcrn Australia in order to commence in-
dustries such as this. I am still hoping
that the clause, as originally drawn, will be
restored as the result, perhaps, of a con-
ference hetween the Houses.

Hon. H. T.. ROCHE : I favour the amend-
ment. T think today, ns I thought yester-
dayv, that it is better for the State to keep
" out of trading altogether, but that if it

and
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should enter thiz industry it should be given
eontrol. The Bill, as amended, does not give
the Government that eontrol. In my opinion,
it would be in the interests of the State
if the paragraph were deleted. There is
every possibility that Jarge sums of money
will be involved in this venture. Under the
Bill, the State will have no eontrel. This
is a speculative enterprise involving wun-
limited liability for the State. We are not
justified in passing the Bill in its present
formm. I support the amendment.

Hon. G. FRASER: My only objective
is to protect the publie funds of the State,

Hon. L. Craig: You moved for 51 per
cent.

d

Hon. G. FRASER: I did, and I would
move for 52 per cent. if it would be carried.
I cannof see how the publie funds can be
safeguarded by limiting the shareholding to
43 per cent. There is as much chance of
the Gavernment having control there as the
eight of us have in this Chamber against
the remaining 22.

Hon. L. Craig: Do you not think it would
be 2 good thing if the Government had
48 per cent. of the Broken Hill Proprietary
shares?

Hon. G. FRASER: Even then it would
not have a say in the management.
Hon. L. Craig: It would not need to.

Amendment put and 2 division taken with
the following result:—

Avyes . . . 6
Noes .. .. .. 19 -
4 —
Majority against .. 13
Aves.
Hoa. C. F. Baxter Hon, A, L. Loton
Hon., €. G. Latham Hon. H. L. Roche
Hon. L. A. Logan Hon, G. Froser
(Teller.)
Noks,
Hen, G. Bennotts Hon. W, R. Hall
Hon, L. B. Bolton Hon, E. M. Heenan
Hon, R. J. Boylen ‘"Hon. J. @. Hislop
Hon. Sir Hal Colchalch Hon, W, J. Mann
Hon. L. Craip Hon, H. 8. W. Parker
Haoa, H. A. C. Daffen Hon, C. H, Simpson
Heon, E. M. Davies Hon., F. R. Welsh
Hon. R. M., Forrest Houn, G. B, Wood
Hea, F, E. Gibson Hon, H. Tuckey
. Hoa. E, H. Gray (Teller)

Amendment thos negatived.

Clanse, as previously

amended, pat and
passed. : :
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Bill again reported without further
amendment and the report adopted.

Third Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. H.
5. 'W. Parker—Metropolitan-Suburhan)
[4.55]: I move—

That the Bill be now read a third time.

HON, €. G. LATHAM (East) [4.56]:
would stil} like to sce the Bil] defeated
rather than leave Clause 4 ag it is. Teo me
it is most extraordinary that for an import-
ant utility such as the railways we cannot
find sufficient money for the necessary repair -
work and new materials, but we can for
this concern which is not even an invest-
ment but a pure speculation, For that rea-
son I take this Jast opportunity of saying
that T sincerely hope the Bill will not pass.
T am surprised to know that there are mem.
bers here who will openly condemn State
trading eoncerns outside, but support them
within the CRamber.

Hon. L. Craig: In spite of your 51 per
cent. yesterday!

Hon. C. G, LATHAM: I voted for 51
per cent. and for 52 per cent. because T
believe that the State at least should have
control. Even so, I wonld at that time have
liked to defeat the clanse.

Hon. L. Craig: You did not say so.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Yes, T did. [
hope that any misgivings 1 have will, in
the interests of the State, not be borne out.
Tt is a completely new departure in the life
of the politics of Western Aunstralia for
the Government to become a shareholder in
any sort of seheme put up to it, Already
there is a great deal of interest evineed in
this matter in the eity. The telephones were
ringing hot today as a result of people en-
deavouring fo find out how long the Bill
was going to be delayed in this Chamber.
Some people are waiting to learn how much
money the Government is going to put inte
this concern because they believe the Gov-
ernment will probaby be able to boost the
dividends by the use of public money. There
will come a day of reckoning when it will
perhaps be necessary for tbe Government
to foreclose on this concern becanse of the
advances it will have made under the other
paragraphs of the clause we have just dis-

[COUNCIL.)

cussed. I appeml to members to consider
whether it is wise to pass this kind of legis-
lation. We have for a long time protested
agsinst State trading coneerns, and this is
the worst form of State trading that T can
think of. I oppose the third reading.

HON. G. FRASER (West) [5.0]: I sup-
port the third reading. I think that when
the amendmenis whichk have been passed
by this Chamber go back to ancther place
the Government will make alterations to
the Bill along the lines I have indicated.

Hon. C. G. Latham: But it is a Govern-
ment Bill.

Hon, G. FRASER: I hope the right thing
will he done. I am always a gambler, and
in this case I am gambling that the original
Bill will be allowed to prevail before this

legislation heecomes law,
]

"Question put and passed.

Bil]l read a third time and returaed to
the Assembly with amendments.

BILL—ROAD CLOSURE.
First Reading,

Bill received from the Assembly and
read a first time.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hoen, H.
8. W. Parker—-Metropolitan-Suburban)
[3.4] in moving the second reading said:
This is one of those Bills that have to be
dealt with at this stage of each session. This
particular mensure is for the purpose of
closing certain roads. In order that these
roads mav he elosed it is necessary that
the requisite anthority be provided by
Aet of Parliament. Clause 2 deals with

.portion of Hawthorn-street, Perth, which

iz a “blind end"” and which passeld to the
Crown in the year 1907 with the other
roads in the suhdivision, In addition
at the “blind end” there is a small strip
of land 1% links in width which ran
along the edge of the whole subdivision,
It was not nnusnal in-the earlier days for
persons subdividine large areas to leave a
small strip of a link or so to prevent the
adjoinine holder from having neccess to the
roads in the new subdivision, hut where
these odd strips now crop np, as in this
ease, they ean he treated only as reserves
sinee the original owners eeased to he in-
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teresied when all the blocks in the sub-
division were disposed of. This particular
dead end path of Hawthorn-street, plus
the 1% links rescrve, is only 60.5 links
widle-—that is about 40 feet—and altogether
the grea is less than the minimum now
allow2d for a building lot under the town
planning control, and consequently cannot
he so-d as an entity for a building for resi-
dential purposes. Provision is made in the
clause to allow of the direet sale in moieties
to each of the adjoining holders thus to im-
ereas: the size of their properties and allow
of the dereliet land being put to use.

In connection with industrial develop-
ment at Vietoria Park, ihe land on either
side of Suffolk-street has been aecquired
by scparate companies which desire that
Suffolk-street e closed. It is intended that
A rvailway spur line be built on the land at
present in Suffolk-street to serve the re-
spective companies. The City Council, the
Towr Planning Commissioner, and the Sar-
veyor General all eoncur in the proposal.
The land in Suffotk-street is the property
of the Crown and a sale price of £150 has
heen placed on it. Provision is made in the
clause for a sale to a purchaser at the dis-
eretion of the (overnor beeause at this
stage it is not definitely known what ar-
rangements the interested ecompanies in-
tend to make hetween themselves in regard
to the provision and use of railway facili-
ties.

The land on either side of thalk portion of
Vaughan-street, XNorth Fremantle, men-
tioned in the clause, is owned hy J. Gads-
den Proprietary Limited, which desires to
consolidate its works . The company has
undertaken, with the WNorth Fremantle
Mun-.cipal Couneil, to pay the cost of re-
movi ] of eleetrie light wires from the part
of Vaughan-street and their erection in
Trenc-sireet and will surrender a 25-livk
strip of its property to widen Irene-sireet
and pay the cost of construetion. The
neighbouring owner likely to he affected by
the closure of part of Vaughan-street
{Caltex Limited) has given the necessary
consent.  Several other similar road clos-
ures have been effceted in the mneighbounr-
hood, which was originally surveyed in
rather small scetions and the requirements
of modern buosiness have outgrown the size
of the blocks. The Town Planning Commis-
sioner and Surveyor General have conearred.
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A Class ‘*A’’ Reserve has been declared
over certain lands within the Subiaco muni-
cipality, at Shenton Park, and on which is
situnted a “lake.” That reserve has been
vested in the <¢ouncil The muniei-
pality has purchased adjacent freehold
lands for addition to the reserve, and the
revestment of these lands and ‘their addi-
tion to the reserve are being dealt with
under the Reserves Bill. Between the
exisling reserve and the lands purchased
by the municipality are a right-of-way and
the adjoining part of Centre-street. It is
necessary to close such right-of-way and
part of Centre-street so that the contained
lands, together with the frecholds pur-
chased by the municipality, may all he
added to the Class ‘* A’’ Reserve, and thus
be brought to a commen basis.

The Subiaco municipality originally own-
ed Swan Location 2123 as a municipal en-
dowment. In the year 1941, the council sur-
rendered portion to the Crown for the use
of the Workers’ Homes Board, powers hav-
tng been granted under the Reserves Aet,
1939. Lots and streets were surveyed as
part of the townsite of Daglish and the sub-
division wag “published’ on the public plans
of the Lands Department.  Thig had the
effect of creating the roads aecording to the
plan of subdivision, Later, it was decided
thal the area was better suited for industrial
sites, and it was arranged to hand it hack
to the Subiaco Municipality. A Crown
grant was issued to the municipality in 1945
for the area, excluding the roads which had
become esiablished by being shown on the
department’s plans.  The municipality de-
sires to have most of the roads closed for
inalusion in a scheme of re-subdivision of
the area for industrial purposes. It is neces-
sary to secure parliamentary authority to
cloge suclt roads and grant the land to the
municipality on the same footing as the
landa already handed back.

The municipalhity .of Bunbury acquired
cerlain freehold lands for a new show-
ground, including the intervening Port
and Bufton-street, As the municipality
owns all the lands, including the streets,
and desires that sueh shall be used for the
purposes of a showground, closure of the
streets in question js necessary. The Town
Planning Commissioner and the Surveyor
General hoth coneur in the proposal.

\
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The manicipality of Busselton has re-

eently acquired & number of lots for a hous-
ing scheme. The surveyed section of lots
is divided by East-street, which itself has no
outlet continuing in its own direction nor
is it likely to develop to carry traffie, and
it serves no useful purpose. The land in
the road would serve a greater purpose as
two building Jots within the council’s scheme,
The Town Planning Commissioner and Sur-
veyor (eneral concur. .

A site for a high school is being provided
at Narrogin, and it is neeessary to eclose
portions of Keally and Gray streets and a
right-of-way, within the area of the school
reserve.  The Town Planning Commissioner
end Surveyor General and the Narrogin
Municipa! Couneil have coneurred.

Portion of the Burakin townsite and ad-
Joining country was taken for a water re-
serve, The boundaries of the townsite have
already been amended to exclude the portion
in the water reserve, but parliamentary
nuthorily is neecessary to close the unwanted
roads and rights-of-way now of no use.

The Ruilway Depariment has re-arranged
its section-running &nd cstablished barracks
at Yellowdine. In this conncction it was
necessary to make some adjustments to pro-
vide an area of land deemed sufficient for
such barracks, and this involved closing a
portion of a road for which parvliamentary
authority is now sought.

The innd along the sea front st Rocking-
ham, situated between Hymus-street and the
western end of Class “A™ Reserve 21487, is
of varving and, in some places, extensive
width, but is at present all “road” and is
known as part of the Esplanade. For the
better control of the ares, it is deemed ad-
visable to define a road one chain in width
along the surveyed frontages of the abutting
lots and close the balance of the “road"” and
declare such clesed portion a Class “A*
Reserve fo1 recreation and vest it in the
Rockingham Road Board. 7The portion of
the sea front immediately adjoining and con-
tinnine tc the remaining old jetty, at Rail-
way-sireet, has already been similarly
treated,

The proposals under the present legisla-
tion will thereby establish a common basis
for all the sea front from Hymas-street to
Railway-sireet. From Railway-street the
water front right round past Kwinana to
the Commonwealth Naval Base Reserve, is

[COUNCIL.]

similarly reserved reaching back to the
main road to Rockingham (Marine-terrace)
—except in lead-in roads and two areas
granted last year for the Crippled Child-
ren’s Home and the Children's Orthopaedic
Hospital. The soeiety has now moved to
a new site and it is desired to revert to
the origina]l statu; by re-opening the por-
tion of Brown-street and returning to the
saciety the land it had given for the new
road.

Amongst the proposals in a town plan-
ning scbeme for Narrogin is the provision
of a park and swimming pool which will
embrace an area whieh ineludes several in-
dividual reserves, some railway lands, free-
hold properties acquired by resumption, and
also several existing roads, Arrangements
have been made with the Railway Depart-
ment for adjustment of boundaries of rail-
way lands,

It is necessary to close the roads men-
tioned in the Bill to consolidate the area
conerned inte two portions separated only
by the existing Kipling-street which carrics
the traffic into and out of the town in the
direetion of Wickepin, and which will re-
main open. The Narrogin municipality's
proposals are supported by the Town Plau-
ning Commissioner and the Surveyor Gen-
eral.

In the original plan of subdivision of
portion of Fremantle, at DBeaconsticld,
suburban blocks up to seven aeres in extent
were surveyed and, in some eases, with
strects in excess of one chain width, The

State Housing Commission has prepared a

plan of re-subdivision of land in Yalgoo-
avenue, which latter is 150 links wide. For
better planning, it is desirable to ineclude
in the new lots 50 links of the street, thus
leaving it one chain wide, which is deemed
sufficient, The Fremantle Council, Town
Planning Commissioner and Surveyor (hvn-
eral all eoncur in the proposal, I move—
That the BRill be now read a second time.

HON. A, L. LOTON (South-East} [5.14]:
I am surprised at the Minister saying that
it is necessary to introduce legislatiop of
this nature at this particular time of the
session, In the past he has always opposed
the introduction late in the session of mal-
ters of vital importanee to variocus mem-
bers. To introduce legislation of this type
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and ask country members to agree to it
without being able to refer the matters con-
tained therein to the responsible bodies in
their districts, is to make a farce of the
Bill.

Tto measure contains two proposals in
which I am interested. Clause 9 deals with
areas of land in the Narrogin municipality.
The Minister mentioned the portions in
Kenlley-street and Gray-street but did not
give a reason for the closure of the right-
of-way in Butler-street. As to the closures
deall. with jn Clausc 14, T understand they
are recessary in order to provide for a swim-
ming pool and a park and that the wuni-
cipal council and the Town Planning Com-
missioner have approved of the proposal.
There has recently been a munieipal council
election in Narrogin and I suggest that the
views of the council might have altered. I
do not know whether they have, but T should
like to have the proposal referred to the
council to ascertain whether it is still of
the 3ame opinion as when the request was
forwarded to the Government.

HON. G. FRASER (West) [5.17]: I also
have a eomplaint, but slightly different
from that of Mr. Loton’s. T agree with him
in protesting against these rush-legislation
tacties, an aeensation that was hurled at
my Party in past years, My complaint is
against the local authority, Here we have
a measure dealing with various parts of
the State and we are asked to say ‘“yea’’
or “nay'’ to it. Of the proposals relating
to areas other than my own, I know
nothing, and the only guidance T can look
for is from members representing those

pros inees.

Hon. A. L. TLoton: We are in the same
position,

Hon. (-, FRASER: No member of a

local anthority has ecommunicated with me
regarding the three proposals for my pro-
vinee. T know of them personally and bave
no ohjeetion to them, bnt officinlly T have
had no information at all. Tntil T hedr
information from other members as to the
proposals applieable to their provinces, I
do not know whether T can support the
second reading. My complaint is against
the loeal authority for not notifying me
that it had no objection.

S>me vears age a proposal was inelnded
in o similar Bill relating to my provinee
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and I knew nothing about it until the mea-
sure was introduced. I asked for an ad-
journment of the debate on that oceasion
and got into toueh with the loeal authority,
and was informed that it was not keen on
the proposal for other reasons, and certaim
eoarantees were sought hefore the Bill was
passed. Similar instances might easily
occur under this Bill. We look to members
of the respective provineces to inform us
whether the proposals affeeting them are
satisfactory. At the moment it is my in-
tention to vote for the second reading of
the Bill unless any objection is raised to
the proposals applying to other provinees.

On motion by Hon. C. G. Latham, debate
adjourned, ’

BILLS (4)—FIRST READING.
1, Country Areas Water Supply.

2, Agricultural Areas, Great Southern
Towns and Goldfields Water Supply.

7, Parks and Reserves Aet Amendment.

4, Constitution Acts Amendment (No. 4),
Received from the Assembly.

BILL—ROAD DISTRICTS ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 3).

Second Readimg.

Debate resumed from the previous -day.

HON. L. A, LOGAN (Central) [5.23]:
I cbtained the adjournment of the debate
in order to check up on the first amend-
menl. proposed in the Bill. T wns doubtful
whether it might refer to contracts wmade
by members of a board, but I find that it
does not. It relates only to instances whers
the roard may grant donations to societies,
of which members of the hoard may also
be memhers, and thns might be considered
to be the recipients of such grants, As the
measure will not affeet eontractors, I sup-
port th~ seeond reading,

Guestion put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Qommittee, cte.

3ill passed throngh Committee without
debate, reported without amendmen{ and
the report adopted.

Bill road a third time and passed.
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BILL—ELECTORAL DISTRICTS.
Second, Reading.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. E. H. GRAY (West) [5.28]: This
is a very important measure and & case
conld be put up against its introduetion,
but on the other hand, it must be admitted
that a redistribution of seats may be neces-
sary. Following the influx of population
into the metropolitan area during the war, it
might be argued that since the cessation of
hostilitics, people have noi had a fair op-
portunity to settle down again and that a
considerable movement of population might
affect the poldfields, mining and agricaltnral
districts. This would constitute a ease for
delay in introduveing the measure. How-
ever, the Bill has been passed by another
place and is presented for our considera-
tion and so we must deal with it.

Over the years the Press has indulged
in most unfair propaganda about the non-
introduction of such a measure by the
Labour Government. 1f we cxamine the his-
tory of such legislation in this Parliament,
we can say with safety that such eriticism
has been totally unfair and unfounded.
Since the original Constitution Aet was
passed in 1889, six amending redistribution
Acts have been passed by Parliament. Twe
other measures were unsuccessful, one intro-
duced in 1930 by the Mitehell Government
and one in 1937 by the Willeoek Govern-
ment. Both of those Bills were defeated in
the Lower House. The one introduced by
the Labour Premier was defeated in the
ahsence of an absolute majority to vote for

it, If members refer to the record in “Han-

sard,” they will find that the Government
of the day was ome short of the number
required to pass the Bill. However, Cabinet
did its duty by introducing the measure,
even though it failed to pass.

This Bill provides for the appointolent
of three eommissioners the same as was the
case in the previous legislation. But there
is one important alteration. One of the
commissioners is to be the Chief Justice.
Everyone will agrec with that choiece. The
second 15 to be the Under Secretary for
Lands and the third the Chief Electoral
Officer. I take strong exception to the ap-
pointment of the Under Secretary for
Lands. It would be & lot better if the Sur-

[COUNCIL.]

veyor General was appointed as on the pre-
vious gecasion. I am not diseussing per-
sonalities, but the Surveyer General, who-
ever he might be, has a2 knowledge of the
State which gives him a better opporiunity
to do the job ond he would be of great
assistance to his fellow commissioners.
Purthermore, he is removed from the influ-
ence of the Minister,

Speaking from an actual experience .of
nine years a5 an Honorary Minister T would
point out that under secretaries of depart-
ments are very close to the Ministers con-
trolling those departments. To appoint the
Under Secretary for Lands as a commis-
sioner to undertake an important job of
this character would be embarrassing both
to the Under Secretary and to his Minister.
We nesd {o remove this matter from all
possibility of unfair influence by anybody.
I would like the Minister to consider that.
I think it would be a great improvement if
he would agree to an amendment substitut-
ing the Surveyor General for the Under
Secretary for Lands, T think that argu-
ment is very sound; and from my experi-
ence I would say the alteration would be
welcomed by the officers coneerned,

The Bill divides the State into three areas:
the metropolitan nrea, the North-West area,
and the agrieultural, mining and pastoral
area. It has always heen admitted that
owing to the very huge territory which
Western Australia covers, we could not
agree tp a proposition that would provide
for every elector having equal voting value;
but by dividing the State into.three distriets
it is too widespread and comes too elose to
the metropolitan area. In the metropolitan
area there are 172,691 electors as against
111,378 iu 1920, an indrease of over ¢1,000.
That increase is very disturbin? and shounld
be a matier of grave concern to evervone
with the welfare of the State at heart. Tt
i5 a bad thing for a large proportion of the
people to be congregated in the metropoli-
tan arca. The total enrolment is nearly
300,000, an increase sinee 1929 of 81,210
and gver (1,000 of those people are living in
the metropolitan area.  Those figures
demonstrate the unsoundness of the balance.
Therc are too many prople in the metro-
politan area and we should on every pos-
sible oceasion give encouragement to country
people—agriculturists and people in the far
North and in the mining distriets.
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If members will examine the proposition
in this Bill they will find that a case ean
be made out for a buffer aren between the
mining and agricultural districts sod the
metropolitan avea so that the weighting
would taper off gradually. The Bill pro-
vides for two votes in the metropolitan area
to count as one. There are people who have
heen fortunate enough—and I am not jealous

of tham—fio be able to retire on a decent-

living allowance and who reside in Rocking-
ham, The Bill provides that such people
will have twice as much voting power as
we in the metropolitan area. How can that
be justiied? People in Rockingham arc
provided with a good bus service. They ean
come to Perth or Fremantle every day and
take advantage of gll tho amenities in the
metropolitan area. If they have motorcars
they can come to the pictures and attend all
functions such as races, football matches,
ete. ‘They ean live in Rockingham and enjoy
those amenities and yet have twice the vol-
ing power which Jim Brown has in the
Fremantle distriet.

The Minister for Mines: Bring them into
the metropolitan area, then.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: The same argument
applics to people in the Murray-Wellington
district or the Swan clectorate or the hills.

Hoa L. Craig: So it does in Kalgoorlie.

Hon. BE. H. GRAY : No. The people there
are np against it. We cannot compare Kal-
goorlie with Rockingham or Kalamunda.
People at Kalgoorlie deserve e¢onsideration.
Every mining area of the State is entitled
to coasideration. Why should the people
in Kalgoorlie or Wiluna or Norseman or
those up North—

Hon. L. Craig: Or Bunbnry.

Hot E. H GRAY: Yes. How can we
compitre conditions and say, “We will put
themt on the same level but the people who
enjoy amenities will have twice the voling
power of the people in the metropolitan
area”? Tt is not right or just. It would
not be very difficult to form a buffer arem
that would divide Western Australia info
four districts instead of three. We would
then raper the weighting of the vetes grad-
ually up to the metropolitan area. 1 think
that is & proposition that could be justified
and it would be a great encouragement to
people living outback. I hope every member
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will carefully ecomsider that suggestion. It
would not be difficult to submit the neces-
sary amendment, and I would like to see
one of the South-West members do so and
thus give recoguition to the pgople outbaek
without whose work we in the metropolitan
area could not live and who deserve, on
every possible oceasion, our support and
cncourqgement.

By amending the Bill in the direetion 1
have indieated, we could give a praetical
demonstration of how much we consider
their welfare. The most important amend-
ment o this Bill is that which seeks to
oliminate one of the Norih-West representa-
tivey in Parliament. 1 cannot possibly see
bow that can be justified. For nearly 25
years, and probably more, we have heard
about the difficulties of the North-West from
the late Hon. J. J. Holmes and from Hon.
G. W. Miles and, in later years, from Hon,
F. B. Welsh and Hon. R. M. Forrest. Those
viembers have drommed into us on every
possible oceasion the nocessity of developing
the North-West. 1In the last year or two
s vigorous society has been organised, the
members of which have given aji their spare
time to advocating the development of that
district. Many station owners have travelled
many miles to attend the meetings of thr
organisation and discuss methods by which
that development ean he assored.

Members will recal] that before the war
an eminent Tepresentative of the Jewish
people eame here and tried hard to obtain
permission for Jews to form a scttlement
in the North-West. Sometimes I feel we
made a great mistake in setting that pro-
position on one side. That was some yecars
ago. Consider the remarkable progress these
people have made in Palestine, T feel very
sorry for them today. I have had first-hand
information from young men who have lived
in the Middie East. They went away practi-
eally anti-Semites and denounced the Jews
on every oecasion but they changed their
minds when they went to Palestine during
the war and fought there and saw the won-
derful progress the Jewish people had made
in the creation of eities and the marvellous
production they had obtained from what
the Arabs ealled worthless country.

But what have we done with our North-
West? According to experts and to our
own memberg in this House—Messrs. Miles,
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Forrest and Welsh—in the Kimberleys there
are wonderful opportunities. During the
war the population decreased and is 500 less
than it used to be. But those who live there
are battling hard to develop the place. Yet
we propose to reward them by depriving
them of one of their representatives in Par-
liament. That is a very great mistake.
North-West members are fully occupied
in looking after the requirements of their
electors who live many hundreds of miles
away—and in some instances many thous-
ands of miles away—and who deserve
every possible consideration. I shonld im-
agine that the job of a representative of
the North-West would be totally different
from that of the rest of us, The West
province electorate could be lost in one of
the station areas of the North, and that
factor must be considered when legislation
of this kind is being dealt with, The Bill
seekg to deprive the North-West of a re-
presentative at the most critical time, and
I challenge any member to refute the truth
of that statement. The North must be popu-
lated and every inducement should be
given to people to go there, To reduce the
representation of that aren is to offer an
insult to its residents. This House has a
reputation of broadmindedness.

The Minister for Mines: T did not think
it had, among some of your people.

Hon. E. H, GRAY: We have in this
Chamber men who know the North well,
and 1 avk them to take aetion to retain
these four electorates. Fortunately the Bill
does not propose to interfere with the re-
presentation of this Chamber, I would like
the Minister to have the debate
Journed-—

The Honorary Minister: We are hoping
to finish dealing with the Bill some time
tonight.

Hon. . H. GRAY: The North-West
presents a great problem, as it ecannot be
left almost entirely empty. We cannot af-

ford again to fake the risk of losing that

vast area nnd, if we are to believe the re-
ports of experts, there are tremendous pos-
sibilities of development in that part of the
State. T think seven representatives are few
enough adequately to represent that aren.
We shonid have a unanimous vote-—with
the execption of the two Ministers—turn-
ing down the proposal fo reduce the num-

ad--

. withal.

{COUNCIL.]

ber of representatives for the North-West.
Many members of this Chamber know all
about the North, and in thsat regard Mr.
Craig could probably lead the rest of us, 1
leave it to members to do the right thing.

The portions of the Bill dealing with the
division of electorates by the Commission
seem to be all right. There is a new de-
parture, in that the decision of the Commis-
sion will not be referred back to Parlia-
ment. I think that is risky and that the
Commission’s decisions should be referred
to Parliament for approval, but probably
the Commissioners can be relied npon to do
what is right. It is questionable whether
the notice provided is sufficiently long, but
there js a case for the Bill, and with the
one vital amendment I have supggested, I
feel that the measure should give satistac-
tion to all concerned.

HON., E. M. HEENAN (North-East)
{3.50]: One must agree that from time to
time a redistribution of seats Bill is neces-
sary, and ahmost inevitable, but it seems
obvious that the result of this measure will
be to deprive the North-West of the State
of one representative, and the Goldfields of
two representatives. Without analysing the
Bill, 1 make the general statement fthat u
measure with that effeet at the present
stage of this State’s history is retrograde
legislation. It has often been brought home
to me as I travelled through the vast pro-
vinees which you, Mr. President, Mr. llall
and T represent, that our whole system is
wrang. 1n effeet, it says to the people on
the Goldfields and especially in towns such
as Linden and Laverton ‘““‘You are fools
to be out here when everything worth while
is down in the city. It costs you more for
water and if von wish to take your family
for a loliday you must work for wreks,
probably in a mine, to earn the where-
Tt costs you a great deal to travel
to the coast. Freight costs you more than
it does people in other parts of the State.
It costs more to build your house, What do
you get out of 11?7 We crudgingly give you
the minimum amenities such as schools,
hospitals and so on, while in the city there
are the best facilities that ean be provided,
Residents of the metropolitan area have
modern theatres, handy heaches and all the
amenities that make life wortk living and
more attraective.’’
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T do not think that is an exaggeration
of the conditions that apply to those living
and working in the outposts of the Siate.
The result is that the majority of our
people drift to the ecity. Immediately those
on the Goldfields make a bit of money they
come to Perth. The result of all this is
that our State is not progressing as it
should. It is an unhealthy state of affairs
when half our population lives in the metro-
politan area. For many years on the Gold-
fields—even in the good times before the
war—eople who wanted to develop indus-
tries or build houses had to pay 10 per
cent, ir even 1234 per cent. interest on
the money they needed. . The more conser-
vative finanecial institutions wrote the
Goldfinlds off altogether, and would lend
no money there.

How many members in this House or in
another place have been te Laverton,
Leonoca or other towns such as those? The
outlook here is that those places do not
count, and the Bill is in keeping with that
attitude towards the more sparsely popa-
Iated areas of the State. Mr. Gray has
pointed out how dangerous it is {o leave vast
portions of our country wnpopulatetl, yet
now we are asked to pass a measure that
will have the effect of reducing the repre-
sentation of hnge areas. I ask members to
consider the measure carefully, and net
just from the point of view of the possible
benefi-s it will give to one political party
or another. If the measure will handicap
the Goldfields and the North-West by reduc-
ing tle representation of those areas, it is
a bad measure and one that we may regret
in vears to ecome, There is a lot more that
I could say hut I hope that the few argn-
ments which 1 have expressed, perhaps
somewhat inadequately, will induce mem-
bers {o give very careful consideration to
the Bill before agreeing to the second read-
ing.

HON. G. BENNETTS (South) [6.1]: I
wonder at times when listening to the de-
bates in this House whether members are
always sincere in their references to the
mininz industry and the outback parés of
the Siate, such as the North-West. On wany
oceasions I have heard men say that were
it not fog the poldmines and those who are
producing in the back-blocks, it would be
o bad lookout for the metropolitan area, and
so it would be. I came down from Kal-
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goorlie by train today with a man who had
four children with him. He said he had had
all he could put up with at Kalgoorlie. I
asked him why that was, and he said, “My
reasop is that I have foor children who will
have to be brought up. I cannot seq any
outlosk for them on the Goldflelds and what
am I to do with them when they grow up?
There are no trades to which I can put the
boys and the only thing for them is to fol-
low me into the mines. I will not let them
do tkat.”

Then he referred to the position of the
girls and he said, “When they get a little
older, we will be worried about keeping
them from the envirenment of various feat-
ures of Goldfields life.  There is pothing
for them to do up there.  There are no
heaches or places where they can enjoy
themselves, with the result that there is
nothing to enconrage them from doing those
things which are not in the best interests
of young folk.” We have just had three very
trying days at Kalgoorlie when the fempera-
ture on Sunday, Monday and Tuesday
ranged from 103 to 106 degrees, and it did
not let up during the night at all. People
there have to live in dusty, hot econditions
and, as Mr. Heenan stressed, they have to
suffer hardships due to the high cost of
water and food supplies,

Hon. A. L. Loton: You went baek there
to live,

Hon. G. BENNETTS: I went back, and
1 will eonlinue to live there, and they can
bury me there.

Hon, W. J. Mann:
wrong with it9

Hon. G. BENNETTS: T am always
pleased te back np a place that is a wealth
producer for the State. People in the metro-
politan ares are like fleas living on a dog’s
back and sucking the animals blood. T think
the speeches of some members of thia House
are only kidstakes in their references to the
goldmining industry. I do not know how
many members of this House have travelled
throngh my province which extends to the
borders of South Ansiralia’ and down to
Hopetoun, a distance of about 700 miles.
To get over that vast area it is neeessary
to travel by horse-back, camel or by some
other form of transport for which one hes
to pay dearly. The people who live in those
parts have to suffer great hardships, and

Then what can be
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sorely they are entitled to adeguate repre-
sentation in Rarliament, much more so than
those who reside in the city, Members re-
presenling near-metropolitan constituencies,
,and  parlicularly those representing the
metropolitan area, in this House have hardly
any work at all to do for their constitnents,
whereas we who represent the outer areas
are more or less glorified messenger boys.

Hon. L. B. Bolton 'ou should have a few
industries to look after like I have.

Hon. G. BENNETTS: I have had to work
in the back-blocks where they rear big
tamilies.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: Have you ever been
round my provinee?

Hon. G. BENNETTS: No,
Hon. 1., B. Bolton: There you are!

Hon. G. BENNETTS: But the hon. mem-
ber's provinee would not compare with mine
in size.

Hon. W. J. Mann: You have 700 miles
raore than Mr. Boliop has!

" Ilon, G. BENNETTS: We have some
members here who represent the North-West,
J huve been through that part of the State
vn horse-back. I weni as far as Marble
Rar, Cne and Day Dawn,

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt: They are not in the
North-West,

Hon. G. BENXETTS: I have been inland
too. That was in 1911.

The Honorary Minister:
furthest you went north?

Hon. G. BEXNETTS: T went as far as
Marble Bar, and it was 115 degrees in the
shade there. Under the Biil those people
are to have less representation in Parlia-
ment than at present. That sort of thing
lends encouragement to the idea of those
residing in ‘the hinterland that we are not
concerned with people investing eapital in
that part of" the State, If we are to take
away some of their parliamentary repre-
sentation, they will be placed in the same
position as that applying to the Goldfields.
We have an increased population in the
metropolitan area and, of eourse, that means
that it must have extra representation in
Parliaraent. On the other hand, there has
been an increase in the population on the
Goldfields. I do not know if that applies
to the North-West,

What was the

[COUNCIL.]

With the immigration poliey in progress
we are sure to get more population on the
Goldfields, At present all the industries up
there are well understaffed and all the
gangs on the Commonwealth and State rail-
ways are at half-strength, Under existing
circumstances people outback are attracted
to the metropolitan area. However, I shall
not talk at any greater length. I eould
stand up all day and get nowhere with this.
I have aired my views and I am of the
opinion that while there must necessarily
be an increase in the representation of the
metropolitan area, in all fairness the people
who reside in the back country should, if
possible, be given extra representation in
Parliament or, at any rate, should retain
that which they enjoy at present.

HON. W. R, HALL (North-East) [6.8]:
I desire fo enter my emphatic protest
against the Bill, which secks to reduce the
representation of the Goldfields areas in
Parliament. Y have listened to the speeches
delivered so far, and 1 admit the truth of
the statement that there has been an influx
of population to'the metropolitan area, But
there is no guarantee that many of them
will not very socon go back to the hinter-
land of the State. When we appreciate the
fact that the Gwalia minc is short of 250
men, there must be some reason for it. I
think it is that we have a roving popula-
tion in this State at the present time, and
the men have not settled down sinec the
War.

The metropolitan area ecannob ecarry so
many people very much longer and T am
eonvineed that in a short time we wil] find
the population of agriculturs! and mining
townships increasing, That will apply
throughout the North-East provinee and in
the South provinee as well. The people
there are ot least entitled to the parliament-
ary representation they possess today. Mem-
bers vepresenting outback constituencies
have' a difficult task to perform and are
faced with the necessity of doing a lot of
travelling, keovering many -thonsands of
square miles in order to eontact their con-
stitnents, For my part, I am afraid T have
not been nble to visit every part of fhe
North-East provinee,

Hon. H. L. Roche:
ashamed of yourself!

You should be
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Hoa. W. R. HALL: The hon. mem-
ber represents a small pocket borough over
which he could travel by horse and buggy
in fwo days.

The Honorary Minister: He could almost
walk around it in that time!

Hon. W. R. HALL: Yes, and I- can
see by the interjections from some of the
hon. member's own Party that they are in
agreement with that,

Hon. A. L, Loton: Not at all.

Hcen, W. R. HALL: I fecl particularly
the position regarding the outer areas and
some of the rural disiriets as well, where
mining and agriculture are earried out to-
gether. I refer to places like Southern
Cross and Carabbin., Surely they are en-
titled to the representation in Parliament
that they possess today. When we con-
sider that 250 men are required in a mine
over 700 miles away from Perth, it is ob-
vions that something is wrong., I protest
against the Bill because it is designed to
deprive the Goldfields of some of their
parliamentary representation. I sha]l eer-
tainly oppose the second reading of the
Bill,

HON. R. J. BOYLEN (Sounth) [6.13]:
Apparently the Bill has been designed to
deprive the North-West of one seat and the
Gol(felds of two seats. I believe that, con-
sidering the conditions on the Goldfields—
and it must be the same in the North-West
—it is praectieally impossible for the par-
linmentary representatives of those areas to
keep in touch with their electors under
exis ingy conditions. It must indeed be ex-
tremely hard for them to cover the whole
of their distriets and visit their electorates
during the 12 months. It has to be borne in
mind that only in the first part of the year
do hey have an opportunity to tour their
clectorates beeause in the latter half the
neccssary time is not at their disposal. There
are occasions when, in order to attend io
an important function in his electorate, a
member must neglect his duties in Parlia-
mert. If there is reduced representation,
it will be less possible to visit the electorates
than at present.

Any pro;;osal to reduce their parlia-
mentary representation will create a bad
impression upon the residents of the Gold-
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fields and the outer areas, There are many
requirements and amenities needed in the
North-West and the rural distriets, as well
as in the Goldfields areas, and the people
residing in those parts should have an op-
portunity to confer with their parliamentary
representatives in that regard. Now it is pro-
posed to make that more difficult, particu-
Farly in the North-West where instead of
having four members to represent them in
another place, they are to have only three.
There is eertainly an air of prosperity in
the metropolitan aren and, in fact, at pre-
sent it is really prosperous, On the other
hand, the yural areas are also showing signs
of prosperity. For my part, I think it is
realty what we might expect in the immet
diate post-war period.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Eon. K. J. BOYLEN: I was saying I
did not consider that either the population
or the prosperity of the metropolitan area
would increase to any great extent during
the next few years, and it is at a time
like this that a measure of this nature is
introduced which will only tend to inerease
the representation in the Parliament of
Western Australia of the metropolitan area
at the expense of the outhack distriets.
Whatever arguments may be adduced in
favour of the Bill, I cannot divorce from
my mind the fact that the main reason for
its introduetion is to deplete the representa-
tion of the Labour Party in Parliament.
Thz Norvlh-West seats are at present repre-
sented by Labonr members and this remark
applics also to the Goldfields.

Hon. A. L. Loton: What about the agri-
eultural arcas?

Hon. R. J. BOYLEN: 1T do not think
it will make any difference to the agri-
cultural areas, Year in and year ouf the
Goldfields and the North-West have re-
turned Labour members to Parlinment. Dur-
ing the campaignil’lg in March last, one of
the promises made by members of the pre-
sent Government was that the North-West
weuld receive closer attention than it had
previously received, Tow can the electors
in the North-West he expected to believe
that statement in view of the introduction
of this measure? I do not know, and I in-
tend to oppose the Bill, .
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HON. E. M. DAVIES (West) [7.32]: I
rise with a certain amount of disappoint-
ment o speak to the measuvre, I have listened
to speeches of members supporting the pre-
sent Government for a number of years and
have also read their opinions ag expressed
in the Press on many oceasions. It has
always appeared to me that the arguments
which they adduced were in favour of
greater representation for the people
domiciled in the outback and country
districts of the State. It is rather surprising
to note that on this occasion the Government
has gone back on its own prineiples by
introducing this Bill, which aims at deplet-
ing the representation of the North-West
and the Goldfields in the Parliament of the
State.

I remember coming to this State with my
parents as a small boy. We resided at that
time in what were then deseribed as the
outskirts of the metropolitan area. The land
was mostly black sand and bush. T well
remember the diffienlties with whiek my
parents had to contend, as there was no
transport, no lighting facilities, no water.
Generally speaking, there was a complete
shsence of the amenities now existing in
the metropolitan area, I ean also remem-
ber having to go with my parents to a wel!
about a mile from our home to help to carry
water for the use of the family. I also
reeall how at night I trudged through the

sand to eatch = horse-bus that left the’

corner of Oxford and Newecastle streets for
Terth.

When I think of those days, I am re-
minded of what people in the outback dis-
tricts bave to put up with today. They
suffer to an even greater extent than we did
in those early days. Yet we now find the
present Government is prepared to take
away some of the representation of the
people in the North-West and on the Gold-
fields. T have heard supporters of the Gov-
ernment dencuneing centralisation and say-
g that we should encourage people to leava
the towns and settle in the country. I quite
agree that that is g wise policy, but we find
the younger people of the community re-
Inetant to leave the metropolitan area and
one can readily understand the reason., The
country has not the amenities which may
be enjoyed in the metropolitan districts.

Men and women in country districts—the
pioneers and the backbone of the State—

[COUNCIL.]

even todasy have to trave] in some cases
hundreds of miles to go to hospital. Those
people are indeed enfitled to greater repre-
sentation in our Parliament than are the
people in the metropolitan distriets. I also
recall that not so many years ago there was
8 hue and ery in the State for secession from
the Commonwenth. Asg a matter of faet,
we held a referendum and the people of the
State voted for secession. Their reason was
that Western Australia was not receiving
the consideration from Canberra which was
shown b¥ it to the more populouns States
It seems to me that the present Govern-
ment is now acting,in the same way as
Canberra, did; that is, it is bringing down
& Bill to deny fair representation to the
people living in the North-West and the
Goldfields distriets. It seems to me that
those people are as far removed from the
seat of government of this State as the State
itself is removed from the Government in
Canberra. One can journey to Canberra
in less time than it takes to go te some of
the North-West distriets.

The Government has told the people some-
thing ‘which it does not believe or, if it did,
it is not putting inte operation on this
oceasion.  The people of the North-West
were nearer to the sedt of the war than were
the metropolitan people. If Australia had
been invaded during the war—and Wwe can
consider ourselves extremely fortunate that
it was not—the North-West would have been
the first to bear the brunt of any attack by
the cnemy. T feel the Government is wrong
in itg attempt to take away from the people
who are the pioneers and backbone of the
State the representation to which they are
justly entitled. The House should give
serious consideration, even at this late hour,
to seeing that ful] representation is retnined
for the North-West.

HON. G. TRASER (West) [740]: T
dwelt for a few moments jn order to see
whether some of the supporters of the
measure would take the floor in an attempt
to justify the Bill, but it appeared that
none was prepared to avail himself of the
opportunity. Most members, if not all, will
agrea that the time is ripe for a redistribo-
tion of seats. The only argument in ques-
tion is the method of redistribution. It has
been said that the present representation
is unfair, so we thought that when the
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Goverr ment was introdueing a Bill it would
have irtroduced a measure which would pro-
vide fcr representation on a fair basis. That
is where we disagree with the Government.
We consider this Bill an unfair measure. We
admit freely that there are some districts
which possibly could not justify their con-
tinuance as distriets, on account of the small
number of voters living there.

We ilso contend, however, that some seats
have loo many electors. But where we
really disagree is on the method proposed
in the Bill. No-cne would object to a fair
distribation, but can any membey contend
that the Bill provides for a fair distribu-
tion? Evidently the supporters of the Bill
cannot, becanse not one of them has taken
the floor, apart from the Minister who in-
trodoezd the Bill, in an attempt to justify
the proposed distribution. We say, and
rightly, that it cannot be justified for a
moment. Let me make a comparison. The
Bill yrovides that voting in the mining,
pastoral and agricultural areas shall be
equal. But can anyone justify the giving
of a person ai Maddington or Gosnells the
same voting power as a person living at
Esperance? It is said that there should not
be one¢-vote-one-value throughont the State,
as there must be differences. If altcrations
must he made, lot them be made on a fair
basis.

The ITonorary Minister: Where would

you draw the line?

Hor. G. FRASER: I draw the line that
the inner areas should have a different
quotz from the outer country areas.

Hor, L. Craig: What about Kalgoorlie?

Ion. . FRASER: Kalgoorlic has dis-
abilities that Swan has not,

The Minister for‘ Mines: Electoral ones?

ITor. G. FRASER: A person living at
Swan ean come to the city, work there and
return at nizhi, yet he is given the same
votinr power as a person living in our far-
flung areas. T cannot understand the atti-
tude «f members representing country dis-
tricts. They are, by their silence, agrecing
to the propoesition eontained in the Bill.
The (lovernment of the day would natur-
ally irtroduce a redistribution measure that
would favour them. The Bill says in effect,
or many members think it does, that one
seat will be taken from the North-West and
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two from the Goldfields. But if my exami-
nation of the position is correct there will
be not two taken from the Goldfields buf
one, and one from the country districts, the
memkers of which are sitting silent and
allow:ing one of their representatives to be
given to the metropolitan area.

Hon. L. Craig: They are fair minded.

Hon. G, FRASER: They have had the
whip cracked on them as it has never been
eracked on us. They do not attempt to
justify the Bill. I do mot know how they
are going to square themselves with their
electars, In case they are not aware of the
position I am pointing it out to them so
that they will not afterwards be able to say
they did not understand it.

Hon. A. L. Loton: Thank you!

Hon, G. FRASER: Al the distriets in
the Great Southern are well under their
quota, but their members here appland the
Government for taking away ome of their
representatives.

Hen. E. M. Davies: They think they are
sitting pretty.

Hcn, G, FRASER: They will not be
when their electors get hold of them. If
they think the measure is correet, why do
they not justify it?

Hen, R. J. Boylen: They cannot.

Hen. H. L. Roche: We find you very in-
teresting,

Heon. G. TRASER: T hope T will be in-
tercsting enongh fo show why the hon, mem-
ber should not allow one of his representa-
tives to be taken away and given to the
already overfed metropolitan area.

Hen. H. L. Roche: I hope that Fremantle
will not get it

Hen, G. FRASER: We are well over our
quota in the Fremantle aren. I snppose
couniry members think they are martyrs in
saerificing one of their members in the in-
teres:s of—

Hon. J. A, Dimmitt: Good government.

Hon. G. FRASER: Evidently they think
the Liberal Party is all right, because they
are giving away a member,

Hen, L, Craig: You will not win a met-
ropolitun seat,

Hcn. . FRASER: Yes, but they think
they are giving a representative away to
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their lords and masters. There is no protest
from North-West members, although one
of their number will be taken away. If an
aftempt were made to reduce the number of
representatives for Fremantle, we would
nol stay quiet.

Hon, A. L. Lofon: If you thoaght it was
fair, you would.

Hon. G. FRASER: We find North-West
and country members saying nothing, I
am putting these arguments forward so
that they may have a death-bed repentance.
I cannot see any fairness in the measure.
I would support a redisiribution of seats
on i just basis, The State is too large to
have only three quotas. Western Austra-
lia comprises nearly half of the Common-
wealth, but we are to have only three quotas
in allotting the various electoral districts
of the State. The maove is purely political.
None of the North-West seats in this Hounse
is to be taken away, beeause the Govern-
ment would then lose some of its members.
But some of the representatives of the
North-West—members directly representing
those people—are t¢ lose their seats, but
their colleagues here do not protest. It
has heen said that Labour will lose three
seats, but I think Labhour will lose only
two, one in the Goldfields and one in the
North-West. The three seats in the metro-
politan area will not be Liberal.

Hon, J. A, Dimmitt:
happy about this,

Hon. L. Craig: Tt shows how fair we are.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: You do not sound
happy.

Hon. G. FRASER: I am not happy. I
do not eare who gets the seats in the mef-
ropolitan area—I want to see a fair dis-
tribrution throughout the State, irrespee-
tive of who gains. No-one could kiek then,
but there is certainly a kick against this
distribution.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: That iz your opinion.

Hon, G. FRASER: T am here to express
my opinion. The hon. member can express
his, but he is silent tonight; the whip has
been cracked on him and he will not speak.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: The exhibition is
failing badly.

Hon. G. FRASER: The hon. member is
where I never thought to see him; he has
kept quiet.

You ought to be

[COUNCIL.)

Hon. C. F, Baxter: I am always like that
when I am satisfied.

Hon. & FRASER: I would like the hon,
member to tell me why he is satistied. I
might vote for the Bill if he convinced
me I was wrong. I think the idea of de-
bate here is to show members where they
are right or wrong. It would be pretty
hard to induce Mr. Baxter to change his
opinion, but at least he is generally pre-
pared to give reasons for what he does.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: He will not bite; go
ahead.

The Minister for Mines: The debate was
all used up in another place.

Hon, G. FRASER: I do not know what
heppened in another place.
The Minister for Mines: We de.

Hon. G. FRASER: 1 want to be satis-
fied in thizs Chamber, I make this appeal,

'that some alteration be made to the Bill.

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt: What for?

Hon. G. FRABER: In order to give a
fairer basis. I ask the hon. member to
justify why the outer suburban area should
be on the same basis as the outback. That
is really the only point eontmined in the
Bill. I agree with Mr. Gray that the Sur-
veyor General ought to be one of the three
members of the Commission, If my memory
serves me aright, he always has been. I
think he has a greater knowledge of the
State than the Under Secretary for Lands,
and I think 2 fairer distribution would be
brought about from the report of a Com-
mission of which he was a member. I
wonld like the Minister to tell us why he
has not been included, because I expect
the Minister will reply—I do not suppose
he will be as dumb as the rest of the mem-
bers.

There are other portlons of the Bill with
which I do not entirely agree, but I realise
the dice are londed against us, and we ae-
cept the Bill in a gentlemanly manner. We
do not believe in wasting the time of the
House unnecessarily, We put our views
forward and like to hear a reply to them. -
We do not profess to be right every lime,
buot we say what we think is right. If we
can be convineed that we are wrong we will
reverse our vote. In view of the faet that
we have not been told in debate that we
are right or wrong, we can only assume
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that »ve are right and vote against the
seeonc. reading of the Bill.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. H.
S. W. Parker—Metropolitan-Suburban—in
reply) [7.35]: I have listened with interest
to the opposition to this Bill, but I am
afraid I have not heard any real reason ad-
vanced agninst it. Nothing hag been said
about the provinces, but ounly about the dis-
tricts. The only objection to the Bill raised
by the Leader of the Opposition was that
the irner country districts—those abutting
on the suburban areas—were not Jozded. I
understand that his was the ouly voice
raised on that guestion., The only other
objeetion he conld raise was in connection
with “he Goldfields, and he suggested there
should be an amendment for the central
Goldfields distriets so that they should have
the same rafio ag the agricultural distriets,
which of course they have. But he, pre-
sumably, wanted the other Goldficlds areas
to have a greater loading.

Thae Bill provides that there shall be 20
seats in the metropolitan area and 27 for
the rest of the State. The wmetropolitan
area includes seven-twelfths of the total
elecicrs, Objections have been raised about
the North-West by members of the Labour
Party, but I draw attention to what hap-
pened in past years, In 1913, Mr. Collier,
the then Labour Premier, brought in a re-
distribution of seats Bill to provide that
the Morth-West should have only three, and
not four seats. He congidered that was
ample. The population has deereased con-
sideribly since then. Again, in 1922, when
the National Party was in power, the
Leader of the Opposition, Mr, Collier, en-
deavaured to get an amendment through so
that the North-West should have only three
seats. The position has altered considerably
gince then. The population has decreased
and transport conditions have improved out
of a] knowledge,

One member suggested that Canberra was
closer to Perth than was the North-West.
Well, the daily papers are now delivered in
the North-West ports, but people in Can-
berra cannot get our daily papers on the
day of issue! Things have improved tre-
men Jously in the North-West on account of
air transport. No doubt the Government
would have been justified in deciding to
alter the boundaries for the Upper House,
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but in view of the great area to be covered
and the small population, we consider it is
fair that there shall be three members for
3,000 electors in those parts whereas it is
estimaled that there will be 4,000 to 5,000
in otaer distriets, Mr. Fraser and Mr. Gray
werg anxious to know why the Under Sec-
retary for Lands is to be on the Commission
and not the Surveyor General. The Under
Seeretary for Lands was selected because he
was considered to be far more knowledge-
able of the country and the people and came
more into touch with the people in the
country gencrally than the Surveyor General
does.

Hon. W_ R. Hall: What about the bound-
aries?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No-one
knows more about the country boundaries
than does the Under Secretary for Lands.
Objection was voiced that he was too close
to the Minister. It is extraordinary to sug-
gest that the Minister would be likely to be
influeneced by the Under Secretary for
Lands.

Hon. E. H. Gray: I satd it would be
embarrassing for the Minister.

' The MINISTER FOR MINES: To sug-
gest that is wrong. The chairman will be
the Chief Justice and with him will be the
Chief Eleetoral Officer and the Under Secre-
tary for Lands. They will be there to give
information and assist the Chief Justiee or
one of the other judges, and obviously the
judge would not be in any way biased. It
is a great improvement to have the Under
Seeretary for Lands on the Commission.
Without speaking disparagingly of the Sur-
veyor (leneral, I regard him more as a
scientific and office man, whereas the Under
Secretary for Lands is more practical and
gets about more. No-one would suggest that
the Teoder Board is influenced by the
TUnder Seecretary because he is close to the
Minister. I consider that the Under Secre-
tary could have attained that position only
after bhaving proved himself to be a2 man
of undoubted integrity.

Exception was taken by Mr. Heenan to
the fact that provision is not made for one-
man-one-vote as in the Commonwealth
sphere, but T have not heard any eomplaint
by Mr. Heenan that the Goldfields people
are badly represented. Two voters in the
metropolitan area count as the equivalent of
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one on the Goldfields, so I eannot see where
the hon. member can possibly have any ob-
jection. Two voters in the metropolitan
area are regarded as equal to one in Kal-
goorlie or Boulder City. Is there anything
vofair about that? Is it unfair that the
people at Gosnells should have equa] vot-
ing power to the people of the Goldfields?
Mr. Benopetts said that people are leaving
the Goldfields; that he had met a man and
his four children today who were leaving
the Goldfields because their votes at present
counted only as three compared with one
in Perth. Does he suggest that if we gave
greater vofing power to Kalgoorlie, people
would stay there? Maybe they are leaving
because, in the last 20 years, their repre-
sentation has not heen as good as it
-might have been. By the alteration, we
‘might be doing the QGoldfields a good
turn, if the effect is to change the
representution.  They ight then join with
the supportors of an enlightened Govern-
ment aml receive bettey treatment than they
have had in the past.

Hon, G. Fraser: I know something else
that your Government ig called.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am not
prepared to relate nll the praise we receive.
Mr. Bennetts told us that he had been on
the Goldfields for 52 years and intended to
stay there, even if he (id not get a vote.
The enlightened Commeonwealth Government
does not give the people of Darwin a vote
at all.

Hen. G. Fraser: 7Yes, they have a vote.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: They
have a representative in the Federal Tlouse
who is not permitted to vote,

Hon, G. Fracer:
vote.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Mr.
Boylen said it was impossible for members
to keep in touch with electors because of
the extent of the areas they represent. The
areas on lbe Goldfields are no greater than
those in the agricultural distriets.

" Hon. Q. Fraser:
and Murchison?
The MINISTER FOR MINES: Admit-
tedly they extendl rizht across the State,
hut il is casier ta got into toueh with electors
sn the Goldfields than with those in many

But the peeple have a

What about Kanowna

[COUNCIL.]

agricultural districts. Ialgoorlie is served
by railways and aeroplanes; it has fast ser-
vices to the east and the west.

Hon. G. Bennetts: A fast service on the
express train!

The MINISTER FOR MINES: There is
a good service in the east,

Hon, W, R. Hall: Not on the State rail-
ways.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: With
altered boundaries we might be able to
change even that.

Tlon, W, R. Hall:

story!

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is
suggested that the Government desires to
change the representation of the Goldfields.

Hon. K. J. Boylen: Not suggested; said
straight out.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That
might be beeause the people in Vietoria
recently changed their representation very
vonsiderubly,  The trend seems to be in
Eavour of a change.

Ion. G. Fraser: There will be a change
in Western Australia, too.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Mr.
Davies appeared to be very coneerned about
the North-West. I have explained that as far
back as 1913, it was the policy of the Lahour
Party to grant only three seats to that part
of the State and now that conditions bhave
altered somewhat, the Liberal and Country
Parties have adopted that view, We are
very anxious indred to encourage people to
go onthack and we do encourage them in
every posgible way, but I cannot sce how
the farl of the representation being more
ih keeping with present-day conditions will
in any way influence the young people who
it is suggested should go outback. They do
not care whether they have a vote or not. All
siid and done, representation is not a matter
of the number of votes; it is a matter of
the individual who represents the voters.
In many instances the Goldfields have been
extremely well represented, and it is not a
question of the proportion of votes. I have
referred {p the suggestion that we should
do what the Commonwealth docs, but we
are far from adopting the Commonwealth
syslem. We ave pgiving the equivalent of
two to one in the agricultural and mining
areas whereas the Commonwealth gives one

This week’s funny
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o one throughout. Mr. Fraser agreed that
there should be a redistribution of seats,
and, ncw that a Bill has been introduced,
be has been generous enough to say that,
generally speaking, the measure is fairly
right.

Hon. G, Fraser: Up to a point.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: If it is
not, why did not the Government he sup-
ported bring in a Bill?

Hon. 3. Fraser: It did, but the measure
wag de’eated.

Hon. E. 1I. Gray: Yes, in 1937.

The MINISTER FQR MINES: I have
asked how we can justify Gosnells and
Esperance, the North-West and Perth, and
provinces sach as the Metropolitan-Sub-
urban provinee, with 31,000 electors, while
Mr. Bennetts represents 3,500 eleetors. This
means “hat nine electors in the Metropolitan-
Suburban provinee equal one in Mr. Ben-
netts’s province.” No wonder people are
leaving the Goldfields!

Hon, ¢, Bennetts: You can get around
your province on a bike in one day.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The same
disparity iz found in comparing other seats.
Take the North-West: Thirty-five electors
in the Metropolitan provinee equal an elec-
tor in the North-West. However, it seems
perfectly clear that every member is satis-
fled with the Bill and T shall not oecupy
more time in replying fo the debate.

Question put.

The PRESIDENT: This Bill requires an
absolule majority to pass if, and so I shall
divide the Honse,

Division resulted as follows:—

Aves .. .. .- .19
Noes .. .. .- o T
Majority for .. .oo12
AYES,

Hon. $. F. Baxter Hon. L. A. Logan
Hon. L. B. Bolton Hon. A. L. Loton
Hon. Sir Hal Qolebatch Hon. W. J. Mann
Hon. L Oraig Hon. H. 8. W. Parker
Hon. H, C. Daffen Hon. H. L. Roche
Hon. J. A Dimmitt Hon. H. Tuckey
Hon. R. M, Forrest - Hon. F. R. Welsh
Hon. F. E. Gibson Hon. G. B. Wood
Hon. J. G. Hislop Hon. ¢. H. Simpaon
Hon. C. G. Lathom {Teller.)
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Noga,
Hon. 3. Bennetts Hor. W. R. Hall
Hon. R, J. Baylen Hon, E, M. Heenan
Hon. E. M Davies Hon. Q. Fraser
Hon, E. H. Gray {Telicr.)

Questlon thus passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee,

Hon. J. A, Dimmitt in the Chair; the
Minister for Mines in charge of the Bill,

Clauses 1 to 6—agreed to.

Clause 7—Matters to be eonsidered in
dividing State into distriets:

Hon. E. H. GRAY: I move an amend-
ment—-

That in linea 2 to 4 of Subelauvss (2) the
words ‘‘with such altecralions and modifications
of internal boundaries and designation as tho
Commissioners may think fit, be divided into
three electoral distriets’’ be struck out with a
view to inserting other words in licu.

This is the vital amendment and is de-
signed to retain the four existing North-
West seats instead of reducing the number
to three. I anticipated that one of the
North-West members would have moved the
amendment .and I apologise for having to
do it myself. I feel sure that they will
regard it as a just amendment.

Amendment put and a division taken w1th
the following result:—

Aves .. .. .. . 9
Noes .. - - - 16
Majority against - 7
AYEB.
Hon. 3. Bennetts Hon. E, H. Gray
Hon. R. Boylen Hon. E. M. Heenan
Hon. E. M. Davieg Hom. F. R. Welsh
Hon. R. M. Forrest Hon. W. R. Hall
Hon. &, Praser (Tetler.)
NoEs, ) )
Hon. 0. F. Baxter Hon. I.. A. Logan
Hoen. L. B, Baolton Hon. A. L. Loten
Hon. 8ir Hal Colebatch Hon, W. J. Mann
Hon. L. Oroig® Hon. H. 8, W. Parkor
Hon, H: A, C. Daffen Hon. H. L. Roche
Hon, F. E. Gibson Hon, C. H. Simpson
Hon, J, G. Hislop Hon. . B, Wood
Hon. C. G. Latham Hon, H, Tuckey
(Tetler.)

Amendment thus negatived.
Clause put and passed.

Clanses 8 to 15, First Schedule, Second
Schedole, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported withont amendment and the
report adopted.
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Third Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. H.
8. W. Parker—Metropolitan-Suburban)
{8.26]: I move—

That the Bill be now read a third time.

Question put.

The PRESIDENT: As this reguires the
concurrence of an absolute majority of
members, it is necessary that the House
should divide.

Division resulted as follows:—

Ayes .. .. - 19
Noes .. .. . . 7
Majority for .. .. 12
' FA LR
Hon. {. F. Baxter Hon. L. A. Logon
Hon. L. B. Bolton Hon. A. L. Loton
Hon. Sir Hal Colebateh| Honm, W, J. Mann
Hon, L. Craig Hon. H. 8. W. Parker
Hon, H. A. C. Daffen Hon. H. L. Roche
Hon. J. A. Dimmitt ‘Hou. €. H. Simpson
Hon. R. M. Forrest Hen, H. Tuckey
Hon. F. E. Gibson Hon, ¥, R. Welsh
Hon. J. G. Hislop Hon. G. B. Woad
Hon. C. G. Latham (Teller.)
Nogs.
Hon. G. Bennetts Hon. E, H, Gray
Hon. R. J. Boylen Hon. E. M. Heenan
Heon. E. M. Davies Hon. W. R. Hall
Hon. G. Fraser (Teller.)

Quection thus passed.

Bill read a third time and passed.

BILL—RESERVES.

Reeeived from the Assembly and read
a first time.

BILL—WAR SERVICE LAND SETTLE-
MENT AGREEMENT (LAND ACT
APPLICATION) ACT
AMENDMENT.
telurned from the Assembly
amendment,

without

BILI—MILK ACT AMENDMENT
(No. 3).

Sceond Reading.

mIE HINORARY MINISTER (Hon. G.
' Waod--Rast) [832] in moving the
s ool veading said:  This is a Bill to
amend Section 26 of the Milk Ack, 1926-47.
T js n most important measure and I hope
i* will be miven due consideration and a

[COUNCIL.]

speedy passage through this House. Kep-
resentations have been made by producers,
retailers and the Milk Board, to have the
Act amended on the lines set ont in the
Bill. At the present time the Milk Board
has power only to fix the minimum price to
be paid to dairymen and the maximum price
or prices at which milk may be sold retail,

There is no provision for intermediate
prices. It is most desirable that the board
be given power to fix the maximum price
that milk vendors may charge other milk
vendors, particularly in view of the fact
that a large proportion of the metropoli-
tan .milk supply is now purchased by milk
vendors from other vendors who held
treatment licenses. It is also desirable
that the rates to be charged for milk treat-
ment should be fixed. Under the Aet
‘‘treatment’’ covers a variety of fune-
tions, and it wonld be as well to enable
the board to fix, where necessary, the rates
in respect of any serviees conneeted with
treatment,

Hon. A. L. Loton: Have you any idea of
the approximate rates for treatment at
present?

The HONCRARY MINISTER: The dif-
ference for what would be called the
middleman is something like 1s, 1d. per
gallen. There 1s a wide spread between
the produeer and the consumer. In Sydney,
the difference between the producer and the
eonsumer is only 934d. I will have more to
say later with regard to the Royal Com-
mission that is now sitting. Before long,
in the metropolitan area the bulk of the
milk will be pasteurised. There is provi-
sion in the Act that the board may require
milk either to be pasteurised or bottled or
supphied from T.T. aceredited herds, or to
eomply with other conditions. Such condi-
tions almost eertainly would include bot.
tling and brine cooling, which are functions
deserihed 1n the definition of *treat-
ment.”” In many of the country distriets
treatment may not extend to pasteurisa-
tion for some time to come. It will in-
volve cooling and possibly bottling and re-
frigeration, and therefore the rate to be
allowed for treatment should be variable
and not uniform. We eannot get pasteuri-
sation plant installed immediately every-
where, although—as I said the other even-
ing—efforts are being made to have all
treatment depots in the metropolitan area
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equipped with
plant,

In view of the probability of havisg
only T.T. nceredited milk or pasteurised
milk, as provided in Seetion 27, it may be
desirable to enable the board fo fix vary-
ing prices for differences jn grade,
quality and so on. In the other States the
boards fix variable maximum rates to be
charged to consumers for different gquanti-
ties, There is a rate fixed for one pint,
and o different rate for two pints, and so
on. 1. is cheaper, by comparison, to have
two pints of milk in one bottle than two
pints in separate bottles. There is alrendy
power in the Act to fix rates for transport.
The Bill provides for fixing the minimum

up-to-date pasteurisation

price or priees per gallon to dairymen for .

milk supplied in any dairy area, provided
that a different price or prices may be fixed
in respeet of milk produced in different
dairy areas or parts thereof, whether sold
to or purchased by a milk vendor in &
district in the dairy area in which the milk
was pcoduced or in a distriet in a different
dairy area.

It also provides for fixing the maximum
price or prices which may be charged by
milk vendors for milk sold to other ven-
dors, provided that a different maximum
price or prices may be fixed in respect of
milk uold in different dairy areas or parts
therecf, provided also that a different
maXinium price or priees may be fixed ac-
cordirg to differences in grade, quality,
deseription or quantity or place of delivery.
Tt prcvides for fixing the maximum rate or
rates which may be charged by any person
for ary particular service connected with the
treatment of milk, provided that a different
rate cr rates may be fixed for milk treated
in dif'erent dairy areas or parts thereof.

The Bill further provides for fixing the
maxiinun price or prices at which milk
may be sold by retail in any dairy area,
provided that a different maximum price or
prices may Dbe fixed in respect of milk
delivcred or sold in different dairy areas or
parts thereof; provided also that a different
maxitaum priee or prices may be fixed ac-
cording to differences in grade, quality, de-
seriplion or quantity, That refers to the
consumer, It may be desirable for milk to
be 4/4d. a pint in Perth and 4d. some-
whers else, aceording to the cirenmstanees.
Powers similar to these are eontained in the
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Vietorian and New South Wales Aects. In
New Sonth Wales the Milk Board has wide
powers; those of u Royal Commission. At
present there is a Royal Commission sitting
inquiring into the milk industry in this
State. Its terms of reference are as fol-
lowsg:—

To inquire into and report upon the fellow-

ing matters and things in relation to wmilk as
defined in tho Milk Act, 1946, namely:—

1. The cost of production, transgport, treat-
ment and distribution of milk,

2. Thesprices to be paid by dairymen for
milk.

3. The prices {o be charged—{a)} by milk
vendors to otber milk vendors, and
{b) by milk vendors to consumers.

4. The charges to be mude in respect of

the transport and the treatment of
milk.

3. Any other matter incidental to or con-
neeted with the foregoing which the
Honorary Minister for Apgricultura
ghall approve as being within the
scope of this Commission.

If this amending Bill is not passed, much of

the work of the Royal Commission may be

wasted. The Commissioner may recommend
that certain things be dome by the Milk

Board, for which power does not at present

exist. I do not wish to anticipate the find-

ings of the Royal Commissioner, or to in-
fluence ihem in any way. Today the pro-
ducers receive 1s. 6%d. per gallon for milk
at their farms, including 4d. per gallon

Commonwealth subsidy. That subsidy is to

cease at the end of Japuary, and if the

Royal Commissioner says the producers

should still receive Gs. 61%4d. we will have to

find 4d. from somewhere else, Where is it
to eome from?

Hon. A. L. Loton: From the consamer.

The HONORARY MINISTER: T agree
that it has either to come from the con-
sumer or ount of the 1s. 1d. at present re-
ceived by the retailer. Perhaps half of it
will have to come from each. I do not
think the producer ean be eut down to any
lower figure than he is receiving today. I
know what T am talking about when T say
that. I have been among the producers.
Some of them talk about gaing in for beef
or Lutter, and I am with them when they
say they eannot produce whole milk at
under 1s. 61%d. per gallon. Assuming that
the Royval Commission will hring in a re-
commendation to that effect, we will have
to get- the extra 4d. from someone, Unless
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the amending Bill be agreed to, it will not
be within the power of the Milk Board to
deduct that amount from the retailers. The
Bill hasz been asked for by the Retailers’
Assoelation, by the producers and also by
the Milk Board.

Hon., H. Tuckey: Where do you think
the 4d. will come from? .

The HIONQRARY MINISTER: I do not
know what the Royal Commission will re-
commend. Part might come from the econ-
sumers and part from the retailers.

Hon. F. R. Welsh: When will the sit-
tings of the Hoyal Commission end?

The HONORARY MINISTER: I hope
in the near futnre. It must do so because
the subsidy rung out at the end of January.
Ii is desirable that the powers sought should
be vested in the Milk Board, and I move—

That the Bill bec now read a second time.

HON. H. TUCKEY (South-West) [8.47]:
I desire to support the second reading of
this measure as it is & very important one,
and in some respects long overdue. I cannot
see anything wrong with the proposed fixa-
tion of prices because that prineiple has
been in operation sinee we adopted it years
ago. By the means suggested, the industry
wil]l be controlled to that extent. One part
of the Bill to which the Minister did not
make reference concerns surplus milk. That
has been a serious probleém for a Jong time
and Mas cansed a lot of dissatisfaction in
the industry. In making provision for fix-
ing a price for butterfat content, the Bill
will afford a lot of satisfaction to the in-
dustry.

Question put and passed.

Bill rend a second time.

In Commitlee.

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt in the Chair; the
Honorary Minister in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1—Short title:

The CHAIRMAN: There is an omission
in Clguse 1 in that the number of a BRill
is not inserted and a blank remains in the
clause,

The HONORARY MINISTER: I move
an amendment—

That in line 4 the word “and’’ be struck
out,

[COUNCIL.]

As the Bil]l to which reference was to he
magde is still before the Legislative Assembly,
it is impossible to insert the number of
that measure and so the amendment becomes
necessary in order that only one measure
shall be referred to.

Amendment put and passed; the elause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 2 and 3, Title—agreed to,
Bill reported with an amendment,

BILL—COMMONWEALTH POWERS
ACT, 1945, AMENDMENT (No. 2).

.Second Reading.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon. G.
B. Wood—East) [8.57] in moving the
sccond reading said: This is a small Bill
complementary to the one just passed. In-
1945 powers were referred to the Common-
wealth with regard to the fixation of prices.
We had to pass a similar measure in rezard
to the wheat Bill. We agreed to give the
powers to the Commonwealth Government,
which fixed prices under the National
Security Regulations. Recently My. Chifley
has referred those powers back to the State

‘end it becomes necessary to pass the legis-

lation as it applies to the Milk Board, I
move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Question put.

The PRESIDENT: As the Bill requires
an absoute majority to pass the second read-
ing, it will be necessary to divide the House.

Division taken.

The PRESIDENT: T have satisfied my-
self that there iz an absolute majority in
favour of the Bill and that there is no dis-
sentient vote. I declare the division off and
the second reading earried.

Question thus passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.
Hon. A. L. Loton in the Chair; the Hon-
orary Minister in charge of the Bill,
Clanse 1—Short title:

The CHAIRMAN: It will be necessary
to insert a number in line 4 where the blank
appears.
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The HONORARY MINISTER: I move
an amendmenf—

That in line 4 after the word ‘*No’’ the
figurea '¢317" be inserted.

Amerdment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 2 and 3, Title—agreed to,

) Bill reported with an amendment and the
report ndopted.

RESOLUTION—STATE FORESTS.
To Revoke Dedicalion.

Debate resumed from the previous day on
the motion of the Minister for Mines to con-
cur in the Asgembly’s resolution as fol-
lows :—-

That the proposal for the partial revocation
of State Forests Nos. 4, 12, 20, 21, 22, 23, 2§
and 47, laid upon the Table of the Legislative
Council by command of His Excellency the
Lieutenant-Governor on 4th December, 1947, be
curried ont.

HON. W. J. MANN (South-West) [8.59]:
I have perused the resolution with some in-
terest, as a number of the revocations are
situated in the provinee I represent. I find
that they have been requested by the people
in the various aress and therefore have
much pleasure in suppeorting the resolution.

Question put and passed, the resolution
agreed to and a mesage accordingly retujul
ed to the Assembly.

BIL—SUPERANNUATION, BSICK,

DEATH, INSURANCE, GUARANTEE

AND) ENDOWMENT (LOCAL GOV-

ERNING BODIES’ EMPLOYEES)
FUNDS.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. HL
8. W. Parker—Metropolitan-Suburban)
[9.0} in moving the second reading said:
Thig s1ort Bill merely proposes to empower
loeal governing bodies to provide superan-
nuation schemes for their employees. Re-
presentations were made on behalf of the
Fremantle municipality which was ex-
tremely anxious to inaugurafe a superannu-
ation scheme for iis employees and it was
found that the bylaws under the Municipal
Corporations Act did not give the municiv
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pality the necessary power. This view was
confirmed by legal adviee. Municipalitjes
and road boards are extremely anxious to
provide syperannuation schemes for their
employees and in consequence it was de-
cided to bring down this legislation, which
will give the necessary authority not ounly
to municipal couneils but alse to road
boards. If members will examine the Biill
they will find that the word “corporatibn”
means a4 municipality and a board of g,
road distriet,

If the Bill is passed, then such local gov-
erning bodies, or a eoliection of road boards
or municipalities, or both, may enter into
an arrangement to formulate a scheme for
superannuation, sickness, death, insurance,
guarantee and endowment funds for their
employees, The fund nlay be establish-
ed and maintained by the ordinary revenue
of the corporation or out of deductions from
the remuneration of employees who velun-
tarily eleet to enter the scheme. Any such
scheme entered into before this Bill becomes
an Act, provided it is approved by the
Governor, will be declared to be as valid
and effectual as though it had been cstab-
lished under this measure, Provision iv
made for the proper anditing of the
aecounts of the scheme, which will be formu-
lated hy the corporations.

Hon, H, Tuckey: There is nothing of a
compilsory nature about the scheme?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No. The
Bill also provides that it shall be in eddition
to, ard not in reduetion of, any powers that
municipalities or road boards already have.
I understand there is no opposition to the
Bili; in faet, that it hag been requested by
the local authorities, I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

HON. H. TUCKEY (South-West) [54]:
I support the measure. This mutter has had
the attention of the Road Bonrd Assoeia-
tion for many years. Loeal bodies have
tried to introduce some form of compulsory
scheme, but nothing eame of thase pro-
pesals, T am pleased now that under this
Bill hoards, or a collection of boards, moy
formulate a superannuation scheme. The
measure, I am sure, has the approval of the
local governing bodies throughout the State
and of their employees, They will he pleased
te krow the Bill has been passed by Parlia
ment.
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HON. E. H. GRAY (West) [9.5]: I sup-
port the measure. It is necessary on ac-
count of an omission in amendments which
were made to the Municipal Corporations
Act and the Road Districts Act and which
were introduced in this Chamber by myself.
Power was purported to be given to local
authorities under those Aets to formulate
superannuation and benefit funds for their
employees and it was confidently thought
that the power so given was sufficient for
the purpose. It was subsequenily discov-
ered, however, that there werc flaws in the
Acts, It was really an oversight by the
Crown Law Department and probably the
Local Government officials missed the point,
too. Representations were subsequently
made to the Minister for Local Government’
and I was able to assure him that this
was §0.

Hon. H. Tuckey: The scheme has been
held up for years.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: This Bill will rectify
the omission,

HON. L. CRAIG (Routh-West) [9.7]: I
have but little to say about the Bill. It is
a good iden to allow boards to establish
superannuation funds, but these may be-
come dangerous in the case of small boards
whose revenue is not great.

Hon. E. M. Davies: It is not compulsory.

Hon. L. CRAIG: Such boards should be
very careful to ascertain whether they can
afford such a scheme. I suggest that the
Gavernment obtain the advice of a com-
petent aetuary on the establishment of a
standard scheme that would be applicable
to all loeal authorities. Many superannua-
tion schemes have failed because their funds
have become low.

Hon, H. Tuckey: We had the advice of
an expert from Melbourne.

Hon. L. CRAIG: Ther is only one actu-
ary in Western Australia.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: Is there one?

Hon. L. CRAIG: Yes.
Hon. L. B. Bolton: No.

Hon. L. CRAIG: The A.M.P. Society has
a qualified actuary. Although I de not wish
this to be made public, he could be made
available to the Government at no cost to
help to formulate a standard scheme. It

[COUNCIL.]

would be 2 tremendous help to, have a
scheme of that type which eould be adjust-
ed to the revenues of the local authorities.
It is most important that the scheme should
be considered and approved by 'z ehartered
actuary. We know what happened to the
Government scheme. A few years ago the
Government had to put into the scheme over
£500,000 owing to some actuarial miscaleu-
lation. I make this suggestion to the Gov-
ernment which I hope it will adopt, and I
now offer the services of a chartered actu-
ary to help the Government in whatever it
likes to do about the matter,

HON. E. M. DAVIES (West) [9.9]: I
also support the Bill. 1 am z member of
a local authority that sought legal advice
on the question of introducing a super-
aunuation scheme for jts employees. As a
matter of fact, a scheme had already been
inaugurated by the local authority of which
I am a member, but we found we had not
suffieient power to proceed with it. There-
fore, it is neccssary that this Bill should
be passed. I point out that it is in no way
obligatery upen a local authority to imtro-
duee a superannuation scheme. The Muni-
cipal Corporations Aet provides that a loenl
authority may, when its employecs retire,
grant them up to a maximum of 12 months’
salary or wages, A number of employees,
owing to their agr, will be retiring in the
near future and it has been found that the
practiee to whick I have referred wil] be
a burden upon the local authorities. The
scheme adopted by my loea] authority is
underwritten by an insurance company. The
scheme was considered from an actuarial
point of view and the contributions from the
employees and the snobsidies of the loeal
authority have been actuarially based. The
scheme is recognised as being actuarially
sound. Any other local authority that de-
sires to introduce such a scheme should have
power to do so. It will be able to get the
advice of any representative insurance com-
pany in Western Australia.

Question put and passed,
Bill read a second time.

In Committee,
Hon. J. A. Dimmitt jn the Chair; the
Minister for Mines in charge of the Bill
Clauses 1 to 3—agreed to.
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Clause 4—Provision for validating of
existing schemes:

Hon. E. H. GRAY: For the information
of Mr. Craig, 1 may say that when 1 was
Minister in charge of local government, I
convened—at the request of the Road Board
Association, the Country Road Board As-
sociation, the metropolitan body, the Muni-
cipal and Road Board Employees’ Union
and the Loeal Government Officers’ Associa-
tion—a eonfercnce at the same time ag our
superannuation scheme was being considered
by the Hastern States actuary. He was good
cnough to eome to our conference, and Mr.
Bromfie'd, the chairman of the State Super-
annuation Fund, undertock to draft a
scheme. A eommittes representative of ail
these organisations was formed; and Mr.
Bromfie;d was in charge of it. A scheme was
cvolved, and okayed by the actuary from
the Eastern States, and prescnted to the
greanisations concerned. Unfortunately we
could not get agreement with the Loeal Gov-
erning Bodies’ Officers’ Association, but if
the locul authorities at any time wish to
organise a united scheme they have only to
get the file where they will find the par-
ticulars already set out.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 5 to 7, Title—agreed to.
Bill reported without amendment and the
report sdopted.
Third Reading.
Bil] read a third time and passed.

.

BILL—SUPERANNUATION ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Order of the Day read for the resump-
tion from the previous day of the debate
on the second reading.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time. '

In Committee, etc.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Bill read a third time and passed.
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BILL—PARKS AND RESERVES ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading,

THE MINISTER I'OR MINES (Hon. H.
8. W. Parker—Metropolitan-Suburban)
[9.20] in moving the second said: This Bill
is to amend the Parks and Reserves Act
of 19135, As members know many parks
and reserves are controlled under that old

JAct, bur strangely enough the powers for

making regulations have been found to be
deficient. Recently & motorist drove on the
lawns of King’s Park, and it was discovered
that he had committed no offence under the
bylaws, and furthermore, that bylaws could
not be made. The Bill, therefore, is to give
greater powers for the making of bylaws,
to prescribe rules to be observed in respect
of any vehicle being driven or used on roads,
and the use of footpaths and bridle tracks
on park lands and reserves. It is also to
regulate, prohibit or restrict the driving of
any specified kinds of vehicles, and to pre- -
seribe the places where vehicles of any class
may, or may not, be parked on park lands
and reserves. The measure is more or less
a formal one, but it is nevertheless essential
in order that the authorities controlling
parks and reserves shall be able to make the
necessary regulations. I move—
That the Bill be now read a szeond time.

Question put and passed.

Bil] ‘read a second time.

In Uo;m-mit'tee, elec.

Bil] passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Bill read o third time and passed.

BILL—AGRICULTURAL AREAS,
GREAT SOUTHERN TOWNS
AND GOLDFIELDS WATER

SUPPLY,

Second Reading.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon. G.
B. Wdod—East) [9.25] in moving the
second reading said: This is a Bill to make
provigion for a comprehensive water supply
in various districts in Western Australis.
The Act may be cited as the Agrienltural
Areas, Great Southern Townsand Goldfields
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Water Supply Aect, 1947, and it will comé
into operation on a date to be fixed by pro-
clamatien, provided that such proclamation
shall not issue until such time as satis-
factory finaieial arrangements have been
made by the State and Commonwealth Gov-
ernments.

There are two Bills that will come hefore
the House, and this measure is to be read
in conjunction with the Country Areas
Water Supply Bill. It is not my intention
to have hoth Bills before the House simul-
taneously. I know from past experience
that a eonziderable amount of confusion
can ensue when we have two such Bills as
these to consider at the same time. I pro-
pose, therefore, to have this Bill carried, if
members agree to pass it, and then deal
with the other. This measnre is one fo ap-
prove of certain work heing done. The other
Bill is merely the machinery one. It is long
and will be subject to amendment, if the
varions machinery elaunses are not accept-
able. T take it for granted, however, that
if this measaore is agreed to the other will
be, subject to amendment if desirable,

Bimilar Bills were hefore Parliament last
year with this exception,, that the proposi-
ion then was indeed a costly one and was
subjected to eonsiderable criticism from cer-
tain areas—partienlarly the Great South-
ern. The cost of the projeet under this
measure will be about 50 per cent. less than
last year's proposition when we were then
asked to spend about £0,500,000. The pre-
«ent  proposal iz estimated to ° cost
£4,500,600. Even at the reduced cost, the
present scheme will be of tremendous im-
portance to the State. ITn view of the
meneral unanimity and lack of eriticism of
this Bill, it is far better thon the one which
was before Parliament last year. The Bill
is substantially the same as that recom-
mended by Mr. Loder, chairman of the Com-
monwealth Department of Works Commit-
tee, who made inquiries into the matter.

One big differenee bhetween the two
schemes is that under the present proposel,
the pipeline to run from Wellington Dam to
Narrogin, will be considerably bigger in size
than was suggested by Mr. Loder. Ii is desir-
able to have the larger pipeline in view of
the anticipated inerease in population and
production in the years to come. Of course
the written consent of the Commonweslth

[COUNCIL.)

Government is necessary before the scheme
can be proceeded with. The scheme as set
out in the Bill is hased on the recommenda-
tions of the Commonwealth, the only dif-
ference being the size of the pipeline as
I have already mentioned. Under the scheme
of last year large areas, particularly to the
east of the Great Southern, were to be
brought under the proposed scheme, but,
on this oceasion, those areas are not in-
cluded. I congider that this will have the
approval of at least 90 per cent. of the
people.

Hon. E. M. Davies: For what resson arve
they not included?

The HONORARY MINISTER: Those
people do not want the water supply.

Hon. E. M. Davies:
supplies of their own?

The HONORARY MINISTER: Yes, and
they do not want to have to pay the cost
of another supply. That is only reason-
able. I should not like to have to pay rates
for water on my farm beecause I have a
particularly good supply. My property is
not very large, and yet it has probably one
of the best water supplies in the eastern
distriets. Many people in the Great Sounth-
ern are similarly situated. They have spent
much money on the sinking of dams, which
is cheaper than putting in a eomprehensive

Have they water

* scheme,

Hon. . H. Gray: But not so safe.

The HONORARY MINISTER: It used
to be said that if a dam were put on the
top of a hill in the Great Southern, in the
wel years it would fill. If a dam is placed
on & selected site by people having a know-
ledge of the country and of the rainfall, it
is safe, particularly if the dam is coveral.
I do not think enough bas been done in
the way of covering dams.

1 do not want to deny any information
I can give as to the reasons for the scheme.
Owing to certain objections, the scheme of
last vear was dropped. I helieve that this
modified scheme will meet with the approval
of at least 95 per cent. of the people. Nego-
tiations with the Commonwealth are not
quite complete, but I have every reason to
believe that it will support these proposals.
While the State Government is spending a
considerable amount on the scheme, most
of the money will have to be found by the
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Commonwenlth.  The cost of raising the
Mundaring Weir will be borne by the State
Government, as well as the cost of the work
at the Wellington Dam. We hope a decision
will be reached shortly and that the work
will be proceeded with. It is desirable
that the work should be put in band in
areas such as the North-Eastern wheat belt
and parts of the Great Southern where there
are no ndequate sehemes at present,

I want members to understand that doms
are satisfactory only in districts of certain
rainfall, not everywhere.  Probably in the
North-iiastern wheat belt, dams wounld not
be very safe; in fact, I think they would
be very unsafe, and that is where it is most
desirable this scheme should be put into
operafin as soor as possible. In many
areas, probably even in the Great Southern
where the rainfall is good, lack of water has
retardel development of the country as well
a3 the deevlopment of the towns. T have been
in towns on the Great Southern where it has
beer very hard to get a bath owing to the
very inadequate water supplies. This scheme
will be of immense benefit to the Great
Southern towns as well as to the farm lands,

Hon. E. H. Gray: Will the scheme reach
Katanning?

The ITONORARY MINISTER: Ves. We
cannot aflord to delay this work.

Hon. T, Tuckey: How far down will it
go?

The - JONORARY MINISTER: Katan-
ning is the most southerly town, unless an
extension further south is made later. The
scheme will supply Pingelly, and the main
pipeline will be carried to Narrogin and then
down the Great Southern.

Hon, G. Bennetis: How will the Gold-
flelds benefit?

The HONORARY MINISTER: I do not
know whether the Goldfields will get any
more benefit because I helieve the present
supply is adequate. If the Goldfields are
short of: water, they can easily he eatered
for by the inereased supply that will be
available from Mundaring,

Hon. 3. Bennetts: No. 7 pump is in action
for the first time for many years.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I shall
~give figires showing the present and the

proposeld supplies from Mundaring, and I
think the hon. member will be happy when
he hears, tkem.
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Hon, G. Bennetts: We are more concerned
about geiling water at a cheaper rate.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The Gov-
ernment has given much consideration to
that matter and to the question whether it
would pay to inerease the charge very
slightly to the great body of consumers in
order to make water gvailable to the Gold-
fields at a lower rate. That would even up
the charges and I think it would be desirable
to do so. I have slways snbscribed to the
idea that the man who is far away should
not lmve to pay much more for his require-
ments than the man who is less distant. I
have noticed great anomalies in the water
charges in the Greal Southern, one man pay-
ing 5s. and a man on the other side of the
rozd Ts, 6d. or comparable figures, because
the scheme on one side happened to cost a
little more.  Such & disparity in not right.

The happicst relations exist between the
Comiconwealth and the State regarding the
modified scheme. This really confirms the
attitude adopted by this House last year,
which had much to do with the defeat of
the other Bill after a conference. Things
are going much better for everybody eon-
eerned than they were last year. One thing
[ and the engineers are a little concerned
ahout 1¢ that the installation of the scheme
rmay be retarded through a shortage of pipes.
[ do 1ot know how we shall overcome that,
but we shall, of course. Still, it is causing
concerh af present.

Certain priorities are provided under the
scheme, the first priority being the North-
easterr. wheat belt, I think it only right
that those distriets should receive first con-
sideration. They will be supplied from the
Mundaring eatchment and later on areas in
the Great Southern will be supplied from
the Weflington dam. Members representing
the Great Southern should laok forward
with considerable pleasure to this scheme.
Imagine having plenty of water in country
towns and on the farms of the men that
want it! Tt has always seemed extraordin-
ary to me that in country towns like Katan-
ning and Narrogin, there should not be an
ahundance of water beeause there the rain-
tall is fnirly copious. As to the figures I
spoke of, by raising the Mundaring Weir,
the capacity of the catchment will be in-
ereased from 4,600 million gallons to 15,000
million gallons. . That is a considerable in-
crease, At the Wellington Dam, the pre-
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sent eapacity of 7,500 million gallons will
be incveased to 38,000 million gallons.

Hon. A. L. Loton: Is there any work
proceeding on the Wellington Dam at this
stage?

The HONORARY MINISTER: So far
as T know, there is not, but I believe the
preliminary work will goon be put in hand
at both places,

Hon, H. L. Roche: Is pot the cost of

raising those weirs to he a State responsi--

bility.
The IONORARY MINISTER: Yes.

Hon. G. Bennetts: Are those figures the
same as were given last year?

The HONORARY MINISTER: I assume
they are; they have been put up by the same
engineers. The rapid industrialisation anti-
cipated in the South-West and the Great
Southern towns will soon absorb the whole
of the present capacity of the Wellington
Dam and, even if the farmers do not want
the water, the scheme nevertheless should be
proceeded with. The two Bills now before
the House are very similar to those that
were fully debated last year. Unquestion-
ably we need water at Northam, York and
sueh like places. Tn wmy home town of
York, the production of vegetables has
been retarded through lack of water. T
do not khow what the capacity of the Avon
Valley for vegetable growing would he if
the water were available. Orehardists,
people wishing to grow lucerne and engage
in dairying and pie raising cannot get
water af the cheap rate hecause the supply
is insuffieient.  Some people ave on the
cheap rate and get water at 1s. Gd. per
thousand gallons, They have heen on the
cheap rate for many vears and will not he
interfered with, but many others wish to
o on that rate and when this seheme has
been completed, they will be permitted to
do so.

Hon. G. Bennetts: Tt is lack of water
that hangs evervthing up. I guarantee
that the Goldfields could produee anything
if only adequate water were available.

The HONORARY MINISTER: T wish to
nuote from the report of the committee that
toured most of the southern portions of
the State and reported on the Great Sonth-
ern towns. The report stated—

The committee, during ita visit to the area
found a universal demand for additional water
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in practieally all towns included in the itin-
erary, and this need has been verified by the
field investigatora. It appears that the towns
on the Great Bouthern failway line, between
Beverley and Katanning, are particularly in
need of supplemented water supplies, while
Narrogin, Wagin and Katanning in particular
have a strong case in favour of the develop-
ment of loeal industries.

Another important point is that the rail-
ways need better water supplies. The Rail-
way Department has had to spend some
{housands of pounds in the southern por-
tion of the State for the carting of water
for locomotives. I believe that in some of
the areas water carting will have to be
undertaken shortly on aceount of the dry
season. I do not intend to say any more
at this stage. T do not want to withhold
information members require. I have a
lot of facts here and anything members de-
sire to know I shall bhe only too glad to
tell them when replying to the debate. I
move—
That the Bill be now read a second time,

HON. A. L. LOTON (South-East) [9.46] :
Tt is with far different feelings that I rise
to speak to this Bill, from those which T
experienced last session. On that oecasion,
with my two colleagues from the South-East
provinee, I opposed the measure submitted
hecanse it was an imposition on one section
of the community. The farming community
would have had to carry the whale burden
and the towns would have derived the whale
of the bencfit. Now, through the change
of Government and through our having a
Minister from down that way in control of
the Bill, we have a measure which contains
most of the amendments which we snggested
in this House last year and which we fought
for throughont.

1 take this opportunity to thank those
members who so loyally stayed with us dur-
ing the whole of the debates on that oe-
caston, and I think that we can say now
that we were on the right side and that the
propositiens we submitted were along the
correct lines; because when Mr. Loder and
his officers from the Commonwealth Govern-
ment eame over and made their investiga-
tions, they more or less substantiated the
sneeestions we had submitted. The Grent
Sonthérn mermbers have had severa] talks
with the Minister and Mr. Dumas coneern-
ing this legislation, and I am pleased to
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say that the ideas placed before both those
gentlamen have been more or less embodied
in the two Bills we kave to consider. There
are a couple of minor clauses which we shall
debate in Committee.

At this stage I would like to ask the M:n-
ialer if he will aseertain from the Minister
for Wcrks whether the assurance he gave
to a deputation will be given cffect to:
namely, that when the work commences from
Wellington towards Narrogin in connection
with this scheme work would also commence
from Narrogin towards Brookton and Pin-
gelly. The Minister made that statement
to a deputation and Mr. Dumas was pre-
sent. But there is no mention, either in the
hrochura which hag been provided or in the
Bill, of the fact that the work will be pro-
ceeded with op that basis. This Bill pro-
vides for an adequate water supply for
towns on the Great Southein. I do not
think ttat the northern towns of Brookton.
Pineelly and Narrozin have ever had an
adequat: water supply.

During the last 24 years, Brookton and
Pingelly have had to puy rates for a sub-
stance that on some oceasions came through
the pipes totally unfit for domestic use, and
not even fit to be used on lawns or gurdens, It
does not: seem possible that within four years
after the Bill has been proclaimed water will
be prov ded for the people of those centres.
T moke particalar reference to the words
“after t1e Bill has been proclaimed’ because
therein lies the one drawback. It has not
been finally agreed as to what financial aid
will be forthcoming from the Commonwealth
Government. The Minister has said that the
raising of the wall at Mundaring has pro-
ceeded to a considerable degree, and I think
that only two more years will elapse before
it will ke completed. T would like to make
a guess and say that when the team em-
ploved 1t Mundaring have finished their job
they will be transferred to Wellington.

Hon. L. Craig: Wellington is the first
job.

Hon. A. L. LOTON: They have been
working for two years at Mundaring rais-
ing the wall.

The Honorary Minister: Not in the pro-
per manner. They have not had the
material, '
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Hor. A. L. LOTON: Mr. Dumas said that
in two years the wall would be completed.
He told us that himself. I know what I
am saying on this matter, because we con-
sulted Mr. Dumas on more than one ocea-
sion, As we are going to obtain an adequate
supply of water for towns in the Great
Southern area on the same charge basis as
at present—that is to say, at no inereased
cost—I[ am wholeheartedly in favour of the
Bill.

On motion by Hon. L. A. Logan, debate
adjourned. :

DISCHARGE OF ORDERS.

The following Orders of the Day were
discharged :— -

1, Egg Production Industry {Trust Fund)
Bill.

2, Cattle Industry Compensation Bill,

On motion by the Honorary Minister.

Houge adjourned at 9.53 pm.



